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Majali congratulates 
Kuwait on new cabinet 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali on Monday sent a cable to his Kuwaiti coun- 
terpart,’ Saad A1 Abdullah A1 Salem AI Sabah, con- 
gratulating him in his name and on behalf of the Jor- 
danian government on the formation of the new cabi- 
net, according tbtfordari Television. Dr. Majali wished 
the Kuwaiti people further progress and development 
(see story on page 2). 
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Egyptian police kill 4 accused 
of aiding Islamists 

CAIRO (AFP) — Four armed robbers accused of provid- 
ing Islamsits in cemral Egypt with aims were killed Man- 
day by police after they robbed a truckdriver, the interior 
ministry said. A band of six rabbets with automatic 
weapons had erected a barricade of stones on the western 
desert road leading to Qusstya in Assiut province, 380 kilo- 
metres south of Cairo, to force vehicles to stop so they 
could steal from the occupants, the ministry said in a state- 
ment. They robbed $900 from die tnickdnver Friday and 
fled imo nearby fields where they were chased by the secu- 
rity forces. Four of the rabbets were killed in a shootout 
Monday and the two others were arrested with three auto- 
matic weapons and a revolver, said the ministry. The min- 
istry said; “They woe in contact with terrorists to help 
them get weapons and ammunition." 


Price: Jordan 200 fOs 


‘U.S. not ready for talks with Iraq’ 

Ross visit should reflect a new American 
stand not intimidated by Israel — Anani 


■ By Tareq Ayyoufo 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputy Prime Minister Jawad 
Anani on Monday said that the U.S. administra- 
tion has told His Majesty King Hussein that the 
time was not ripe for dialogue between the U.S 
and Iraq. 

Speaking to reporters at a press briefing. Dr. 
Anani said that during the King's four-day visit 
to Washington and his talks with U.S. officials, 
no timetable was discussed for the lifting of the 
seven-year-old sanctions imposed on Iraq. 

"U.S. officials said that they need some time to 
decide whether to enter into a dialogue with Iraq 
but they believe that such thing is tied to Iraq’s 
implementation of the UN. resolutions,'’ Dr. 
Anani added. ' 

“But they believe that Iraq is veiy actively 
cooperating with U.N. inspectors. So they have 
no problem at the moment [with Iraq],’' the min- 
ister, who attended the King’s talks with U.S. 
officials, said. 

"When Iraq complies with UN. resolutions, 
sanctions cannot remain for ever," Dr. Anani 
said. , • 

The minister said that U.S. administration was 
fully aware of the Jordanian position “that once 


Iraq fulfilled its commitment, sanctions become 
void/’ 

On Thursday, the King met with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton and discussed with him the situation 
in Iraq and ways* to revive peace talks in the 
Middle East. He also met with U.S. State and 
Defence secretaries. 

The deputy prime minister, who is also foreign 
minister, pointed that the agreement Iraq signed 
with U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan should 
be the base for lifting the sanctions, imposed on 
Iraq following its seven-month-old occupation 
of Kuwait, in 1990. 

“There was no specific time set in the agree- 
ment [to lift the sanction], he said." But Resolu- 
tion 1154 which was based on the agreement 
signed by Mr. Annan and the Iraqi officials 
included in its text a light at the end of the tun- 
nel/’ Dr. Anani added. 

Asked about the upcoming visit of U.S. Middle 
East envoy Dennis Ross, Dr. Anani said that be 
hoped the U.S. official would come up with seri- 
ous proposals to the peace process. 

“His visit should reflect a new American posi- 
tion not intimidated by Israeli" government," Dr. 
Anani said. 

“We' hope that the Americans will come up 
with serious and constructive proposals/' the 
mini ster added. 


Dr. Anani said that during the Washington's 
talks, the Jordanian side reflected what is on the 
mind of the Arab people who have doubts about 
the fairness of the U.S. role in the region. 

The King made linkage “between the recent 
Gulf crisis and the peace process/' Dr, Anani 
said. 

He said that many U.S. officials were not com- 
fortable with the position of the Israeli govern- 
ment towards the peace process and expressed 
belief that Israel wanted to escape its responsi- 
bilities. the minister added. 

But Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu threatened that he will go over Lhe 
U.S. President Bill Clinton directly to the Amer- 
ican people in a bid to scuttle the U.S. peace plan 
which Israel opposes (see separate story]. 

Meanwhile. Jordan will "carefully study " an 
Arab League proposal to lift the U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Libya during the league’s foreign 
ministers meeting in Cairo this week. 

“Such a decision should be carefully studied." 
Dr. Anani said. 

The minister emphasised that such a decision 
should be approved by Libya’s neighbours 
because “it speaks about free movement and the 
passage through the air space of some coun- 
tries.” 


Lower House committee' 
defers decision on press law 


Iraq creates panel to 
find missing persons 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — : A Lower 
House of Parliament com- 
. mittee looking into the con- 
troversial Press and Publi- 
cations Law on Monday 
indefinitely postponed its 
much-awaited decision on 
the fate of the legislation. 

The House's nine-mem- 
ber national guidance com- 
mittee was to decide 
whether to revoke the law 
and send it back to the gov- 
ernment, or discuss its arti- 
cles and then amend them 
in consultation with jour- 
nalists and officials. 

. Five deputies, out of the 
present eight, decided to 
postpone the committee's 
decision for further discus- 
sion. ooe deputy said. 

^This law is about public 
freedoms,’' committee 

member Mahmoud 

Kharabsheh told the Jordan 
Times on Monday. “There- 
fore, we must assess differ- 
ent Views and use rationali- 
ty to help us take the most 
appropriate decision that 
wfll serve the best interest 
of journalists, democracy, 
pluralism and the nation/’ 

= With five days remaining 
before the end of the 
House’s current session, it 
is expected that the com- 
mittee will only resume 
discussing the law when 


the T House reconvenes 
again m November or m 
therisummcr extraordinary 
session. 

Mr. Kharabsheh said he 
favours “twisting the gov- 
ernment’s aim” by debat- 
ing the law in the House 
and amending it, instead of 
sending it back to the gov- 
ernment He added that if 
the House revokes the law, 
the government will most 
probably send the same law 
back to the House — only 
with a different date. 

“There are many loop- 
holes in the law that need 
to be fixed,” he said. “As a 
legislative authority, we 
have the right to omit or 
amend any article of this 
law, which obstructs free- 
dom of expression and 
freedom of press.” 

However, the House’s 
deliberations over the press 
law remain a questionable 
matter for- many, who 
believe that Parliament 
should not even consider 
the law after the High 
Court of Justice annulled it 
on Jan. 26. 

“From the Constitution’s 
standpoint, this law does 
not exist anymore,” lawyer 
Hanna Niddeh told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

He said the government 
should retrieve the law, 
because it is non-existent 
anymore, and should then 


reintroduce a new press 
law either in ks current for- 
mat or in a new oDe. 

“Parliament should 
refrain from discussing the 
provisional press law, 
which was ruled unconsti- 
tutional/’ Najeeb Rashdan, 
bead of the Amman chapter 
of the Arab Organisation 
for Human Rights, said in a 
recent seminar. 

Mr. Rashdan, who is also 
a former Court of Cassa- 
tion chief, added that since 
the High Court ruled that 
the amended law was 
issued in violation of the 
Constitution, it was not fit 
for discussion under Parlia- 
ment's dome. 

The country's highest 
administrative court 
revoked the tough govern- 
ment amendments to the 
1993 press law introduced 
in May while Parliament 
was in recess, saying that 
the introduction of the tem- 
porary law was unconstitu- 
tional since there was no 
state of emergency or 
necessitating circum- 

stances for foe government 
to change the previous law. 

The amended law forced 
13 of Jordan’s 20 weeklies 
to close down by tightening 
curbs on reporting, impos- 
ing stiffer fines on offend- 
ers and introducing prohib- 
itive capital requirements. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
Iraqi parliament decided Mon- 
day to create a committee to 
look into the cases of Iraqis 
who disappeared in the 1991 
Gulf war the official INA 
news agency reponed. 

The committee will be 
charged with "looking for 
Iraqis who disappeared during 
the Mother of All Battles.” 
said the agency, using official 
Iraqi tenninology for foe Gulf 
war. 

The meeting comes five days 
after an Iraqi-Kuwaid panel on 
the missing from the Gulf war 
held a meeting in foe Gulf port 
city of Umm Qasr under foe 
auspices of foe Internationa] 


Committee of foe Red Cross. 
The committee groups repre- 
sentatives from Iraq. Kuwait. 
Britain. France, Saudi Arabia 
and foe United States. 

Kuwait accuses Iraq of hold- 
ing 600 Kuwaiti and other 
nationals in its prisons, and has 
called for the United Nations 
to send a commission of 
inquiry to inspect Iraqi jails. 
Baghdad admits having taken 
prisoners during its August 
1990-February 1991 occupa- 
tion of the emirate, but insists 
it lost trade of them during an 
□prising which followed the 
war. 

Iraq says the issue is being 
exploited for political ends- 


Cyprus to renounce missiles 
if settlement is achieved 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus 
reiterated Monday that it is 
ready to call off foe deploy- 
ment of missiles ordered from 
Russia if there is acomprdhen- 
sive settlement to foe division 
of this eastern Mediterranean 
island. 

“The government wfll can- 
cel or suspend foe deployment 
of foe missile system only if 
substantive steps for de-mili- 
tarisation are made or if there 
is sufficient progress toward 
an overall settlement of the 
Cyprus problem,’' a govern- 
ment spokesman was quoted 


by foe official CNA news 
agency as saving. 

The Cypriot government 
statement came two days after 
a visit here by UN. special 
envoy Diego Ccrdovez failed 
to relaunch intercommunal 
talks. 

Me Coidovez said Turirish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
continued to refuse to bold fur- 
ther UN.-sponsored peace 
talks unless his breakaway 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC) is recognised. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Government accepts Sharon’s ‘clarifications’ 


By AJiaA-Tookan 

■ Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jotian has accepted a top Iaaeti offi- 
cial’s “darifications** made in a letter to Crown Prince 
Hasan, following his recent stateme nt that the Jewish 
st^stiUinteixlstoeiiininateaJffltianianHaaiasteadff 
after foe Mossafs foiled assassination attempt on his 
life last falL a senior Cabinet official said Monday. 

“As long as the Israeli Minister of Infrastructure 
[Add Sharon] says that his statements were misunder- 
stood.. and that be respects Jordan’s sovereignty and 
does not intend to attack any Jordanian ritizem. .we in 
Jordan, for our own diplomatic purposes, say that tins 
is an answer [to our demands ],” Foreign Manser 
Jawad Anani told reporters at a press conference. 

In the wake of Grown Prince Hassan’s visit to. Tel 
Aviv Mach 10, foe visit of Ml Sharon himself to foe 
Kingdom foe day before, and the resumption of "nor- 
mal” hflftfrral tv* (rJlnwmg a five-monfo drill after the 
Mossad's aborted attack, foe Israeli minis ter reported- 
ly said on public television that foe Jewish state was 
sill detemrined to Mil Jordan's Hamas pdifouro chief 
Khaled Misha’al, boa not on Jordanian sofl. 

Mr Sharon, in charge of foe Jordaman-Israeii portfo- 
lio, also said that land had informed Amman that it . 


jirenrferi to “finish off foe job" of assassinating Ml 
M isha’al — a daim flatly dented by Jordanian offi- 
cials. 

The Foreign Ministry Summoned Israel's ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Oded Eran, a day afto- Me Sharon’s 
statement demanding an explanation — hence foe let- 
tec 

The statement, aired an Israeli Channel Two cm 
Much 14, was unanimously blasted by Jordanian offi- 
cials, foe Parliament, the Islamist-led opposition and 
foe media. 

Mr. Sharon’s Letter, described by some officials as an 
apology, was a “clarifying' 7 one claiming foal he was 
"'misunderstood' ' and that be “respected Jordan’s sov- 
ereignty” officials have said. They added that the letter 
was a necessary move to placate Jordanians. 

It is not clear from the contents of Ml Sharon s letter 
leaked to foe press so for; whether “consideration for 
J&dan’s sovereignty” includes canying out an attack 
against a Jordanian citizen, regardless of wherever 
he/she may be. 

Dr. Anani said that it was “up to foe Jcadanum gov- 
ernment” to decide whether to publish the full letter at 
a later date or not 

Bilateral relations reached their lowest point after the 
Mossad’s aborted attack on Mr. Misha’a! on Sept. 25 


and ted to the curtailment of security cooperation to a 
minim um Full security cooperation was resumed two 
weeks ago. 

According to one official Ml Sharon had no prior 
knowledge foot Me Misha'al is a Jordanian citizen 
when he made his remarks. 

Jordanian officials say that the Hamas office in 
Amman, including Ml Misha'al is not involved in 
any “teororism** activities against Israel. They insist that 
foe only reason Ml Misha’al was targeted by the 
Mossad is because he is a “soft target” whose killing 
would alleviate public pressure on the Israeli govern- 
ment following the July 30 Jerusalem bombing. 

Mr. Sharon is still largely remembered in Jordan for 
his rule in Israel's invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the 
Sabra and Shatila massacre that ensued, as well as 
advocating foe “Jordan is Palestine' ' Israeli option. 

Some Jordanian officials, however, see him as being 
wining and able to implement that various provisions 
of foe 1994 peace treaty. 

In light of what it sees as the most recent flagrant 
Israeli "threat,” the Muslim Brotherhood issued a state- 
mem yesterday demanding foal Jordan dismiss foe 
Israeli ambassador to Jordan, shut the embassy, and 
halt “ ■normalisation’' with the Jewish state. 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat shakes hands with UN. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan in Gaza City on Monday. Mr. Annan, on the latest leg of a Middle East tour, is 
also due to meet with Israeli officials daring his three-day visit (AFP photo! 

Annan urges Israel, PNA 
to accept U.S. proposal 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — UN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
urged Israel and foe Palestini- 
ans on Monday to accept U.S. 
compromise proposals aimed 
at breaking the year-old stale- 
mate in their peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Annan, on a regional 
tour to help breathe life back 
into foe Middle East peace 
process, quickly added that his 
own ability' as UN. chief to 
help rerive the negotiations 
was very limited. 

"The United States is in the 
lead and is playing the role as 
mediator,” Mr. Annan said 
after meeting here with Pales- 
tinian Nanorad Authority Pres- 
ident Yasser ArafaL 


“I urge afl parties to work 
with them and to have foe flex- 
ibility to compromise so we 
can move forward and imple- 
ment agreements already 
signed.” he said in a prepared 
statement 

Ml Arafat called on Ml 
A nnan to help make Israel 
respect UN. resolutions call- 
ing for the full restitution of 
occupied territories, noting foe 
UN. leader’s recent success in 
getting Iraq to bow to UN. 
disarmament demands. 

“Kofi Annan was able dur- 
ing his visit to Baghdad to stop 
a disaster. We hope he will be 
able here to push the Israelis to 
respect UN. resolutions which 
they have been ignoring,” he 


said 

*T will do my best.” Ml 
A nnan replied * 

“But one should be careful 
not to have exaggerated 
expectations of what the secre- 
tary general can achieve,” he 
said “A friend of mine called 
me a magician without tricks. 
You understand the limitations 
of a magician without tricks/' 
Nevertheless he vowed to 
remind Israeli leaders that "all 
Security Council resolutions 
are binding and I hope we will 
find ways ID implement 
them.” 

Ml Annan was scheduled to 
meet Tuesday with Ml 
N etanyahu and other Israeli 
leaders. 


Netanyahu readies for showdown 
with Clinton over peace proposal 

U.S., Palestinians may form committee to 
monitor Jewish settlement action — press 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
inched closer to a showdown 
with the United States on 
Monday, declaring that U.S. 
proposals for even marginal 
additional Israeli troop with- 
drawals from the West Bank 
would endanger the Jewish 
state. 

Explaining his opposition 
to U.S. peace ideas for the 
fust rime in public, Mr. 
Netanyahu said territory 
Washington wants handed 
over to the Palestinians in 
order to break a year-long 
stalemate in peace talks 
could be used for attacks on 
Israelis or vital Israeli inter- 
ests. 

“Israel is a tiny country 
and foe territories are vital” 
to its security, he told 
reporters after a meeting of 
foe Israeli parliamentary for- 
eign affairs and defence 


committee. 

“One per cent of the West 
Bank represents 55-square 
kilometres, foe size of Tel 
Aviv,” be said. 

Mr. Netanyahu claimed 
that any transfer of territory 
beyond what his government 
is ready to offer ‘“would 
damage our ability to fight 
terrorism, defend vital 
installations and protect the 
40,000 [settler] children who 
travel each day on West 
Bank roads.” 

He also said foal giving up 
as much land as proposed by 
Washington “would put our 
airport and water resources 
in danger.” 

■‘We are not against hear- 
ing their point of view, but 
we will not give in on issues 
of principle or national secu- 
rity," Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Press reports say President 
Bill Clinton could release his 
ideas to the public next 
month if U.S. Middle East 
peace envoy Dennis Ross’ 


mission fails. 

Mr. Netanyahu ran into 
loud criticism for his hard- 
line stance during a stormy 
meeting Sunday of the par- 
liament foreign affairs com- 
mittee. 

Opposition Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak said Mr. 
Netanyahu's rejection of the 
compromise proposals from 
Israel's best ally would be “a 
strategic error” and “serious- 
ly damaging for our securi- 
ty.” 

“You are like the captain of 
foe Titanic, your heading for 
an iceberg and you don't 
even know it,” Mr. Barak 
said. 

tin a first for foe Mideast 
peace process, Washington 
has agreed to form a joint 
committee with the Pales- 
tinians to monitor Jewish 
settlement activity as part of 
a proposed U.S. deal to 
revive Israeli-Palestinian 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli warplanes attack guerrilla 
bases in southern Lebanon 


SIDON i .-vP) — Israeli war- 
planes staged two raids 
Monday on suspected 
Hizboilah guerrilla posi- 
tions in southern Lebanon, 
Lebanese security officials 
said. 

Two Israeli fighter jets 
fired four air-tb-surface 
missiles at about 10:15 a.m. 
local time near the village 
of Aqmata in Iqlim Al 
Tuffah, or the Apple 
Province, the officials said. 
The jets returned three 


hours later to fire four more 
missiles at the 1 nearby 
Loueizeh Mountain, they 
added. 

They spoke- on customary 
condition of anonymity. 

The area, about 15 -kilo- 
metre southeast of the port 
city of Sidon. is a strong- 
■ hold of the Hizboilah group. 
It is just north of Israel's 
self-proclaimed “security 
zone" in southern Lebanon. 

A Hizboilah official in 
Sidon said no guerrillas 


were killed or injured in the 
first raid. He, too, spoke on 
condition his name not be 
used. There was no immedi- ■ 
ate word on casualties from 
the afternoon strike. 

In Jerusalem, the Israeli 
army said its planes hit “a 
terrorist base” in southern 
Lebanon in the morning 
raid. 

Israeli warplanes often 
target foe Apple Province, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Kuwaiti prisoner release ‘positive step’ 
toward Arab reconciliation — Anani 


By Tareq Ayyoob 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Jawad Anani on Monday 
descrited a Kuwaiti decision 
to release several Jordanian 
prisoners as a “positive step” 
toward reconciliation among 
Arab countries. 

Dr. Anani said be senta mes- 
sage to his Kuwaiti counterpart 
Sheikh Sabah AJ Jaber A1 
Sabeh to “thank him for their 
decision." 

"We also requested the 
release of the remaining pris- 
oners and we hope that other 


Arab states will follow suit [In 
releasing Jordanian prison* 
ersj ” the minister said in a 
press conference. 

The message followed a 
Kuwaiti decision to release 
four Jordanian prisoners, jailed 
in Kuwait since 1991 for 
alleged collaboration with the 
Iraqi army during the seven- 
month-old occupation of the 
emirate, on Feb. 25. which 
coincided with Kuwait's 
national day. 

One of the released, 
Mohammed Alam AI Dinne. 
arrived in Amman on Thurs- 
day. but the arrival of the 
remaining three has been 


delayed until some technical 
procedures are completed. 

In die past two years, Kuwait 
has released more than 25 Jor- 
danian prisoners following 
mediation from Oman and 
Qatar. Government figures 
show that more than 25 
detainees are still in Kuwait. 

Dozens of Jordanians and 
Palestinians were arrested fol- 
lowing the “liberation'' of 
Kuwait, tried by a Kuwaiti 
security court and later sen- 
tenced to different jail terms. 

Jordan's ties with Kuwait 
were damaged following the 
1990-91 Gulf war due to the 
Kingdom's perceived tilt 


towards Iraq. 

The Kingdom refused to join 
a U.S.-led military coalition 
that drove the Iraqi army out of 
Kuwait, advocating instead a 
peaceful solution to the crisis, 
which angered Kuwait. 

The Jordanian embassy in 
Kuwait was closed and the 
emirate refused to re-open the 
embassy. The Kuwaiti 
embassy in Amman has been 
run bv a charge d'affaires since 
199L 

Several Jordanians and 
Palestinians were kilted by 
Kuwaiti civilians and security 1 
following the pullout of the 
Iraqi army. 


Kuwaiti emir swears in new cabinet 
amid criticism from Islamists 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait's emir. Sheikh Jaber 
AJ Ahmad Al Sabah, swore in 
a new government on Mon- 
day, amid criticism from the 
Islamist opposition over the 
way the cabinet was reshuf- 
fled to protect a minister. 

The new team, headed as in 
previous governments by the 
crown prince. Sheikh Saad AJ 
Abdullah Al Sabah, was 
announced Sunday, a week 
after it resigned to avoid a : 
vote of no-confidence against 
the information minister. 
Sheikh Saud Nasser Al 
Sabah. 


Sheikh Saud was named oil 
minister in the new cabinet. 

The minister, a former 
Kuwaiti ambassador to 
Britain and the United States, 
was accused by Islamist 
deputies of authorising the 
exhibition, during a book fair 
here in November, of books 
judged capable of “damaging 
Islam." 

Islamist deputies, quoted in 
newspapers on Monday, criti- 
cised his return to the cabinet 
lineup. 

“I believe this is a violation 
of the constitution, and we 
fear that in the future any 


minister can just change port- 
folios to escape questioning 
by deputies," said MP Fahd 
Al Khana. 

Another Islamist deputy. 
Walid Tabatahai. said the new 
lineup showed that the gov- 
ernment “does not want to 
cooperate nor turn a new page 
with the legislative branch." 

Kuwait's ruling Ai Sabah 
family retained the key min- 
istries of foreign affairs, 
defence, interior, finance and 
oil in the cabinet which has 
four new faces in the posts of 
finance,, planning, informa- 
tion and public works. 


Eight shepherds kidnapped, 
six people injured in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Eight 
shepherds have been kid- 
napped in western Algeria, 
and six people were injured 
by an explosion in Medea, 
south of Algiers, the Alger- 
ian press reported Monday. 

The shepherds and their 
flocks were seized by an 
armed group on Sunday 
near Saida, the pro-govern- 
ment newspaper L'Authen- 
tique said. 

At Medea six people were 


injured when a homemade 
bomb exploded in the path 
of a bus. 

One of the injured is in a 
critical condition, according 
to Al Watan newspaper. 

Elsewhere a car was 
machinegunned when it 
drove through a false road- 
block at AJ Affroun, also 
near Medea. 

The daily Liberie newspa- 
per reported that two young 
women had escaped from 


armed militants who kid- 
napped them during mas- 
sacres in the west of the 
country, in January. 

They walked for several 
days before reaching safety, 
according to Liberte. ’ 

Islamists have reportedly 
carried off young women 
during attacks on remote 
villages to act as servants 
and sex slaves, with those 
who fail pregnant facing 
death. 


Qatari emir arrives for meetings with Mubarak 


CAIRO (AP) — Qatar's 
emir arrived in Egypt on 
Monday and met briefly 
with President Hosni 
Mubarak for what were 
believed to be fence-mend- 
ing talks aimed at ending 
feuds between the two 
nations. 

“My belief is that this 
visit will... cement the 
strong brotherly relations 
and increase cooperation 
between our countries," the 
emir. Sheikh Hamad Bin 
Khalifa Al Thani. said in a 
statement distributed at the 
airport on his arrival. 

The statement also 
expressed “the mutual 
interest in maintaining con- 


tact and exchanging views 
in matters that are impor- 
tant to our countries/’ 

Mr. Mubarak and the emir 
will meet again during his 
visit, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said. 

“There are no problems 
between Egypt and Qatar." 
he added. 

Qatar was angered when 
Egypt joined a number of 
Arab countries — including 
Saudi Arabia — in boy- 
cotting the Middle East and 
North Africa Economic 
Conference in the Qatari 
capital Doha last fall. 

Qatar's foreign minister. 
Sheikh Hamad Bin Jassim 
Al Thani, responded by 


accusing Cairo of complici- 
ty in a failed 1996 coup 
attempt against the Qatari 
emir. Egypt then recalled 
its ambassador, but later 
sent him back. 

The two countries recon- 
ciled when Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd hosted a meet- 
ing between Sheikh Hamad 
and Mubarak. But Qatar 
later expelled a number of 
Egyptian workers, angering 
Egypt again. 

Shortly before Sheikh 
Hamad arrived. Mubarak 
met with Prince Moham- 
mad Bin Fahd. who is King 
Fahd's son and the gover- 
nor of ihe oil-rich Eastern 
province. 


Trial of 
Algerians 


charged in 


murder of 

priests 

opens 


ALGIERS (AP) — The trial 
of 12 alleged Islamist 
activists charged with the 
1996 killing of a French 
Roman Catholic bishop and 
his bodyguard in the Algerian 
port of Oran has opened. 

Eleven of the accused 
allegedly belong to the 
Armed Islamic Group, which 
is seeking to overthrow the 
Algerian government 

The 12th has not been 
apprehended and is being 
tried in absentia. 

The accused are charged 
with planting the bomb that 
exploded and killed Mon- 
signor Henri-Pierrc Claverie 
as well as his bodyguard in 
August 1996 after they had 
attended a ceremony for 
seven French monks who 
also were allegedly killed by 
Islamic activists. 

The accused face the death 
penalty if convicted. All of 
them deny membership in a 
terrorist group. 

Heavy security surrounded 
the courtroom. The court is 
expected to resume Monday 
with lawyers for both sides 
likely to speak. 
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TRYING TO REBUILD HOME: This WTN TV grab shows Israeli soldiers scuffling Sunday with a Pale^nuan 
famil y in Hebron as they were taken into custody. The Palestinians were reportedly trying to rebuild their home, 
which had been demolished by Israeli authorities two weeks ago. Soldiers arrested the father, mother and two 
children. The soldiers also attempted to confiscate building tools (.AFP photo) 
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Israel lifts entry ban on radical American rabbi 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
has lilted an entry ban against 
a militant U.S. rabbi who was 
barred from the country after 
publicly calling for the death 
of (he late Premier Yitzhak 
Rabin, officials said Monday. 

The Israeli interior ministry 
said it had decided to permit 
the entry of Rabbi Abraham 
Hecht of New York "because 
he has made amends for his 
actions and no longer repre- 
sents a threat according to the 
secret service." 


Rabbi Hecht caused an 
uproar in July 1995 by calling 
then Israeli Prime Minister 
Rabin a “traitor" and an 
“informer" for granting Pales- 
tinians control over West 
Bank territory viewed by Jews 
as the biblical lands of Israel. 

The charges of being an 
informer against fellow Jews 
is a crime punishable by death 
according to Jewish religious 
tradition. 

Rabin was assassinated in 
November 1996 by a Jewish 


militant Yigal Amir, who said 
he acted to prevent the gov- 
ernment from giving up more 
land to the Palestinians. 

The decision to permit 
Rabbi Hecht to enter Israel 
raised a storm of protest on the 
political left 

“His visit will be sheer hell 
We will hound him wherever 
he goes until he decides to 
return home in disgrace," said 
Yossi Sarid, leader of the 
opposition Meretz Party. 

Hhud Barak, of Rabin's 


Labour Party, called the deci- 
sion to allow Rabbi Hecht into 
Israel “scandalous." 

Opposition deputies 
demanded the interior min- 
istry, headed by Eli Suissa of 
the ultra-Orthodox Shas Party, 
reverse its decision and threat- 
ened to go before die high 
court to prevent Rabbi Hedl : 
from entering the country. 

Officials were unable to say 
when Rabbi Hecht might visit 
Israel but public radio said he 
planned to come soon. 


Jerusalem patriarch, Israeli rabbis hold first meet 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AFP) — The Latin patri- 
arch of Jerusalem, Michel 
Sabbah, met for the first 
time Monday with Israel's 
two chief rabbis in a bid to 
promote peace and 
denounce violence in the 
Middle East. 

Monsignor Sabbah met 
for about an hour here with 
Eliahu Bakshi-Doron. 
chief rabbi of Israel’s 
Sephardic Jews, and with 
Israel Meir Lau. head of 
the Ashkenazi community 
of Jews. 


“We say that religious 
leaders should be and must' 
be educators and agents for 
peace," said MonSignor “ 
Sabbah. the Fust Palestin- 
ian to hold the post of • 
Latin Patriarch in 
Jerusalem and a frequent 
critic of Israeli actions in 
the occupied territories. 

“Violence has been used 
on both sides — by Israelis 
and Palestinians — and we 
say that violence is use- 
less... violence will never 
lead us to peace." he told 
reporters after the meeting. 


“A1J of us must know 
that the only way to make 
peace is peace," he added. 

Rabbi Israel Lau said he 
had welcomed Monsignor 
Sabbah “as a brother, 
because you call us your 
elder brothers and because 
our roots are all in the 
Bible, the same holy 
book." 

Monday's meeting came 
after the Vatican last week 
issued a long-awaited dec- 
laration on the Holocaust 
which acknowledged 
Christian responsibility for 


failing to respond vigor- 
ously to the persecution of 
Jews by the Nazis but 
denied any role In the' 
genocide by the Church. 

Addressing the issue 
only indirectly, Monsignor 
Sabbah said “relations 
between the Catholic 
Church and the .Jewish 
people stem from a past 
history of persecution of 
the Jewish people on the 
part of Christians, not only 
the Catholic Church bur all 
the Christians in the West" 



NEWS IN BRIEK 


Palestinians call on Annan to help free prisoners 


fn r 


GAZA CITY i AFP i — 
Some 500 relatives of 
Palestinians held in Israeli 
prisons marched in Gaza 
City on Monday calling on 
visiting U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to 
pressure Israel for their 
sons' release. 

The demonstrators, 
many of them women 
holding up pictures of their 
imprisoned sons and hus- 
bands. marched to the 


offices of the United 
Nations ahead of Mr. 
Annan's arrival in Gaza for 
talks with Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat, wit- 
nesses said. 

“We call on Kofi Annan 
to work for our relatives' 
liberation/' and “No peace 
without the release of pris- 
oners," read banners held 
up by the demonstrators. 

The United Nations chief 
was to meet personally 


with relatives of Palestin- 
ian prisoners later in the 
day after his talks with Mr. 
Arafat, centering on peace 
talks with Israel. 

“Israel has stalled on 
implementing its agree- 
ments to release prisoners. 
Annan must pressure Israel 
to live up to its agree- 
ments." Hisham Abdel 
Razeq. the chief Palestin- 
ian official on prisoners' 
issues, told journalists. 


The Prisoners’ Club, a 
prisoners' rights group, 
called on Mr. Annan to 
“force Israel to conform to 
Lhe Geneva Convention” 
and form an international 
commission “to investi- 
gate Israeli measures 
against prisoners." 

The group, in a state- 
ment protested “the con- 
tinuing Israeli policies of 
torture" against Palestinian 
prisoners. 


Israel currently holds 
around 3,000 Palestinians 
in its prisons. Under 1995 
self-rule agreements it is 
due to release many of 
them. 

Mr. Annan is due to meet 
Israeli Prime Minster 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Tuesday on the latest leg 
of a Middle East tour 
which has taken him to 
Lebanon, Jordan. Syria 
and EgypL 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 7731U-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 -.Cartoon — C.R.O. 

16:30 French programmes 

18:00 Quiz Show — Small Talk 
18 JO ..Drama — Border Town 
19:00 Le Journal 


19:15. Doc. — De Cause Aeffet 


19 JO News Headlines 

19 :35 Comcdv — Pride and Joy 

: 20:00 Whai Would You Do? 

2(h30 Encounter 

i 21:10 ..Drama — Acapolco Bay 

i 22.-00 ...New s in English 

! 22i30 Feature Film — “Heads" 

1 23:59 Metro Cafe' 

00:30...... ....End of TJv. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:13 


05-JJ 


11*42..- 

J)huhr 

15:11 

‘Asr 


19:10 

'frha 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Tel. 5930740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 


$t Joseph Church Tel. 
•4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 

4624853/46241? II. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865S97 

German-s peaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Td. SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 J 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fiehTd. 5920146 
The liniate Cathode Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 46 14 i 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 771371 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by die Dt'part- 
ment of Meteorology 
Cold weather conditions will 
prevail, skies cloudy to partly 
cloudy with a chance of scat- 
tered showers in the northern 
pans of the Kingdom gradually 
extending to olher regions, and 
winds northwesterly active. Thin 
snow is expected to fall over 

heights in northern areas. Tem- 
jvrarures an: expected to rise 
effective Wednesday with stable 
weather conditions prevailing. 
In Aqaba, skies will be pan!} 
cloudy, winds southerly moder- 
ate m active, and seas rough.. 

Amman 1.15/99 

Aqaba 9W20 

Deserts - (13/13 

Jordan Valley f )S/!X 


Dr. Ghakb Zawajdeh — 736011 

Dr. Hisbazn Kan'an 7G02S6 

Dr. Khakkxm Asfour ....532600 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy -4637055 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ... 4644945 
Shmefcam pharmacy 4637660 
Naironkh pharmacy ..4623672 
ERBJD: 

Dt MazenAbuBakir. .278770 

AJ Qods pharmacy I — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad .985550 

Khafifeb pharmacy ,.-..98541 7 


Telephone Information directo- 
ry assistance! 121 

Overseas CaJLs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623 101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .566 HOI 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...SI56I5 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Information. ...44- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport ^44-53200 


.Army. Marita 89 J 6i J/J 5 

Queen .Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Ama! Hospital .5674155 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Govt 


Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 25 Humid- 
ity rea d ings: Amman 33 per 
cent Aqaba 23 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. TawOq Qub'abi _... 4623029 


Food Ccr.irol Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Gv:! Ctefev: Dsotvwr 56611 1 1 
Civii Defense Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emercencv 199 

fcseueftSce ;£. J«7 II?. 4637777 

Ftre Brigade- -.4617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pohce _..843402 

Traffic Poisce. 596390 

Public Security DepL— 4630321 

Hotel Complaints. .5605800 

Price Corrr Uriels .566 1176 

Waa-i S^a^G-mpiioB 597467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plains 787111 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Sinpay 59211W 

Th: Islamic AMi -56x03 1/7 

Hussein Mafia! Centre Td. 

836S 13.856856 

Luzmih ,4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636 140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmcixani Hospital .....5669131 

University 545845 

.Al-Muwsher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-AhJi. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 


7.i irp 

_(09)9»33' , 3 

National Hospital 
i09ionn^rtn 

Ibn Sina Hospital 1 09 1986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
<fto»oonckj 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Bosnia Hospital 
lOJl’TSSSS 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
(02(272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
«02P47inn 

AQABA: 

Princess 

103)314111 

Ha\ - a Hospital 


09:25 Abu Dhabi /RJ) 

10:05 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:30 ...-London. Frankfurt (RJj 

— Jeddah (add) iRJ) 


Other Flights 

14:35 Istanbul (TK) 

14:40 — Munich (YP) 

16:30 Rome (AZ) 

18:30 .. Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:10 — Beirut (ME) 

—.Cairo (MS) 

22:20.... — - -London (BA) 

23:55 -Amsterdam iKL) 

23:35 -Lamaca(CY) 


06:50 

08:25 

11:15 

12:00 

12:10 

12:15 

12:30. 

19*30 

20:20 

20-.40 

21:00 

21 : 00 . 


— Aqaba(add) (RJ) 

Amsterdam. New Yak (RJ) 

Vienna, Brussels (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 


Jeddah (RJ) 


.Lamaca(RJ) 


— Damascus (RJ) 

.-Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
Jeddah (add)(RJ) 


Other Flights 


02:25 „ 

03KW 

15:40 


...-Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

.._ Munich (YP) 


Royal Wings (RWj Flights 

9J 45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 


15:45 JsanbuifTK) 

17J0 -Rome (AZ) 

19J0 J}ubai (FK) 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AERPORT 


-Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09^0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW') ^ 


21:40 Cairo (MS) 


ARRIVALS 


17:20 -Tel Aviv (RW) 

18 JO .... Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21^0 Aqaba (RW) 

22^0 -.Amman iMafci Airport) (RWl 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 -....Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 — Damascus(RJ) 

OtolS — -Aqaba(addHRJ) 


departures 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) F lighty 
00:20 -Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
06:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (RW) 

09d0 — Amman (QAIA) (RW 
17:45 Amman (Maria Airport) 
(RW) 

17:55 .Tel Aviv (R W) 


20- JO -Amman (QAIA) (RW 

21- ^0 Aqaba (RM 
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} Union hails 
decision 
cancelling 
licensing 
procedures 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Taxi 
Owners Union (TOU) 
Monday hailed the High 
Court's decision to cancel 
tough public transportation 
ownership procedures 
issued by Minister of Interi- 
or Nathir Rashid last 
August. 

“The court's . ruling was 
fair and in favour of all cit- 
izens,” TOU ' President 
Abdullah Qaisi told the Jor- 
dan Times. “The Ministry's 
procedures were unfair.” 

The court on Sunday 
revoked the controversial 
procedures, which would 
have prohibited taxi owners 
from selling their cars as 
public vehicles, a regula- 
tion that most taxi owners 
claim would depreciate the 
value of their vehicles. 

Other regulations stipu- 
lated a requirement of JDI 
milli on in capital and at 
least 75 operating cars for 
the establishment of a taxi 
office in Amman, with 
reduced obligations for 
offices in other cities. 

The court last September 
suspended the licensing 
procedures after Attorney 
Zuhair Abu Ragheb filed a 
lawsuit on behalf of the 
TOU. He claimed that over 
10,000 citizens would suf- 
fer tremendous financial 
losses as a result of the new 
regulations. 

Days later, the High 
Court halted the regula- 
tions until it reviewed the 
case.-' 

Government officials 
have long insisted that the 
new procedures would not 
affect taxis currently oper- 
ating. They said the move 
was -needed to help mod- 
ernise the country’s ageing 
fleet of taxis to meet an 
expected increase in 
tourists visiting the region 
over the next three years. 

The government suggest- 
ed that taxi owners raeige 
with new companies. 


Prince Ra’d receives 
Canadian cheque for 
factory renovation 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid 
received a $14,110 cheque 
from the Canadian government 
to finance the renovation of A1 
Najah Filing Factory in Hitteen 
Camp. The factory was estab- 
lished in 1986 to create job 
opportunities for the blind. 

Anam to Cairo for Arab 
League meeting 

AMMAN (Petra I — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 



PRINCESS ATTENDS CONFERENCE: HRH Princess Rahmah attends the Jor- 
danian Youth Conference, which was held Monday at Al Hussein Sports City mark- 
ing the 51st birthday of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan (Petra photo) 

Health minister calls for closer 
Arab drug industry cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi on Monday 
called for closer cooperation 
among the Arab World's phar- 
maceutical industries and 
highlighted the need to adopt 
a unified system governing 
the manufacturing process. 

Du Kindi’s remarks were 
delivered on his behalf by 
ministry Secretary General 
Mahmoud Amin at the open- 
ing of a two-day workshop on 
“The Requirements for the 
Registration of Drugs in the 
European Union (EU) Coun- 
tries.” 

The minister said Arab 


states can also boost their 
pharmaceutical production by 
establishing common interests 
among firms through invest- 
ing joint capital and coordinat- 
ing production programmes. 

Dr. Kurdi said that identify- 
ing the requirements to regis- 
ter drugs in Europe can open 
the door for exports to the EU. 

In his remarks, Anis Muash- 
er, chairman of the Federation 
of Jordanian Pharmaceutical 
Producers. said Jordan 
imported 83 per cent of its 
total medicine inports from 
Europe. 

Jordanian pharmaceutical 
industries employ 4300 


workers and their combined 
exports earned the country 
$150 million last year,, 
totalling 12 per cent of Jor- 
dan's total exports. 

He said the Jordanian firms 
are striving to meet the EU s 
requirements and specifica- 
tions and are continuing to 
cooperate with European 
firms in this regartL 

A VS. Food and Drug 
Administration representative 
said Arab drug manufacturing 
industries have to cater to the 
specifications of Europe and 
the U.S. and improve their 
products if they wish to com- 
pete in world markets. 


UJ holds student council elections 


AMMAN (J.T.) — University 
of Jordan students went to the 
polls Monday to elect an 80- 
member student council in the 
first election to be held under a 
new controversial “one-per- 
son, one-vote” system. 

Over 25,000 students were 
eligible to choose from 223 
candidates under the new vot- 
ing -regulations,- seen by many- 
as an attempt to undermine the 
influential Islamist bloc, 
which fa- years has main- 
tained their grip over the coun- 
cil. 

Four coalitions are vying for 
seats in the sixth council elec- 
tions. These include the 


Minister Jawad Anani left 
Monday for Cairo to lake part 
in an Arab League meeting. 
The two-day meeting will j 
touch upon die latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East, inter- 
Arab relations and issues of 
common concern to the Arab 
World. 

Temperatures to drop slightly 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tempera- 
tures will drop slightly today, 
with partly cloudy to cloudy 
conditions and a possibility of 
scattered showers and snow in 
northern areas. Winds will be 
westerly moderate to active. 


Islamists, the Nationalist bloc. 
The Third Way coalition and 
the Free Choice group. 

The Islamists have thor- 
oughly dominated the univer- 
sity student council in the past 
even though they have bad 
strained relations with the uni- 
versity ’ administration. 
Is lamis ts controlled 71 out of 
the 80 seats in the previous 
council. 

Many Islamist student lead- 
ers allege that the new voting 
regulations are an attempt to 
reduce their overwhelming 
majority in the council. 

While they publicly claim to 
have their vote bank and effi- 


cient organisation still intact 
several of them admit in pri- 
vate that they expect to control 
no more than 50-55 seats after 
this election. 

The Nationalist block candi- 
dates, described as “adminis- 
tration’s blue eyed boys” by 
one of their opponents, hope to 
capitalise on the Islamists' loss 
by winning a significant miro-. 
ber of seais for the first time. 

The Third Way is a coalition 
of moderate Islamists who 
propose a softer line towards 
the administration. For their 
part, the Free Choice group 
aim to breathe a new life into 
the student council if elected 


JD15.4 million Balqa 
telephone project under way 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Telecommunications 
Company (JTC) is currently 
conducting a JDI5.4 million 
telephone system expansion 
and modernisation project in 
the Balqa govenaorate, 
according to Walid Dweik, 
c hairman of the company's 
board of directors. 

Mr. Dweik said the project 
aims at creating 35,197 new 
telephone lines by adding 
three modem telephone 
exchanges and sub-exchanges 
that together will cover 95 


areas within the govemorate. 

According to Mr. Dweik, 
the project consists of the Salt 
telephone exchange, which 
will include seven sub- 
exchanges together creating 
20,797'new lines, Al Fiiheis 
telephone exchange with 
5,000 new lines and Ain Al 
Basha exchange, which will 
add 9,400 lines. 

He said the Ain Al Basha 
and Fuheis exchanges will 
together cost JD63 million, 
with the balance of the cost 
going to the Salt exchange. 


Germany agrees to reschedule nearly 
JD36.4 million of Kingdom’s debt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Germany 
has agreed to reschedule 
around JD36.4 million of Jor- 
dan's debts to Boon, accord- 
ing to an agreement signed 
Monday by German Ambas- 
sador Peter Mende and Minis- 
ter of Finance Suleiman 
Hafez. 

The amount includes 
JD34.8 million agreed on 
under bilateral financial coop- 
eration and JDI 35 million of 
commercial claims. 

The agreement is in line 
with the outcome of the Paris 
Qub meeting of May 1 997. in 
which, with the participation 
of the German government, a 

Agriculture 
minister to 
Damascus 
for FAO 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Agriculture Mijhem 
Khreisha left Monday for 
Damascus, where he will 
present a working paper on 
Jordan's ongoing efforts to 
increase food production to 
a U.N. Food and Agricul- 
tural Organisation (FAO) 
meeting. 

The working paper, he 
said in a pre-departure 
statement, provides details 
of the Kingdom's endeav- 
ours at the government and 
private sector levels to 
implement resolutions 
passed by the FAO on ways , 
to deal with hunger by 
increasing food production, 
as well as agricultural pro- 
jects being implemented 
with help from U.N. agen- 
cies and international 
organisations. 

. According to Mr. 
Khfeish'a. major projects ■ 
include land development, 
land reclamation, and util- 
ising agricultural land for 
horizontal and vertical pav 
duction, as well as plans 
aimed at increasing the 
involvement of women in 
food production in the rural 
areas of Jordan. 

During the two-dav meet- 
ings. the participating dele- 
gates will review the mea- 
sures that have been taken 
by their respective coun- 
tries to implement the reso- 
lutions of the FAO-spon- 
sored World - Food Summit. 

The minister noted that 
the conference will discuss 
the 1996 and 1997 FAO 
reports and will endorse an 
emergency plan for com- 
bating animal and plant 
diseases, as well as pest 
control. 

Mr. Khreisha said the 
conference is also sched- 
uled to cover increasing 
cooperation between the 
FAO and Middle Eastern 
countries. 


what’s going on | Brotherhood leader urges Majali to abrogate Israel peace treaty 


FILM 

* “Loch Ness" at the British 
Council, Jabal Amman on 
Wednesday, March 25, at 5:00 
p.m. 

PRESENTATION 

* “Storytelling. Poetry and 
Technology’’ by award-win- 
ning novelist and literary critic 
Al Young at the U5IS Audito- 
rium, American Center. 
Abdoun ar 5:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 
+ Paintings on handmade 
paper at Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, off Wadi Saqra St. 
(TeL 5699141/2). until April 

25. 

* “Colours of Life” at 
Books@Cafe (Tel. 837931/2). 
until March 31. 

* Works by late Iraqi artist 
Seddiq Ahmad at Hammurabi 
.An Gallery. Gardens Street 
(TeL 5695027). until March 
29. 

* Works by Sana’ Kayyali at 
Orient Gallery, Shmeisani 
(Tel. 56S1 303/4), until March 

26. (Proceeds will go to Al 
Quds Al Sharif Defending 
Association). 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special tojke Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood on Monday 
urged the government to 
abrogate the peace treaty 
with Israel, which it said 
continues to threaten the 
Kingdom's sovereignty and 
stability. 

In a letter to Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali, 
Abdul Majid Thuneibat, 
the spiritual leader of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, 
urged the government to 
take measures against 
Israel in light of its threat- 
ening statements against 
Jordan's “dignity and sov- 
ereignty.” 

Dr. Thuneibat said Israel 
has not changed its “Zion- 
ist policy of threatening our 
security and stability in dis- 
regarding to the 1994 Jor- 
dan-Israel peace treaty.” 

There was no response 
Monday to Dr. Thuneibat's 
letter from the govemmenL 

The Islamic leader fault- 
ed the government for not 
adequately responding to 
what he described as 
“accusatorv” statements 


made by former Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres on Jordan-Israel 
security cooperation. Mr. 
Peres reportedly told an 
Israeli television pro- 
gramme that Jordan 
allowed a Mossad office in 
Amman to operate and that 
security cooperation 
between the two countries 
had existed for over two 
decades. 

In the letter, which was 
made available to the Jor- 
dan Times, Dr. Thuneibat 
said the government had 
misread the reasons behind 
the resignation of. Mossad 
chief Danny Yarom. 
Accosting to Dr. 
Thuneibat, Mr. Yatom was 
forced to resign not 
because of the assassina- 
tion attempt on Hamas 
leader Kbalid Misha' al, but 
because the operation had 
failed. Senior officials 
maintained that Mr, Yatom 
was removed from his post 
under pressure from Jor- 
dan. 

T\vo Mossad agents tried 
to kill the Hamas leader in 
Amman last fall and a sub- 
sequent Israeli investiga- 


tion criticised the failure of 
the operation but not the 
principle of killing a Jor- 
danian national on Jordan- 
ian soil. 

“So if there is security 
cooperation with the Zion- 
ist entity, a number of ques- 
tions are raised about who 
this cooperation is directed 
against," Dr. Thuneibat 
said. 

‘To top off all these 
threatening actions, [Israeli 
Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel] Sharon makes state- 
ments ridiculing Jordanian 
sovereignly, security and 
interests.” 

Mr. Sharon recently told 
Israel’s Channel Two tele- 
vision that Israel informed 
Jordan that it intends to 
“finish off" the job of 
killin g Mr. Misha'al but 
not on Jordanian soil. After 
Jordan demanded an expla- 
nation, Mr. Sharon sent a 
letter to HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan clarifying 
his statements, officials 
have said. 

“Why is this criminal 
[Sharon] chosen to be 
responsible fon the Jordan- 
ian-Israeli file? And why 


do we accept that when we 
know that he possesses a 
well-known terrorist 

record?” Dr. Thuneibat 
asked the premier in his 
two-page letter. 

He described the Sharon 
statement as "dangerous,” 
but said that what was 
more “alarming” was the 
Jordanian response, which 
seems aimed at "alleviating 
the embarrassment of the 
enemv more than anything 
else.” 

He said a visit made by a 
group of deputies earlier 
this month to Tel Aviv was 
in “stark contrast" to the 
Jordanian people’s rejec- 
tion of normalising rela- 
tions with Israel. 

“Based on all of this, we 
say we do not need peace 
with this enemy that we 
have known for centuries,” 
Dr. Thuneibat told Dr. 
Majali. He demanded that 
the government reconsider 
the peace treaty with Israel, 
stop normalisation, expel 
Israel’s ambassador and 
prevent Mr. Sharon and the 
rest of the “Zionist crimi- 
nals” from entering Jordan. 


JD450 nearly million debi 
relief in favour of Jordan was 
decided upon, according to a 
German embassy "press 
release. 

The JD34.8 million wifi be 
paid in 20 semi-annual install- 
ments at a 2.7 per cent interest 
rate following an 11 -year 
grace period. The first install- 
ment is scheduled to be paid in 
October 2008. 

The JD1.55 million in com- 
mercial claims will be paid in 
30 semi-annual installments at 
a seven per cent interest rate 
beginning October 200 1 . 

In addition to debt resched- 
uling. the agreement provides 


for the cancellation of nearly 
JD15.8 million from die 
JD34.8 million on the condi- 
tion that half of the amount is 
spent by the Jordanian govern- 
ment on environment protec- 
tion and preservation projects 
or poverty alleviation projects. 

Speaking at the signing cer- 
emony. Mr. Hafez said Jordan 
has gained very favourable 
terms in line with the Paris 
Club decisions. 

He voiced Jordan’s appreci- 
ation of Germany for assis- 
tance aimed at strengthening 
the Jordanian economy, 
adding thai the Kingdom’s 
implementation of the eco- 


nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme has helped it enjoy 
such assistance from Ger- 
many and other nations. 

For his part, Mr. Mende said 
his government is ready to 
continue supporting Jordan, 
which he said is linked to Ger- 
many with very strong politi- 
cal and economic ties. 

Jordan has been one of the 
main beneficiaries of German 
economic assistance, with an 
overall amount of nearly 
JD774 million, most of which 
was spent on projects in the 
water and irrigation sector. In 
1997, Germany granted 
JD232 million to Jordan. 


Lufthansa to resume flights to Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
German airline Lufthansa 
will resume flights to Jordan 
next Monday following a 
seven-year interruption of 
service. Lufthansa agents 
announced Monday. 

Atallah Kichek. a 
Lufthansa representative in 
Jordan, said the German air- 
line. w'hich stopped its flights 
to Amman at die time of the 
Gulf war in 1991 . plans three 
flights a week between 
•Amman and Frankfurt. 

The first flight will carry an 
official delegation from 


Lufthansa and tourist and 
navel agents from Germany, 
other European countries, 
and the U.S-, according to 
Mr. Kichek. 

The delegation will be 
accompanied by a German 
press delegation whose 
members will be taken on a 
tour of economic projects 
and tourist and archaeologi- 
cal sites in the Kingdom by 
officials from the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, he 
added. 

Mr. Kichek said the 
resumption of flights is con- 


sidered an encouraging step 
for promoting tourism, as the 
airline will provide facilities 
for an exchange of visits by 
businesspeople in Jordan and 
Europe. 

Civil Aviation Authority 
Director General Jasser 
Ziyad and Royal Jordanian 
(RJ ) officials will welcome 
the delegation and the jour- 
nalists upon their arrival. 

An RJ official said the air- 
line maintained service over 
the past seven years to 
Frankfort and currently 
makes four flights a week. 


Government seeking to make Jordan 
regional information centre — Ensour 


AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Information Abdullah 
Ensour on Monday said the 
government is seeking to 
make Jordan into a unique 
information and media cen- 
tre for the Middle East. 

Addressing a group of 
journalists and reporters 
working in Amman for 
Arab satellite television sta- 
tions. Dr. Ensour said Jor- 
dan's openness to the cul- 
tures of the world, its free 
and open economy, and the 
wide margin of’ freedom 
would allow the country to 
serve as a regional media 
centre. 

Dr. Ensour said he has 
instructed heads of infor- 
mation services to amend 
and develop legislation 
with a view to allowing 
official information ser- 
vices more freedom and 
independence and offering 
all possible facilities to 


international media ser- 
vices to operate freely from 
Jordan. 

Emphasising the impor- 
tance of the various satellite 
television services. Dr. 
Ensour said everything pos- 
sible should be done to 
enable the correspondents 
of various media services to 
reflect a positive impres- 
sion of Jordan. , 

The Ministry of Informa- 
tion will exert all efforts to. 
support the private 'se'cfbY 
media and will provide all 
possible facilities for its 
work, he said. 

The government will 
build bridges of confidence 
with the independent 
media, a status which will 
include the actual Jordanian 
media in the future, the act- 
ing prime minister noted. 

He said official institu- 
tions will not assume the 
role of the sole source of 
information, gradually 


opening the arena for a free 
and independent media to 
assume this role. 

But. he said, the govern- 
ment will consult with offi- 
cials working for the offi- 
cial media and will seek 
their assistance in drawing 
up a draft law on a free and 
independent radio and tele- 
vision in Jordan. 

The government plans to 
modernise ' aC legislation 
connected with radio, tele- 
vision, "th‘e Jordan ‘News 
Agency, Petra, and the 
Press and Publications 
Department in a manner 
that would help these agen- 
cies become independent, 
said Dr. Ensour. 

Lender the new amend- 
ments. the minister of 
information will assume the 
role of supervisor, with 
only some authority that 
can be transferred to the 
directors of these agencies, 
he added. 


U.S. Mormation Agency launches 
Arabic-language home page 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United 
States Information Agency 
(USIA) has introduced an 
Arabic version of its home 
page that replicates the 
English-language site, 
according to an official 
statement. _ _ 

With Arabic-speaking 
audiences in mind, the site, 
available at 

www.usia.gov/regional/nea 
/arabic/usianea.htm, can be 
surfed with an Arabic- 
enabled browser, the Unit- 
ed States Information Ser- 
vice (USIS) said in a press 
release. 

Like the English site, the 
Arabic version has a special 
current affairs section 
focusing on U.S. foreign 
policy towards Iraq. Iran 
and the various tracks of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

The site also caters to 
surfers looking for a more 
in-depth analysis of issues, 
as its Electronic Journals 
page, published on an irreg- 
ular. rotating cycle, has five 
sections recently provided 
in Arabic — Economic Per- 
spectives, U.S. Foreign Pol- 
icy Agenda, U.S. Society 
and Values, Global Issues, 
and Issues of Democracy. A 
new subject appears every 
three weeks. 

New information provid- 
ed in Arabic also includes 
an archive of the USIS’ past 
two years of press releases 
and transmissions from the 
U.S. State Department. 

The department's daily 
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A screen shot of the USJLA’s new Arable-language home 
page. The site is available at 
wvrw.usia.gov/Fegional/nea/arabic/usianeaJitm 


press briefings in English 
can also be listened to by 
visiting 

www.audionet.coni/events/ 

usstate. 

In addition, the Voice of 
America’s (VO A) site pre- 
sents a daily vocal news 
transmission in a number of 
languages: Arabic. Russian, 
Bosnian. Chinese, Korean 
and Swahili, to name a few. 

But to be able to listen to 
these transmissions. Real 
Audio software, obtained 
for free from the Internet or 
accompanying leading 
computer magazines, is 
needed. 

This reporter, however, 
learned that the 10-minute 
voice transmissions are not 
easily accessible for listen- 
ing due to Jordan’s poor 
Internet connections. 


Messages such as "Net 
congested," showing the 
inadequacy of the connec- 
tion, kept plaguing a test 

drive performed at different 

times of the day to access 
VOA’s transmissions. 

Nevertheless, text content 
of the English Home Page 
has been available, locally 
to Jordans on-liners since 
the USIS service was first 
made available through the 
USIA Wireless File confer- 
ence on National Equip- 
ment and Technical Ser- 
vices (NETS) three years 
ago. 

The conference transmits 
a daily bulletin named the 
Washington File in English, 
of which Arabic transla- 
tions are provided a day late 
in the form of attachments 
to e-mails. 
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Pope stresses human rights 


at mass in troubled Nigeria 


ABUJA (AFP) — Pope 
John Paul II launched 
another forceful defence of 
human rights Monday at an 
open-air mass in miliiary- 
ruled Nigeria, when he 
addressed hundreds of thou- 
sands of people in Kubwa 
near the capital Abuja. 

On ihe final day of a 
three-day pastoral visit, the 
Pontiff also lectured Roman 
Catholics in Africa's most 
populous nation, facing 
severe challenges on both 
the democratic and the 
AIDS fronts, on the impor- 
tance of family values and 
the "inviolability'" of life. 

“There exist, in facL basic 
humun rights of which no 
individual can ever be legit- 
imately deprived, for they 
are rooted in the very nature 
of the human person and 
reflect the objective and 
inviolable demands of a uni- 
versal morale law." he said. 

The Pontiff arrived in 
Kubwa at S:45 a.m. (0745 
GMT) and was given an 
enthusiastic welcome by the 
crowds as he traversed the 
venue for the gathering in 
his “Popemobile 

His message of national 
reconciliation and respect 


for the rights of the individ- 
ual underlined themes he 
has touched on repeatedly 
since arriving in oil-rich but 
impoverished and political- 
ly troubled Nigeria 
Saturday. 

“Respect for every human 
person, for his dignity and 
rights, must ever be the 
inspiration and guiding 
principle behind your 
efforts to increase democra- 
cy and strengthen the social 
fabric of vour country.” 

Christians. Catholic or 
otherwise, are estimated to 
comprise about 45 per cent 
of Nigeria's population. 
Another 45 per cent are held 
to be Muslim, including 
numerous army officers, 
and traditional an i mist 
beliefs are still deep-rooted. 

The Pope was thought to 
have discussed human 
rights during a 20-minute 
meeting Saturday with 
strongman General Sani 
Abacha. who seized power 
in 1993 but has pledged to 
hand over to an elected 
civilian government next 
October. 

Members of Gen. 
Abacha's military junta 
were present on the podium 


for Monday's mass — 
notably ihe minister in 
charge of the federal capital. 
General Jeremiah Useni. 
and navy chief Admiral 
Mike Akhigbe. 

Foreign " Minister Tom 
Ikimi and Finance Minister 
Anthony Ani were also pre- 
sent. 

“The dignity of every 
human being, his inalien- 
able fundamental rights, the 
inviolability of life, freedom 
and justice, the sense of sol- 
idarity and the rejection of 
discrimination: these must 
be the building blocks of a 
new and better Nigeria,” the 
pontiff said. 

Saturday, the Pope had 
appealed to the military 
regime to gram clemency to 
60 political detainees from a 
list compiled by the Civil 
Liberties Organisation, a 
prominent human rights 
group based in the econom- 
ic capital Lagos. 

The human rights issue 
also figured prominently in 
a muss celebrated Sunday in 
Onitsha — the centre of 
Nigerian Roman 

Catholicism — to beatify a 
Cistercian monk who died 
in 1964. 


No chance for agreement on 


nuclear-free zone in near future 


NASUGBU. Philippines 
(AFP) — There is little 
hope the world's nuclear 
powers will accede to an 
ASEAN protocol barring 
nuclear weapons from the 
region in the next four or 
five years, the head of an 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
meeting said here Monday. 

Philippine Foreign 

Undersecretary Lauro Baja, 
who chaired a just-conclud- 
ed, senior ASEAN officers 
meeting in this town outside 
Manila, said there was still 
strong opposition from the 
states and even some dis- 
agreements within ASEAN. 

“The next four or five 


years, we cannot expect 
these nuclear states (to 
accede)” Mr. Baja said. 

ASEAN is seeking to 
declare the region a zone 
free of nuclear w eapons and 
an ASEAN working group 
is forging a protocol asking 
the nuclear powers to 
accede to the zone. 

But Mr. Baja said the 
nuclear powers were still 
opposed because, under the 
protocol. the nuclear 
weapons-free zone would 
cover the exclusive eco- 
nomic zones tEEZs> and 
continental shelves of 


ASEAN members — which 
nuclear powers fear could 
affect the transit of nuclear 
armed vessels. 

He said the United States, 
one of the nuclear powers, 
wants the protocol to clear- 
ly state it would not take 
precedence over the free- 
dom of transit of vessels. 

ASEAN in turn, has 
argued the nuclear-free 
zone would not conflict 
with other existing interna- 
tional treaties allowing free 
movement of vessels. 

Philippine Assistant 
Foreign Secretary' Juanitc* 
Jarasa. who headed the 
working group on the proto- 
col. said France was even 
more hardline in its opposi- 
tion because it wanted 
changes to the basic agree- 
ment barring nuclear 
weapons and not just on the 
protocol. 

Mr. Jarasa said they were 
still awaiting formal 
responses from Russia and 
China, two other nuclear 
powers that would be asked 
to accede to the protocol. 

Mr. Baja said they were 
hoping to get a more 
favourable response from 
China because. “China, we 
feel, is the more liberal 
among the nuclear weapon 


states.” 

Britain is also one of the 
nuclear powers being asked 
to accede to the protocol. 

Some nuclear powers 
objected to a phrase in the 
protocol that would bar 
them from using nuclear 
weapons in South East 
Asia. 

Mr. Baja said the 
Philippines had also been 
seeking a change in this 
phrase so it would not be in 
conflict with its mutual 
defence treaty with the 
United Slates but Vietnam, 
alone among the ASEAN 
members, was opposed to 
this change. Mr. Baja 
admitted he was uncertain 
how the nuclear-free zone 
might affect the Philippine- 
U.S. mutual defense treaty. 

Sources earlier said China 
wanted the protocol to state 
it would not be used to bol- 
ster claims of sovereignty 


over certain areas, an appar- 
ent concern the protocol 
might affect areas where it 
has conflicting territorial 
claims with ASEAN mem- 
bers. 

ASEAN includes Brunei. 
Indonesia. Laos. Malaysia. 
Myanmar, the Philippines. 
Singapore. Thailand and 
Vietnam. 


Prince Charles off to Canada with 


Prince William and Prince Harry 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's Prince Charles 
flies to Vancouver. Canada. 
Monday for a brief official 
visit followed by a few days 
skiing holiday with his sons 
William and Harry. 

It will be Prince Charles' 
first official trip overseas 
with his two sons since the 
death of Diana. Princess of 
Wales, last August. 

Prince Charles is flying to 
Vancouver with Prince 
Harry'. 13. while Prince 
William. 15. second in line 
to the British throne, will fly 
there separately. a 
spokesman said. 


They will join Prince 
Charles till Tuesday in 
Vancouver and tour the 
Pacific Space Centre, a 
museum that uses simula- 
tors and virtual reality- 
equipment. 

Afterwards they will go to 
Whistler for a ski holiday. 

Late last year Prince Harry- 
accompanied his father on a 
visit to South Africa, which 
marked the beginning of 
Prince Charles' campaign to 
restore his public image in 
Britain following criticisms 
after Diana's death. 

Prince Charles was last in 
Canada two vears aco. 


Prince William and Prince 
Harry were there in 1991 
when they joined both their 
parents on the royal yacht 
Britannia for part of a tour. 

St. James's Palace said 
Prince Charles* main pur- 
pose in making the trip was 
to enjoy a holiday with his 
sons, and show them a pan 
of the world he loves. 

It is being made possible 
by an invitation from 
Canadian millionaire busi- 
nessmen Galen Weston, an 
old polo-playing friend of 
Prince Charles. He w ill host 
the royal party at his moun- 
tain fodce at Whistler. 


2 Afghans buried alive for sodomy 


KABUL (AFPj — Two 
Afghans accused of 
sodomy were publicly exe- 
cuted by the puritanical 
Taleban militia by being 
buried under a mud and 
brick wall pushed on top of 
them, official sources said 
Monday. 

The militia-controlled 
Radio Shariat said the two 
men were sentenced by the 
Taleban court in western 
Herat after their confession. 

It said Abdul Sami. IS 
and Bismillah. 22. both res- 


idents of Herat province 
were detained four months 
ago accused of buggery. 

The Shariat punishment 
for the crime was applied 
Sunday when the two were 
executed by having a wall 
pushed on top of them, it 
said. 

Homosexuality is punish- 
able by death in the two- 
thirds of Afghanistan con- 
trolled by the hard I i ne 
Taleban militia. 

They used the fatal 
method of pushing a thick 


mud or brick wall on top of 
the accused rather than 
shoot or hang the culprit. 

The death penalty was 
awarded after completing 
the "legal process'" and 
obtaining the “approval” of 
the Taliban supreme leader. 
Mulla Muhammad Omar, 
the radio added. 

The Taleban last month 
gave a similar punishment 
to three Afghans accused of 
buggery in southern 
Kandahar, the headquarters 
of the Muslim militia. 


Father Cyprian Michael 
Iwene Tansi was the first 
west African to be beatified, 
a process which precedes 
sainthood. 

In Monday's address. 
Pope John ’ Paul also 
stressed the importance of 
family values in combating 
discrimination and intoler- 


ance. 

"The family is the founda- 
tion and basis of every 
human community and 
society,** he said. 

“It is precisely in relation- 
ships within the family and 
between families that jus- 
tice and integrity become an 
immediate reality and a 
practical commitment.” 

In a country where HIV 
infection is believed to have 
reached near-epidemic pa>- 
portions. though accurate 
estimates are impossible, 
the Roman Catholic leader 
also urged “unfailing com- 
passion” towards AIDS suf- 
ferers. 

The Pope was flanked on 
both sides of the podium by 
Nigerian archbishops and 
bishops wearing white 
robes that bore pictures of 
the Pontiff and Father Tansi. 


Rioting 
Kenyan 
students clash 


with police, 
attack 

photographers 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Police 
firing rear gas clashed 
Monday with hundreds of 
students throwing rocks 
and setting fires in down- 
town Nairobi to protest the 
enrolment of less qualified 
students for higher fees. 

The police initially tried 
to disperse the students but 
were outnumbered and fled 
with stone-throwing stu- 
dents pursuing them. 

Police reinforcements 
arrived a few hours later 
and engaged the students in 
running battles in the 
streets. 

"Die students blocked two 
main thoroughfares in the 
Kenyan capital and 
smashed windows. Road 
traffic was paralysed, lead- 
ing to huge traffic jams in 
the city centre. 

Toe students beat a pho- 
tographer for the ruling 
partv newspaper, the Kenya 
Times, and poured petrol 
on him in an attempt to 
bum him alive. They also 
beat a woman photographer 
working for the Nation 


newspaper. 

They said police would 
use press photographs to 
identify the rioters. 

The students set on fire a 
van belonging to the state- 
owned Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation and comman- 
deered another car belong- 
ing to the corporation, 
which they accused of 
biased reporting. 

The rioters also looted an 
automobile service station, 
and shops on streeis near 
the university were closed 
as students smashed win- 
dows and threatened to loot 
them too. 

The students were 
protesting against a deci- 
sion by local universities to 
enrol self-financing private 
students with lower grades 
than regular students 
already admitted. 

The minimum qualifica- 
tions for entry into any 
local medical college for 
full-time students is a mean 
grade of B+ at matricula- 
tion. but the new enrolment 
procedure to professional 
courses for privately-spon- 
sored students shows that 
the grade has been lowered 
to C+. 

"The idea is to admit into 
the university anybody with 
money. Link regard is 
being given to competence 
and apt; rude.” a student told 
AFP. 

Another said: “The uni- 
versity has been commer- 
cialised. rich academic fail- 
ures can now join the uni- 
versitv." 
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Local elders representing the different regions of Nigeria perform the ‘Dance of the 
Elders' during a mass given in the village of Kubwa on the outskirts of the capital 
Abuja (Reuters photo) 


Indian nationalists set to survive 


confidence vote as rivals split 


NEW DELHI (AFP) —The 
chances of India's fledgling 
Hindu nationalist coalition 
government surviving a 
touch-and-go confidence 
vote later this week soared 
Monday when a split 
emerged among its rivals. 

The rift, which looks set 
to save the right-wing 
nationalists from possible 
defeat in the morion, coin- 
cided with the reconvening 
of parliament in New Delhi 
and sent share prices soar- 
ing. 

Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee must prove 
his majority in a motion 
starting Friday after being 
sworn in last week follow- 
ing inconclusive national 
elections. 

As he took his parliamen- 
tary' oath of office Monday, 
a regional party, the DTP 
(Telugu Desam Party), 
announced it had “disasso- 
ciated” itself from the 
United Front alliance, one 
of two main blocs opposing 
the nationalists. 

TDP chief Chandrababu 
Naidu, a senior member of 
the Front, said the alliance 
had “humiliated” him by 
taking decisions without his 
knowledge. 

“The chapter is over,” he 
said. 

The Hindu nationalist 
coalition, led by Mr. 
Vajpayee's Bharatiya Janata 
Party' (BJP, Indian People's 
Party) and including a 
dozen regional partners, 
currently commands 264 of 
545 seats in a badly-frag- 
mented parliament. 


The BJP. accused by 
rivals of being sectarian and 
anti-Muslim, is wooing 
minor parties to try to put 
together an outright majori- 
ty. 

If the 12-seat TDP joins 
its ranks or even abstains. 
Mr. Vajpayee is sure of sur- 
viving the confidence vote. 

Indian share prices 
responded by surging ahead 
almost three per cent within 
15 minutes of trade. 

“This is a good develop- 
ment for the market and 
increases the stability of the 
government." stockbroker 
Gaurav Sanghvi said. 

The only previous BJP 
government formed in 
1996. lasted 13 days. 

Mr. Vajpayee's adminis- 
tration is the fifth Indian 


tionship with the Congress, 
however. collapsed in 
November. 

Mr. Naidu said he was 
opposed to a new anti-BJP 
partnership by the Front 
and the Congress. 

He stressed at a press con- 
ference in Hyderabad, capi- 
tal of the southern state of 
Andhra Pradesh where his 
patty is based, that he 
would not join the BJP 
coalition. 

But he accused the Front 
of “over-enthusiastically” 
backing a Congress candi- 
date for the position of 
speaker of the lower house. 

The TDP. it was later 
announced, was fielding its 
own candidate. The BJP, in 
a move seen as a clear 


government within two 


years following a spate of 
political crises. 

India’s February-March 
elections produced a parlia- 
ment split between three 
main formations, the BJP 
and allies, the Congress 
( 141 seats) and the United 
Front (96). The latter two 
are unequivocally anti- 
nationalist. 

The Front, a loose 
alliance of disparate groups, 
was formed to fill a power 
vacuum after 1996 elec- 


tions. 

Backed by the once-dom- 
inant Congress — now led 
by Sonia Gandhi, widow of 
former premier Rajiv 
Gandhi — it kept the Hindu 
nationalists out of power for 
18 months. 

The Front's uneasv rela- 


attempt to win Mr. Naidu 
over to its camp, said it 
would back his candidate. 

Congress spokeswoman 
Ambika Soni said Monday: 
“Naidu’s decision may help 
the BJP to win the vote by a 
whisker but for how 
long? 

“There are too many con- 
tradictions.... The govern- 
ment will live day-to-day. 
begging, pleading, coaxing 
and cajoling.” 

Mr. Vajpayee appealed 
Sunday for support for his 
government, saying Indian 
parties should cooperate 
and end their “perpetual 
confrontation.” 

India, the world's largest 
democracy with 600 mil- 
lion eligible voters, has held 
two general elections since 
1996, each costing more 
than $1 billion. 


Prince Ranariddh thrilled to be going home 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Cambodia's ousted first 
Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh 
Monday confirmed he 

plans to return home on 
March 30 saying he was 
thrilled to be able to end his 
months in exile. 

“I have a feeling of great 
happiness that finally I will 
be back home after eight 
months." he told reporters 
at his residence in the Thai 
capital. 

“This has not been self- 
imposed exile but forced 
exile.” he said adding that 
March 30 was a “tentative" 


date for his long-vaunted 
return. 

The jubilant prince 
thanked his father King 
Norodom Sihanouk for 
granting him a pardon at 
the weekend and paid 
“homage” to powerful sec- 
ond Premier Hun Sen and 
acting head of state Chea 
Sim for their roles in secur- 
ing his return from exile. 

Hun Sen. who effectively 
ousted the prince in a week- 
end of street fighting in 
July, asked the king to gram 
the amnesty after confer- 
ring with Chea Sim. 

The prince also con- 


firmed an earlier announce- 
ment by an aide that an 
advance team would head 
to Phnom Penh on Tuesday 
or ‘'Wednesday at the lat- 
est.” 

Aide Kong Vibol 
announced the prince's 
decision to head for Phnom 
Penh next week to take part 
in general elections planned 
for July. 

King Sihanouk Saturday 
agreed to pardon him fol- 
lowing his convictions in 
his absence for allegedly 
smuggling arms and collud- 
ing with the .outlawed 
Khmer Rouge. 


Chadian 


security 

forces 


pursue 
search for 


European 

hostage 


LIBREVILLE .(AFP) - 
Chadian security forces 
pursued efforts Monday to 
find and free the last of 
eight Europeans taken 
hostage in northern Chad, 
as an armed opposition 
group claimed responsibili- 
ty for their capture. 

Chadian Communic- 
ations Minister Haroune 
Kabadi told AFP by tele- 
phone that the eighth cap- 
tive was being sought in an 
army sweep in the Tibesti 
region and that accor ding 
to the government's latest 
information he was French. 

Meanwhile, the opposi- 
tion National Front for the 
Renewed Chad (FNTR) 
claimed responsibility for 
abducting eight people 
Sunday and stated that ihe 
last one was “safe and 
well”, but would be held 
prisoner, while the others 
had been freed “for human- 


itarian reasons. 

The eight tourists — six 
French and two Italian 
nationals — were seized 
Sunday as they were visit- 
ing Emi Koussi mountain 
in the Tibesti region. 

Mr. Kabadi said security 
forces had freed seven of 
them and these were “in 
good shape and heading for 
Faya-Laigeau (the main 
northern Chad town), 
before being brought dur- 
ing the day to Ndjamena," 
the Chadian capital. 

The FNTR said in a com- 
munique signed by. its for- 
eign relations .spokesman 
Mabamat Adam, that the 
last hostage “will remain 
with the FNTR guerrillas 
until our demands have 
been met.” 

This. the statement 
explained, “means the 
withdrawal of French 
troops from Chad and the 
end of activities by oil 
companies in the country.” 

The French foreign min- 
istry responded to 
Monday's statement, 
issued in Lagos and 
released in Paris, simply by 
saying that it was maintain- 
ing contact with the 
Chadian authorities and 
was not certain of the 
nationality of the last of the 
hostages. 

Officials refused to make 
any further comment. 

French troops have for 
decades been deployed in 
the largely desert nation of 
Chad, which became inde- 
pendent in 1960 and has 
seen a series of civil wars 
among rival warlords and 
territorial strife over the 
north with neighbouring 
Libya. 

According to Mr. Kabadi, 
the kidnappers behind 
Sunday’s move were “a 
group of six people from 
the region, including two or 
three military men.” 


China all set to launch two Iridium network satellites 


BEUING i AFP) — China is 
set to launch two .American 
satellites using the Long 
Man:h-2C/SD rockets from 
the Taiyuan launch site in the 
country's north, space indus- 
try officials said Monday. 

Meanwhile, the Chinese 
Academy of Launching 
Technology iCALT) 

announced that China would 
send its first man into space by 
2000 and to the moon early 
next century. 

The two satellites of the 
Iridium network to be 
launched into a low -earth orbit 
early Wednesday by die same 
Smart Dispenser rocket, are 
part of a series of 20 payloads 
belonging to the U.S.' firm. 
Motorola, which are to be sent 
up in pairs in the coming 
years. 

More launches are set for 
this year. 

Iridium is a cellular 
telecommunication network 


ensuring worldwide coverage 
with the help of 66 interlinked 
satellites orbiting at altitudes 
of 630 kilometres. Each satel- 
lite weighs 689 kilogrammes 
and has a life of five to eight 
yeans. 

Chinese press reports also 
announced four more launch- 
es of foreign and domestic 
.satellites in I99S. 

A Sino-BraziJian earth 
resources survey satellite. 
CBERS-I (or ZY-1) will be 
put on a polar orbit by an 
LM4B rocket capable of lift- 
ing 2.8 tonnes. 

The Long March-3B 
(LM3B) super-launcher, 
which can lift a five tonnes 
payload into a geostationary 
orbit, is to launch the 
Chinastar-J. built by the U.5. 
firm Lockheed- Martin for the 
China Oriental Telecom 
Satellite Company Lid. 

It will also launch the 
French Aerospatiale-built 


Sinosat-1 for an official 
Chinese client 

By end-1998, the LM3B 
will have to lift China’s 
biggest satellite yet, the 
ChinaSat-S. 

The $ 1 00-million- satellite 
weighing four tonnes, is being 
built by the U.S. firm. Space 
Systems/Loral, for the 
Chinese satellite transmission 
and telecommunications cor- 
poration, ChinaSat, under the 
former ministry of posts and 

telecommunications. 

While the LM3B is the most 
powerful Chinese rocket 
equipped with four thrust 
motors, it is inadequate for 
manned flights, said Xu 
Dazhe. vice president of 
CALT. whose 27.000 scien- 
tists and engineers have 
worked on the Long March 
family. 

Launch vehicles with a 
payload capacity of over 10 
tonnes can. in feet, cany astro- 


nauts into orbit," Mr- Xu was 
quoted by Xinhua news 
agency as saying. 

“However, the capacity will 
have to be increased to 20 
tonnes or more for more deep 
space exploration, including 
lunar and planetary expiO' 
rations.” 

The most powerful Chinese 
rocket for use in low earth 
orbit launchings is the LM2E- 
which can lift a 95-tonne pay- 
load. 

“China has already 
Launched recoverable capsules 
into space carrying annuals* 
but does not yet have (he 
capacity to launch manned 
vehicles even into low-efflth 
orbits,” a foreign expert saii 

“It will go all out to send its 
man into space, if only forth 6 
sake of national pride, but the 
Chinese really lack the meats 
to develop in this area as ft 
needs very large investments, 

the expert added. 
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Moldova 
Communists 
ahead, voters 
dislike 
reforms 

CHISINAU (R) — Moldovans 
appeared to reject the country’s 
current market reform pro- 
gramme Monday as the 
Communist Party emerged 
ahead with nearly all the votes 
counted in Sunday’s parfiamen- 
tary election. 

The central electoral com- 
mission told state television the 
Communist Party was in front 
with 293 per cent of the vote 
after 92 per cent of ballots were 
counted by 830 am (0630 
GMT). 

The vote for the Communists, 
who said they will increase 
state control of the economy 
and review privatisations, was 
widely seen as a ‘no’ to die hes- 
itant market economic reforms 
of embattled President Petru 
Lucinshci, who had urged vot- 
ers to reject “extremism." 

Consultations were expected 
to begin Monday between the 
four leading vote-w innin g par- 
ties to try to form a coalition 
govemmem. 

Communist Party leader 
V ladimir \faronin has vowed to 
work with other parties in the 
parliament. 

But his admiration for heavy- 
handed state intervention in the 
economy of fanner Soviet state 
Belarus would make him a dif- 
ficult ally for foe Nationalists 
and Centrists, who support 
varying degrees of market 
reform. 

"In most districts, the 
C ommunis t Party of Moldova 
is in first place,” Anaiol Puica, 
secretary of the fcrmer Soviet 
Republic's Central Sectoral 
Commission, said in an inter- 
view broadcast live on state 
television. 

He said voter turnout had 
been 68 per cent 
State tekviskn said die 
Nationalist Democratic con- 
vention had 195 per cent of the 
vote while foe Centrist move- 
meat for a demoaaticand pros- 
perous Moldova won 18 per 
cere: 

The fourth pmty to cross a 
four-per cent barrier was foe 
nationalist party of democratic 
forces with nine per cent 
Fifteen parties and 60 inde- 
pendent candidates competed 
for places in Moldova’s 101- 
seal parliament, \btcs from 
candidates who did not pass the 
barrier will be distributed 
among parties which did. 

Unlike in scane other fanner 
Soviet republics, the parliament 
holds teal power in the cocnny 
of 43 milli on situated between 
Romania and Ukraine. 

Consultations are likely to get 
underway Monday between foe 
four parties to create a coalition. 

“I would Kke to see the con- 
vention form a coalition with 
the centrists." said a senior 
Moldovan banking source who 
worried for market reforms 
under a Communist govern- 
ment. 

But commentators hold that 
foe Communists will probably 
make a coalition pact with the 
centrists. 

The Co mmunis t party was 
competing in a parliamentary 
election for the first time in - 
Moldova — it had been banned 
by a previous nationalist gov- 
ernment after the Moscow coup 
in 1991 and was only legalised' 
in 1994. 



U.S. President Bill Clinton (left). First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and Ghana 
President Jerry Rawlings meet a traditional leader after they arrived in the West 
African country (Reuters photo) 

H. Kong justice secretary to explain 
decision not to charge publisher 


HONG KONG (AFP) ~ 
Hong Kong’s justice secre- 
tary refused Monday to 
detail why she chose not to 
prosecute publishing 
tycoon Sally Aw Sian for 
conspiracy to defraud, cit- 
ing legal principle and the 
rule of law. 

Elsie Leung, appearing 
before the legal panel of the 
Provisional Legislative 
Council, repeatedly said 
she was unable to give 
details of why Aw Sian, 
chairwoman of Sing Tao 
Holdings Ltd., was not 
charged in the Hong Kong 
Standard case, despite 
being named a co-conspira- 
tor by the Independent 
Commission Against 
Corruption (TCAC). 

The ICAC alleged that 
Aw Sian conspired with 
three executives of her 
Hong Kong Standard 
Newspapers Ltd. to defraud 
advertisers by inflating cir- 
culation figures. 

Ambrose. Fok. chairman 
of the legal panel, prefaced 
Ms. Leung’s statement by 


saying the Hong Kong 
Standard case had attracted 
wide media coverage and 
prompted speculation as to 
the way the case was han- 
dled. 

Ms. Leung maintained 
total independence in mak- 
ing her decision and said 
she had followed proper 
prosecution guidelines in 
reaching her decision, 
including whether there 
was sufficient evidence to 
pursue a charge or that it 
was in the public interest. 

“I understand that the 
public and the media would 
' like me to be able to tell 
you the whole story.” Ms. 
Leung, speaking in 
Cantonese, was translated 
as telling the legislators. 
“Other than that they would 
not be fully satisfied. 

“But I must comply with 
the principles that, whether 
or not to launch a prosecu- 
tion, I cannot disclose 
information nor can I dis- 
close information or com- 
ment publicly on cases that 
.are sub judice,” Ms. Leung 


said. 

“So therefore, I cannot 
tell you whether it is the 
public interest or whether it 
is because of a lack of evi- 
dence that I do not initiate 
prosecution against Ms. 
Sally Aw,” she said. 

Ms. Leung said she did 
not want to prejudice the 
trial of the three Hong 
Kong Standard employees, 
which has been adjourned 
until April 9, the three hav- 
ing been formally charged 
but no plea entered. 

“Whatever explanation I 
give now will not satisfy 
the media and public com- 
pletely,” Ms. Leung said. 

“But I hope that they will 
be patient and place 
reliance on our open and 
fair judicial system as. dur- 
ing the trial, the evidence 
will become open to the 
public,” she said. 

Ms. Leung . said she 
hoped that “at the conclu- 
sion of the trial, it will be 
possible to make, a state- ' 
ment an the case ” : ; 


Indonesia forest fires cause 
health fears after first death 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Health 
tears heightened in Indonesia 
Monday as smoke from forest , 
fires claimed a first victim and 
left several ailing. 

The victim, who was not 
identified, died from a respira- 
tory ailment caused by smog 
from the fires in the eastern 
province of East Kalimantan, 
the state Antara news agency 
reported. 

More than 20,000- masks ’ 
have been distributed to resi- 
dents to ease the threat of the 
smoke, which has caused thou- 
sands of cases of eye and skin 
irritations and triggered asthma 
attacks, reports said. 

“1 know it is impractical to 
bring masks here but it’s better 
for us to do so because they 
help us breathe," said one resi- 
dent. 

Health concerns are on foe 
rise as efforts to extinguish foe 
blazes are hampered by severe 
drought and failed attempts to 
induce rain by cloud seeding. 

‘The fires are big and very 
hot. making it difficult to get 


close.” said Sumadhi, installed 
last week as foe country’s new 
forestry minister. 

“Getting within 10 meters of 
foe fires is difficult when using 
traditional fire-fighting tools” 
be told reporters in Jakarta, 
referring to the hoes, rakes and 
buckets used against the 
spreading flames. 

Poor weather and high winds 
were obstructing water bomb- 
ing missions and often caused 
the planes to miss their targets. 

Mr. Sumadhi said Indonesia 
was also under growing pres- 
sure from neighbours to control 
the blazes and prevent a repeat . 
of last year's smog from fires in 
Kalim antan and Sumatra, 
which caused health problems 
in Malaysia and Singapore. 

“There is a high risk with the 
amount of smoke in the air 
now” added an official of foe 
health department in the East 
K alimantan provincial capital 
of Sarnarinda. 

“Bui at the moment we are 
more concerned with clean 
drinking water and disease,” he 


said, highlighting the threai 
from viral fever that causes 
diarrhoea and vomiting and is 
transmitted through unsanitary 
water. 

Clean water sources have 
been drying up since rivers 
drawn on by the local water 
company fell to dangerously 
low levels because of foe 
drought. 

“Rain may be the only way 
we can get these fires under 
control,” Umar added. 

The province has had no rain 
since a brief downpour in 
December. 

The fires have largely been 
blamed on timber and planta- 
tion companies and small fann- 
ers using slash and bum meth- 
ods to clear land for new plant- 
ing. 

More than 127,000 hectares 
of forest haw been destroyed 
this year, causing losses of 22 
trillion rupiah ($220,000 mil- 
lion), the Jakarta Post reported 
Monday citing figures from foe 
official Environmental Impact 
Management Agency. 


Clinton arrives in Ghana 
at start of African tour 


ACCRA (AFP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
his entourage arrived in 
Ghana Monday at the start 
of a high-profile 11 -day 
tour of six African coun- 
tries, which is the first by 
an American president in 
two decades. 

Mr. Clinton landed at 
Accra’s Kotoka 

International Airport on 
schedule at 7:45 a.m. 
(Q745 GMT) ro be met by 
his Ghanaian counterpart 
Jerry Rawlings, who wore 
his trademark batakari, a 
1 traditional sleeveless 

smock, and a host of other 
dignitaries. 

The chief linguist of the 
Accra region, who repre- 
sents the traditional chief 
of the Ga ethnic group, 
wearing a white robe, sang 
incantations and poured a 
libation of alcohol onto the 
ground to' welcome the 

French 

students 

mount 

protests 

over 

National 

Front 


PARIS (AFP) — Hundreds 
of Parisian students walked 
out of school Monday to 
protest against deals struck 
last week between the far 
right National Front and 
centre-right renegades. 

The protest took place as 
voting began Monday, in 
key French regions, includ- 
ing the greater Paris area 
known as the Ile-de- 
France, with all eyes turned 
on the far right National 
Front 

The deals Friday between 
centre-right incumbents 
and the extremist party 
have cast a pall over 
France, with analysts fore- 
casting a rightwing split 
and commentators and 
politicians describing the 
unprecedented alliances 
with the pariah party as a 
turning-point in the coun- 
try’s post-war political his- 
tory. 

Several hundred sec- 
ondary school students 
were massing around the 
Luxembourg Gardens in 
the Latin Quarter waving 
banners to “denounce the 
rightwing-National Front 
accords” and “stop any 
such shame falling on the 
De-de-France.” 

The From lead by Jean- 
Marie Le Pen wants for- 
eigners sent home and 
“national preference”, or 
French-first policies, 
adopted in all domains. It 
blames the country’s high 
unemployment and rising 
urban crime rates on the 
presence of foreigners. 


U.S. visitors and to ensure 
they enjoyed a safe visit. 

Security was tight at the 
airport as the two presi- 
dents greeted each other 
and their wives, Hillary 
Clinton and Nana 
Rawlings, were seen to 
embrace to the sound of the 
traditional drumming. 

Dancers. who Mr. 
Clinton acknowledged 
with a V-for-vicioiy sign, 
were also on hand at foe 
airport, as were a guard of 
honour and a plethora of 
journalists from local and 
international media. 

Many of these correspon- 
dents were eager for an 
official reaction from Mr. 
Clinton to Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
abrupt decision to fire his 
entire cabinet, announced 
earlier Monday morning. 

No U.S. reaction had 
been forthcoming by 9:00 


a.m. (0900 GMT) 2nd offi- 
cials travelling with foe 
president said (hey needed 
more information from foe 
Russians before comment- 
ing. 

After greeting a long line 
of Ghanaian ministers, 
other dignitaries and foe 
diplomatic corps, a convoy 
of some 50 vehicles left foe 
airport along a route lined 
with schoolchildren and 
other Accra residents wav- 
ing the national flags of 
Ghana and the United 
States. 

Many wore dresses and 
shirts made from a special- 
ly-printed fabric bearing 
photographic portraits of 
both presidents, whose 
images also appeared on 
dozens of billboards across 
foe city. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
people poured into foe cap- 
ital's huge Independence 


Square, where Mr. Clinton 
was later expecred to deliv- 
er a speech. 

According to an official 
schedule, both Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Rawlings are to 
make their way to Osu 
Castle, foe seat of Ghana’s 
presidency, where they are 
to provide foe press with 
photo opportunities with a 
walk through the gardens 
before starting talks on 
bilateral issues. 

As well as Ghana, Mr. 
Clinton’s tour will take in 
Uganda, Rwanda, South 
Africa, Botswana and 
Senegal. 

During his historic trip, 
which is not only foe first 
tour in 20 years by a U.S. 
president but also foe 
longest ever, Mr. Clinton 
will seek to convince 
African leaders of U.S. 
commitment to the conti- 
nent's future. 


Far-right deals fuel 
leftist gains in French poll 


PARIS (R) — France's 
governing left scored sig- 
nificant gains in Sunday's 
local elections as voters 
punished opposition par- 
ties for cutting deals with 
foe far-right National Front 
in last week's regional 
polls. analysts said 
Monday. 

According to final results 
released by foe interior 
ministry, A 1 of mainland 
France’s 95 departments 
fell to France's left-wing 
ruling coalition of 
Socialists, Communists 
and Greens in Sunday's 
cantonal elections. 

That left 64 departments 
in the hands of foe main- 
stream right and 31 in foe 
hands of foe left, as only 
half of France's 1,958 can- 
tons are up for election 
every three years. 

“Undeniably, foe left has 
gained and the national 
Front has solidified its 
position. Voters were very 
disturbed by foe events of 
last week,” Claude 


Goasguen, leader of the 
centre-right Union for 
French Democracy (UDF), 
told radio Monte Carlo. 

An Ipsos poll for foe 
French daily Liberation, 
conducted Saturday, found 
that 64 per cent of voters 
wanted foe right to refuse 
to cut deals for power with 
foe National Front 

But the poll also found 
that 45 per cent believed 
foe right would one day 
govern France with 
National Front ministers in 
its cabinet, the poll found. 

The xenophobic National 
Front, led by fiery orator 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, won 
control of three cantons 
though it foiled to win any 
departments. It had held no 
cantons going into this 
year's poll. 

The Front won 15.5 per 
cent of foe vote in foe 
regional polls which were 
held in a single round of 
proportional voting. 

As neither foe left nor foe 
right won an absolute 


majority in nearly all of 
mainland France’s 22 
regions, the Front's score 
put it in position to play 
king-maker in foe selection 
of regional presidents, cho- 
sen by foe newly elected 
regional councillors in vot- 
ing which began Friday. 

The Front helped conser- 
vatives win in five regions 
last Friday. Four more 
regions were due to choose 
their new chaiimen 
Monday in contests that 
threaten to split the moder- 
ate righL 

Among foe winners 
Sunday was Jean-Francois 
Mancel, the foriner RPR 
secretary-general expelled 
from foe Gaullist party last 
week for advocating coop- 
eration with foe shunned 
front. He easily carried 'his 
department of Oise. 

Environment Minister 
Dominique Voynet won in 
her Jura department but 
junior Education Minister 
Segolene Royal lost in 
Deux-Severs. 


13 ex-soldiers charged in murder 
of Philippines leftist labour leader 


MANILA (AFP) — 
Thirteen former soldiers 
were charged with murder 
Monday in connection with 
foe 1986 killing of a 
Philippines leftist labour 
leader, court officials said. 

The defendants included 
two former colonels and 
soldiers belonging to a mili- 
tary clique that played a key 
role in foe ouster of dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos and sub- 
sequent coup attempts 
against his successor, 
Corazon Aquino. 

State prosecutors said 
they had found enough evi- 
dence to file the charges in 
court. No bail was recom- 
mended. 

Two other military offi- 


cers and a journalist were 
excluded from foe charges 
for lack of evidence. 

The double murder 
cbaiges were tied to the 
killings of trade union 
leader Rolando Olalia and 
his driver, Leonor Alay-Ay, 
whose mutilated bodies 
were found outside Manila 
in November 1986. 

“As established by foe evi- 
dence. foe respondents had 
their individual roles to per- 
form from foe planning, 
surveillance to abduction 
and subsequent killing of 
Olalia and Alay-Ay,” foe 
prosecutors said. 

Human rights activists 
have said the killings were 
part of a 1986 plot to over- 


throw Ms. Aquino shortly 
after a bloodless uprising 
toppled Mr. Marcos. Sbe 
had had a falling out with 
the junior officers who 
helped topple the dictator. 

The filing of the charges 
followed foe signing of a 
human rights accord 
between foe Philippine gov- 
ernment and communist 
guerrillas last week in foe 
Netherlands which includes 
compensation for victims of 
human rights abuses during 
foe Marcos rule. 

The agreement on human 
rights is foe first of four 
pacts that could lead to a 
final peace agreement to 
end a 29-year-long 
.Communist rebellion. 


Prosecution wants expanded probe of 
South Korea’s North Wind scandal 


Official inquiry starts on second Philippines aviation disaster 


•V . .if-- . 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea’s chief prosecutor 

Monday caDed for an expanded 
investigation into allegations of 
misuse of seas contacts with 
North Korea after foe attempted 
suicide here of former intelli- 
gence chief Kwon Young-Hae. 

“Politicians, both ruling and 
opposition, should ' be sum- 
moned and face legal action if 
they are found to have commit- 
ted crimes,” Prosecutor General 
Kim Tflfi-Iun g told journalists. , 

“A full probe into foe scandal 
roust be earned out under any 
circumstances and must cover 
both alleged . connections 
between the ANSP and North 
Korea . and between North 
Korea and politicians. Neither 
can be tolerated. 

“We have to delve into foe 
troth behind foe scandal to pre- 
vent the recurrence of sod) 
activities as using North Korea 


for political purposes,” he said 
The prosecutor general's 
statement was widely seen here 
as having the blessing of 
President Kim Dae-Jung. ft was 
expected to cool an intensifying 
battle between foe opposition 
and Me Kim's ruling camp 
over “Operation North Wind” 
“North Wind” is the code- 
name of several alleged plots 
hatched during past elections 
by the ANSP (foe Agency for 
National Security Planning) 
with the cooperation of North 
Korea id cement foe ruling 
party’s grip on power in Seoul 
One, dining the runup to the 
Dec. IS presidential elections, 
pamtpd Mr Kim as a leftist to 

try to prevent him taking power 
Earlier Monday, the former 
ANSP head who is recovering 
in hospital after slashing his 
stomach open in a suicide 
attempt during a prosecution 


interrogation, issued a state- 
ment through his lawyers say- 
ing he had known of the plot 
against the presidenL 

“It was my responsibility that 
I received a plan... and I let it go 
ahead” Mr. Kwon said refer- 
ring to the ANSP’s payment of 
$200,000 to stage fake allega- 
tions against the then presiden- 
tial contender. 

The former intelligence chief 
had “already clarified his posi- 
tion to prosecutors, and he had 
attempted suicide to avoid any 
misunderstanding of the con- 
troversy” the lawyers said 

Mr. Kwon, 60, also con- 
firmed “there had been do 
improper treatment during the 
prosecutors’ investigation, and 
he expressed his wish that the 
scandal would not escalate into 
a major political issue," the- 
lawyers said. 


MANILA (AFP) — 
Aviation officials Monday 
began an inquiry into a 
Philippine Airlines (PAL) 
Airbus jet which overshot a 
runway in foe central 
Philippines killing force 
people and injuring 1 14, 
officials said 

The airline said in a state- 
ment Monday it would air- 
lift “five injured passengers 
requiring special treatment” 
to Manila, including one 
Malaysian. 

The cockpit voice recorder 
and flight data recorder of 
foe Airbus A320 were now 
with PAL but would be 
“downloaded and processed 
in France,” Air 
Transportation Office (AID) 
chief Carlos Tanega said in a 
report to President Fidel 
Ramos. 

Members of foe French 
safety investigation board 
and safety ' experts from 


Airbus, based in Tolouse, 
France, will arrive Tuesday 
“to help in foe ATO-led 
investigation a presidential 
palace statement said 

“The ATO is spearheading 
the investigation into foe 
incident,” a PAL statement 
said. 

PAL Flight 137 with 121 
passengers and six crew 
aboard overshot foe runway 
and plowed into a slum area 
as was landing at night at 
Bacolod airport on foe- 
island of Negros, killing 
three people on foe ground 
and leaving 1 14 people 
injured 

It was foe second major 
plane accident in the 
Philippines in six weeks 
after a Cebu Pacific Air DC- 
9 jet hit a mountain in the 
south on Feb. 2 killing all 
104 people on board in the 
country- ’s worst air disaster. 

It was not clear how many 


of foe 114 people injured 
from foe PAL flight were 
from foe ground A PAL 
statement said earlier that 
most of foe injured “were 
released after being found to 
be in good condition ‘while 
foe others were sent to hos- 
pitals for treatment mostly 
for minor bruises.” 

The palace statement said 
that Flight 137 had overshot 
foe runway by about 200 
metres while landing at 7:41 
p.m. (1141 GMT). 

Mr. Tanega who was at foe 
scene hours after foe crash, 
told Mr. Ramos that 
moments before the acci- 
dent rescue workers at the 
airport had “noticed foe 
plane because it was cruis- 
ing at an abnormally high 
speed.” 

However, "there is no need 
to ground foe (remaining 
PAL) planes” Airline offi- 
cials have stressed foe plane 


was new and in good condi- 
tion. 

Senior Vice President for 
sales Avelino Zapanta told a 
local radio station Monday 
foe plane was one of four 
new Airbus 320s which PAL 
obtained last year to replace 
Boeing 737s on domestic 
routes. The airline has 
ordered 12 Airbuses in all. 

A top senator, meanwhile, 
questioned foe capability of 
the Bacolod airport to han- 
dle “heavy Jumbo jets such 
as an Airbus A320.” 

“We’re not sure if it can 
handle an Airbus A320, 
especially at night,” Senator 
Ernesto Herrera said in a 
statement 

He added “there are only 
three to five international 
class airports which can 
more or less safely take in 
night landings by- medium- 
sized jets,” noting he did not 
remember seeing Bacolod 


on that list. 

Meanwhile one of foe 
injured passengers, a newly 
wed woman, was paralysed 
in the crash, a doctor attend- 
ing to some of the injured 
passengers said. 

“She had a fracture of the 
neck and she is paralysed,” 
Doctor Patricio Tan told 
AFP in a phone interview 
from a Bacolod hospital. 

She is reportedly among 
foe five being brought to 
Manila. 

He added that foe Airbus 
pilot had received ‘‘exten- 
sive head wounds and a bro- 
ken ankle after being pinned 
to foe cockpit for a long 
time,” but stressed that all 
foe passengers and crew 
were “alive and in safe con- 
ditions.” 

Officials identified one of 
the dead as foe manager of a 
nightclub which was mowed 
down by the jet. 


t 



A 


6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Tuesday March 24; i^ 




Jordan Times View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khburt^f’:-|- 


An indcpcaded Anb political duly pebfohed a Eb|Hi l>) ibe Jwtfm ftw FwilBipn IrnNutaJ 1 «T5 
^•vVI « . •» » - B 1 V-* <>c v>Wih- lus~ Khu* S-Jv.** 1 - 


Palestine’s merciless transition 
from national cause to vegetable market 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-in-chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, jP-O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 5684311, 5699634, 5667171, 5603585 

Facsimile: 5696183 

E-mail: jotimes@go.com.jo 

Web Sites: http://accessmeuxwn/JordanTimes/ 


Thr Jordan Tana is published daily except Fridays. Subscription and advertising 
rates art avatiabic from the Jordan Times advertising department. 


Instruments of 
death in our midst 


A SEVEN- YEAR-OLD child was killed 
recently by a land mine in the Adassia area 
not too far from Amman. It was also con- 
firmed that four others have lost their lives 
in the past due to anti-personnel mines left 
inadvertently by the army in the same loca- 
tion. What adds insult to injury is the dis- 
closure that there still remains several 
undetectable land mines there without 
warning signs or barbed wire to keep people 
out of the danger zone. Some of these mines 
may have been washed away from their 
original sites by heavy rain. Still the deaths 
suggests that the issue of land mines in the 
country is not being handled with enough 
attention or care to save lives. The mines in 
the Adassia area and other parts of the 
country facing the Jordan Valley were 
deployed by the Armed Forces in the past to 
defend the country from an Israeli incur- 
sion. In the wake of the 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel the threat of an armed attack on 
the Kingdom has been reduced to manage- 
able proportions. 

There is also information that land mines 
are still deployed all along the borders to 
combat drug trafficking and prevent illegal 
entry to the country. This dependence on 
anti-personnel mines for defending .the- 
Kingdom, however, runs counter to the 
Ottawa Treaty on land mines which we have 
supported in principle but not signed until 
this day. In the absence of compelling rea- 
sons to rely on anti-personnel mines even 
along our long frontiers, Jordan must start 
developing alternatives to protect our bor- 
ders from infiltrators and smugglers. Even 
if we need to maintain our vigilance along 
our borders for the time being, there is no 
excuse whatsoever for keeping these active 
explosives within the heartland of the coun- 
try till this late hour. Better still, that all 
such mines must be sought and destroyed as 
a matter of highest priority. No effort must 
be spared to locate these indiscriminate 
instruments of death amongst us and 
destroy them before they kill more unsus- 
pecting innocent people. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Majd’s Fahed Rimawi said Monday it is a shame 
for the Arabs and the Palestinians to remain silent about 
Ariel Sharon's open threats against Khaled Misha 'al 
who was the victim of an abortive Israeli attempt on his 
life last year. He urged Hamas, the resistance group to 
which Misha' al belongs, to take immediate action and 
assassinate Sharon before he con hatch another con- 
spiracy to kill Hamas leaders. Mere threats and promis- 
es from Hamas lo retaliate against Sharon's previous 
crimes which he conducted against the Palestinians dur- 
ing Israel's invasion of Lebanon and his conspiracies 
against Palestinian leaders are not enough and Hamas 
should take matters seriously and cany out retaliatory 
action against Sharon, stressed the writer. He said if 
Hamas delays action against Sharon, it would be grant- 
ing him Further time and more opportunities to carry our 
an assassination attempt against Misha’ al. What is 
wanted from Hamas, said the writer, is to carry out its 
attacks on all Israeli embassies and interests not only 
inside the occupied Arab lands but also anywhere else 
around the world. 


Al Arab Al Ya win's Marwan Hazine addressed the 
current flurry of activities in the Middle East, w ith 
many foreign dignitaries visiting the Arab capitals and 
Israel to try to revive the peace process. Despite the 
numerous visits to the region by European and 
American envoys and foreign ministers and even pres- 
idents and government leaders, no solutions to the 
region’s problems have been found and no serious 
action has yet been taken on the part of the Europeans 
to pressure Israel into respecting U.N. resolutions, 
according to the writer. He said the visitors who meet 
Middle Eastern leaders and people musr have discov- 
ered the ills and must have realised the source of obsta- 
cles to a lasting settlement, but to date their govern- 
ments have failed to exercise any form of pressure to 
ensure the implementation of the Security Council res- 
olutions. He said it has no doubt become clear to the 
Europeans and the Americans that il is the Arabs who 
are in need of security and not Israel, and that it is the 
Arabs who are exercising flexibility and showing all 
readiness for peace and security. 


THE ARAB-ISRAELI conflict is passing through anoth- 
er of those moments that are defined by an odd combina- 
tion of hope and despair: Intense diplomatic efforts by 
scores of regional and international actors to re-start the 
Israel i-Palesiinian and Israeli-Syrian-Lebanese peace 
talks are a sign of hope — but thi* is deflated by the 
despairing reality that the fuss is mostly about whether 
Israel's next redeployment from the occupied West Bank 
would be a maximum of ten per cent of the land (as Israel 
wants) or the 13 per cent that the United States seems 
ready to suggest. These limited Israeli redeployments are 
being negotiated essentially between the United States 
and Israel, with the Palestinian. .Arab. European. United 
Nations and other international perspectives playing no 
significant role. 

The imbalance of power in favour of Israel puts ever 
more pressure on the Palestinians to submit to Israeli dic- 
tates on land, security, settlements, and other such basic 
issues of the conflict. The Palestinians in turn exhibit a 
peculiar capacity to accept every new humiliation and 
limitation that is imposed on them by Israel. This strikes 
me as not just puzzling, but rather important, and worthy 
of greater analysis in order to understand why it is hap- 
pening. 

The Palestinian National Authority (PNA) headed by 
Yasser Arafat hopes and pleads for American initiatives 
and “pressure” on Israel to withdraw from another 10-13 
per cent of the occupied West Bank. The Israeli govern- 
ment wants only a 5-10 per cent withdrawal, arguing that 
anything more would endanger Israeli security, especially - 
the security and interests of the Jewish settlers throughout 
the occupied Palestinian territories. The whole world — 
except for the Uniied States. Israel and Micronesia — has 
just voted at the United Nations General Assembly for a 
resolution that brands those Israeli settlements and 
colonies in the occupied territories as illegal. 

More striking than all this, though, is that a strong 
majority of Palestinians still supports the Oslo peace 
process, which provides the framework for the present 
negotiations. The latest poll in early March, by the 
Nablus-based Centre for Palestine Research and Studies, 
showed that some 67 per cent of Palestinians support the 
Oslo peace process, and 29 per cent oppose it. Moreover. 


support for Yasser Arafat’s Fateh political group is also 
rising in the short term, commanding 46 per cent support 
among those surveyed this month, as opposed to an aver- 
age of around 40 per cent throughout the previous year. 

How do we reconcile the continuing political marginal- 
isation of the PNA with the strong and even rising support 
for its peace policies among its own people in Palestine? 
There is only one answer that makes any sense to me: the 
Palestinian issue is slowly but steadily becoming one of 
purely local and material dimensions, and the PNA's poli- 
cies appear to respond to the demands of these _ new 
dimensions. The Palestine issue is shedding its traditional 
dimensions as part of the Middle Eastern anti -colonial 
struggle that once spanned centuries and states. Most 
Palestinians in Palestine support the Oslo process and 
Arafat's policies because those policies have brought 
small, incremental yet meaningful benefits to their every- 
day lives. And as more Palestinians work in the Israeli 
economy, the Palestinian support for Oslo and Arafat will 
increase commensurately. 

The majority of Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza 
now get on with their daily lives without significant con- 
tact with Israelis. They put up with occasional petty 
humiliations that recall the worst of the apartheid era reg- 
ulations in South Africa — such as security zones, land 
confiscations, and travel and residence permits that regu- 
late where Palestinians can and cannot live and work in 
their own country’. Nevertheless most Palestinians want 
rhe Oslo process to continue because these contacts with 
Israelis are decreasing with every Israeli redeployment. 
For most Palestinians in Palestine, the difference between 
a 13 per cent, a ten per cent, or a seven per cent Israeli 
redeployment is meaningful, even substantial. 

We are witnessing a bitter and merciless historical tran- 
sition from Palestine as a national Arab cause to Palestine 
as a local vegetable and labour market The Arab World is 
dominated by ideological criticism and personal ridicule 
of Arafat and the PNA. These sentiments are offset with- 
in Palestine by a narrow, more pragmatic focus on simple 
material and emotional gains that the majority of 
Palestinians have yearned for during the past half a cen- 
tury — to live a relatively normal life in one’s own soci- 
ety. governed by one’s own people, working for the devel- 
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Gulf-state no-shows 


Bv Aziz Abu-Hamad 


RIYADH — Many Americans are 
puzzled by the failure of U.S. allies in 
the Gulf area to endorse thi- country 's 
current policy towards Iraq. After all. 
a key aim of that policy is to ensure 
the security of those states. Why have 
the Gulf states distanced themselves 
this time? 

The reasons are many and complex. 
Key among them are fear of the desta- 
bilising potential of military action 
and doubts about its effectiveness or 
about the wisdom of maintaining 
blanket, umargeted sanctions. 

While they share U.S. goals regard- 
ing Iraq, most in rhe Gulf believe that 
U.S. policy to achieve them has 
become seriously flawed. Military 
action is opposed as both ineffective 
and destabilising to Iraq's neigh- 
bours. Nor is there support for main- 
taining economic sanctions, which 
have wreaked havoc on millions of 
Iraqi civilians without weakening 
President Saddam Hussein or improv- 
ing compliance with U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

The United Nations' recent agree- 
ment with Iraq has spared it unneces- 
sary destruction, but it also saved 
U.S. Gulf allies from a potentially 
disastrous backlash from their own 
citizens. .An attack on Iraq would 
have destabilised the region and fur- 
ther eroded U.S. influence, while 
doing little or nothing to control the 
spread of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion or get rid of Saddam Hussein. 

We should recall that Desert Storm 
inadvertently created a significant 
threat to the Saudi roval family. 
Islamist opponents who objected to 
an increased U.S. presence became 
vocal for the first time then. The key- 
leaders of this opposition movement 
are now in prison or exile, but the 
movement is far from being subdued. 

Because of the potentially destabil- 
ising effects of U.S. Iraq policy on 
domestic politics, the United States 


no longer can count on unquestioning 
support from Saudi Arabia or other 
Gulf allies. As Crown Prince 
Abdullah quietly assumes the reins of 
power in Saudi Arabia, he is distanc- 
ing the kingdom from Washington's 
current policy. Instead of Washington, 
he consulted Damascus and Cairo and 
then pushed for the adoption of a 
middle-of-the-road position in the 
December summit of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council. The other Gulf 
leaders are similarly asserting their 
independence: during the same sum- 
mit. Sheikh Zayed of the United Arab 
Emirates counselled a drastic rupture 
with Washington over Iraq. 

Except for Kuwait, all Gulf stares 
have made political or humanitarian 
gestures towards Iraq, which has 
taken advantage of the unpopularity 
of U.S. policy by reestablishing sev- 
ered links with its neighbours. During 
the latest standoff. Syria received an 
Iraqi foreign minister for the first 
time in 17 years, and Iraqi envoys 
toured the region, gamering sympa- 
thy if nor support. 

The U.S. failure to move the Middle 
East peace process along fuels scepti- 
cism about U.S. moral leadership. 
Similarly, when the conflict recently 
appeared to be a unilateral U.S. con- 
frontation with Iraq. Saddam's many 
critics in the region kept a low profile 
lest they appear supportive of foreign 
hegemony. Most Iraqi opposition 
groups publicly opposed U.S. threats 
of military strikes. Especially divisive 
iv a possibility advanced bv some 
U.S. officials to sidestep the Security 
Council and “go it alone.” Such a pos- 
ture weakens the case against Saddam 
Hussein, whose own flouting of inter- 
national law is the rationale for mili- 
tary threats. 

With military confrontation averted 
for the time, a new policy is needed to 
end the cycle of military standoffs 
and achieve the goals set by U.N. res- 
olutions. A revamped Iraq policy 
should take into full uccouni the inter- 


ests and opinions of the Gulf states 
and set dear objectives and work to 
achieve them collectively in accor- 
dance with international norms. It 
should include more effective ways to 
ensure compliance with U.N. resolu- 
tions. a recalibration of the sanctions 
and new emphasis on democracy and 
human rights in Iraq. 

For the immediate matter of 
weapons of mass destruction, the 
authority to control them rests with 
the Security Council, not individual 
states. It is important to remember 
that U.N. weapons inspectors have 
achieved more results than any mili- 
tary action has or could. 

Dim as they- may seem, prospects 
for human rights and democratic 
change in Iraq should be pursued. 
Human rights provisions in Security 
Council resolution 6S8 could be 
given force by dispatching human 
rights monitors to Iraq on fact-finding 
missions. A democratic culture in 
Iraq could be cultivated by engaging 
— instead of isolating — Iraqi acade- 
mics. scientists, intellectuals and non- 
governmental groups. 

Assassinations and similar actions 
are not likely to bring down the Iraqi 
government. Barring a spontaneous 
change, a lawful and effective way to 
deal with the current leadership is to 
indict (before an independent interna- 
tional tribunal) those against whom 
there is credible evidence of massive 
human rights violations, such as the 
moss slaughter of Kurds. 

The current policy of economic 
sanctions combined with military 
threats has mainly harmed Iraqi civil- 
ians without weakening Saddam's 
hold on power. Moreover, it has 
threatened the stability of U.S. allies 
and dramatically diminished the 
goodwill the Uniied States enjoyed 
during Desert Storm. 


The writer is a Saudi lawver and 
economist.' The article is reprinted 
from the Washington Post. 


opment of one’s own community. Probably the critical^ 
element in this equation is tbe novel sense ofhopeamo^ 
Palestinians living in the PNA-governed areas .a serigg 
that they can plan and work for their own Am *£ 
being, that they can express their political and 
identitv in freedom, that they know where 
will grow up. which school they will attend, 'whicbj^^ 

guages they will speak. .•?^S§i 

If in the short term this means getting a secunty_pd§g| 
from an Israeli office to travel from one Palestinian 
to another, this is seen today as a manageable pncfcfcgg 
most Palestinians to pay. Not permanently acceptable^ 
manageable for the moment. The measure of success or 
failure for the Palestinians inside Palestine has changed. 
Some will see this as a sign of maturity, patience, and 
wisdom, others as a sign of defeat, helplessness and des- 
peration. It is a combination of both, and it will continue 

because this is the only policy in the lifetime of most 

Palestinians that has ever brought them tangible gains in - 
Palestine. As the lives of most Palestinians in Palestine r 
improve, the credit for these gains translates into political 
support for the PNA. which increases its support by the 
targeted use of its funds to hire tens of thousands of work- 
ersrn its expanding bureaucracy. 

Despite the gross imbalance of power on the ground 
between Israelis and Arabs, for the reasons mentioned 
above the PNA will continue to negotiate according to the 
current Israeli- and American-made ground roles. This 
round of intensive diplomacy will lead to another awk- 
ward compromise that once again gives the Israelis slight- 
ly more than the Palestinians — probably an S- 10 per cent 
Israeli redeployment from tbe West Bank. This will be 
linked to further Palestinian acceptance of humiliating 
conditions set by Israel and accepted by the U.S., such as 
permanent Israeli control over land and water in occupied 
Palestinian lands, expansion of settlements in Jerusalem, 
more stringent security checks, and greater interna] 
Palestinian controls on political groups such as Hamas. 

If imperial-like Israeli and American behavior in this 
respect is so humiliating to Palestinians, why does a 
majority of Palestinians accept and support this process? 
Something is happening among Palestinians inside 
Palestine that we need to better understand. 


No less painful 


To the editor: 


Ahmad Al Shafe’i 
Amman 


Objection to sacking 


To the editor: 


AS AN American academic teaching in Jordan and 
recipient of two Fid bright grants, (three years in Syria 
and one year in Bahrain), I wish to support the Fulbright 
programme officer in Amman, Aida Dabbas, who has 
been summarily dismissed from her position with 
Fulbright for her political activities. I urge the Board of 
Directors to reconsider and rescind this unfortunate 
decision. 


“would probably** be concerned to learn that the 
Fulbright programme officer was “behaving in this 
way. as he put it in toe memorandum of dismissal. 

First of all I think it is inappropriate for the executive 
director to make such an assumption: as a former 
Fulbright grantee. I can say it is inspiring to know that 
people id responsible positions in the Fulbright admin- 
istration are not robots but are willing to commit them- ! 
selves actively and responsibly to human rights, even 
when it means criticising U.S. foreign policy, 
u t“ re 15 10 execu tive director’s view an implied 
belief that employees of American organisations or 
institutions should forego their right to criticise U.S. 
foreign policy, should not “rock the boat,” so to speak- 
I know many people in such positions who are intimi- 
dated by this silent assumption and fear they would risk 

a untL y dared to express their true convictions. 
As Ms. Dabbas points out. Senator Fulbright was him- 
P™ m,nent m tbe best tradition of political dissent 

iult^ C ro.? Se t0 Speak ouc ’ 306 1 strongly object to 
just such courageous people being sacked* for their 

courage: it is a great loss to toe Fulbright programme 

mev tarSSS tragic loss f° r American 

of ‘, he resI of the world. If we, -as U.S. 
e “- can . 1 speak out in defense of the oppressed 
who cm? 1 ™" 15 °^ Ule P olicies of our own government. 


Dr. A. Clare Brandabof 
English Department 
Yarmook University 
Irbid 
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REGARDING THE letter to toe editor (Jordan Times, 
March 21. 1998) written by Roey Gilad. the spokesman 
of toe Israeli Embassy hi Amman, please let me state the- 
following facts. 

It is true that Nazism was - an abhorrent beastly attempt 
by one nation,” but it is totally untrue to say that it was 
“to annihilate one nation” meaning the Jews. The victims 
of Nazism amounted to about 50 million people, 20 mil- 
lion of whom were Soviets. 

It is entirely unjust and unfair to continue ignoring the 
sufferings and pains of other peoples as if they were not 
human' beings. . 

The sufferings and miseries of toe Palestinian people at 
the hands of the Israelis are no less than toe sufferings 
and pains caused by toe Nazis. The Palestinians have 
nothing to do whatsoever with the crimes of the Nazis, 
and the Israelis must understand that the Israeli occupa- 
tion is toe source and cause of all evils, miseries and dis- 
asters. 

Because of the arrogance of power the Israelis think 
that they can deceive the whole world the whole time. 
History teaches us that empires of evil are doomed to be 
defeated and the people’s freedom fighting will end in 
vicrory. 
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The Al Arab Al Yawm, Jordan’s youngest Arabic daily, web site 

Arabic dailies push ahead 
on their Internet sites 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
newspapers’ web experi- 
* ence has barely started to 
mature two years after 
the Kingdom’s first local 
Arabic daily launched on 
the Internet, experts say. 

The majority of written 
Arabic media on the 
Internet is still presented 
in the form of graphic 
images $at tak^an aver- 
age of 30 ^seconds to : 
download,., while,. Latin-., 
based ’,' ' 26' character-set 
media needs seconds to 
view. 

Many are questioning 
why transmit Arabic arti- 
cles as slow download- 
ing images instead of 
fast loading text? 

Ihsan Bustami, editor 
of the Al Ra’i Internet 
edition, the first daily to 
go on-line, said the 
mass-circulation news- 
paper would lose Inter- 
net readership if its arti- 
cles are presented in text 
j format. 

Sakhr, an Arabic-lan- 
guage software develop- 
ment house, was among 
the first to try and Ara- 
bise the Internet, launch- 
ing the Sindibad plugin, 
a small assisting applica- 
tion, for Latin-based 
browsers last year 
through Byte magazine. 

Though the plugin’s 
popularity did not take 
off as expected, cyber 
editors have not been 
discouraged from 

launching text editions. 

Jordan’s youngest 
daily, Al Arab Al Yawm, 
is preparing to launch a 
searchable digital 

archive to appear on the 
Internet by the end of the 
year and die transmis- 
sion of its content in text 
format before Septem- 
ber. 

The daily, which 
launched it's web site a 
month ago, currently 
presents its content as 
images, added Basel Abu 
Saif, its information sys- 
tems manager.' 

Al Arab Al Yawm 
available at www.alarab- 
alyawm.com.jo and born 
during the electronic 
“Age of Aquarius,” has 


bad all its media digital- 
ly archived since its first 
edition hit newspaper 
stands on May 17. 

However, it has set a 
limit of three articles to 
each section of its web 
edition to avoid hurting 
the circulation of its 
international edition 
launched in New York in 
February, he added. ' 
“Items" on the web site 

“Itemsonthe 
web site are a 
sort of 
appetiser to 
tell people 
abroad what 
we have in the 
print edition,” 

Basel Abu Saif, 
information 
systems 
manager, Al 
Arab Al Yawm 


are a sort of appetiser to 
tell people abroad what 
we have in the print edi- 
tion.” added Mr. Saif. 

With an eye on surfers 
limited attention spans 
of a maximum 15 sec- 
onds, Suhail Sabah, 
director of Ad Dustour’s 
Internet Department, 
explained that Jordan's 
oldest daily — available 
at www.adustour.com — 
only presented three to 
four articles so as not to 
burden cyber surfers 
with “information over- 
load.” 

On the other hand. Al 
Rai’s web site at 
www.accessme.cqm/alra 
i, presents all # of its con- 
tent in the form of whole 
pages or singular arti- 
cles, A whole page can 
take an average of 25 
seconds to download. 

Though Al RaTand Al 
Arab Al Yawm have 
quasi-archives that pre- 
sent seven editions a 


week, “technical impedi- 
ments," have prevented 
Ad Dustour from doing 
so, said Mr. Sabah. 

However, he said Ad 
Dustour planned to make 
its written content avail- 
able in text format with- 
in the coming few 
weeks. 

“Arab Internet users 
are passing through a 
transitory period which 
we are taking into 
account as we revamp 
" bur 1 Internet site." 

. Jn the first stage. Ad 
Dustour will have two 
sites: one displaying its 
content as text and 
another “mirroring” the 
paper's content in the 
form of images. 

“With two sites, one 
that presents the content 
in images and another 
that presents it in text- 
surfers will have two 
viewing choices,” said 
Mr. Sabah. 

The paper also plans to 
make all its content 
available in the future 
when it launches its text 
edition. 

Al Ra’i. which 
launched its print edition 
on June 2. 1971, has no 
“immediate" plans to 
launch a text edition. Mr. 
Bustami said. 

Unlike the two older 
dailies — in which the 
government holds a 
major stake — the pri- 
vate-run Al Arab Al 
Yawm, has its own lease- 
line and powerful Inter- 
net server enabling fast 
browsing speeds of its 
site. 

Al Ra’i’s web site is 
hosted by Access and Ad 
Dustour's by Arabia On- 
Line.. 

Mr. Bustami and Mr. 
Sabah declined to say 
whether they planned to 
launch similar facilities. 

As the number of Jor- 
dan’s Internet sites 
mushroom, entities that 
are not available through 
the Internet “do not 
exist," experts warn. 
Those with longer atten- 
tion spans will gradually 
put off surfing slow 
down-loading sites. 
“Therefore, if something 
is not a ‘click away’ why 
bother,” warned one. 


Where to ao this weekend 


Catch the spring early 
in the northern Jordan Valley 


By Richard Tanner 

Special to the Jordan Times 

TAKE THE main road northwest, 
through Sweileh and by-passing 
Salt for the Jordan Rift Valley. As 
Arabia moves northward, so the 
land between it and Palestine has 
sunk, causing the rift to drop into 
the valley, pausing at the sea-level 
viewpoint and then to the floor of 
the lowest valley on earth. Turn 
right at the bottom, cross the Zarqa 
River, pass through Deir Alla to the 
30-metre mound at the north side. 
Climb this “tell.*' above layer upon 
layer of collapsed mud-brick build- 
ings representing life here from 
1600 to 400 B.C. Halfway through 
that period. Jacob may have rested 
here at Succoth, after wrestling 
with the angel further up the Zarqa 
or Jabbok valley (Genesis 321. 

Continue north through rich 
farmlands growing several crops a 
year with water from the E. Ghor 
Canal which criss-crosses the road. 
Built in the 1950s to tap surplus 
water from the Yarmouk River, the 
canal and the efficient irrigation 
practices of local farmers have 
transformed this semi-desert valley 
into Jordan's premier fruit and veg- 
etable area. Look out for swathes 
of yellow Crown Daisies and other 
spring flowers between mid-Feb- 
ruary and April. 

Cross Wadi Yabis, Elijah’s Brook 
Cherith perhaps (I Kings 17), pass 
many more tells including 
Sa’idiyeb which produced such 
treasures, before turning right at 
the far end of Mashari for Pella, 
named after Alexander the Great's 
birthplace. Climbing the hill and 
through Tabaqat Fahl, you pass the 
first of three churches (LHS), the 
main tell <RHS) now fenced off to 
reduce robbery, and on up to the 
resthouse for views down onto the 
site. Grey-brown in summer, green 
in winter and multi-coloured in 
spring, Pella has evidence of a mil- 
lion years of human activity. The 
main tell has everything from 
Stone Age through Islamic periods, 
as you’d expect from a sheltered 
site, easily defended, next to 
springs, with forested hills behind 
and lying at an important cross- 
roads. Stroll down to the Civic 
Centre below, with its Byzantine 
church built atop a Roman ham- 
mam probably from the odeon’s 
missing stones. If you’re energetic, 
climb El Husn opposite for the 
Hellenistic fortress and panoramic 
views. Pella, one of the Decapolis 
cities, became a refuge for early 
Christians escaping their purge 
from Jerusalem (67AD), had a 
major rebuilding 400 years later 
and again after the Persian destruc- 
tion (614 AD) and Islamic success 
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at the Battle of FahiJ (635 AD) 
commemorated in the Mamluke 
mosque on the tell. The Byzantine- 
Umayyad town declined fast after 
the 747 AD earthquake and the 
Abbasid transfer of power from 
Damascus to Baghdad, leaving the 
site unoccupied for the first time in 
5000 years, apart from a small 
Abbasid town to the north-east and 
the ubiquitous bedouin encamp- 
ments. 

For more details, see Rami 


IO IS u> 251a* 


Khouri, ‘Telia," Al Kutba Guide 
1990. And ‘Telia" video, ‘avail- 
able’ through Friends of Archaeol- 
ogy- 

Back down to the main road and 
right, possibly with diversions 
right into the foothills for either the 
older Ziglab or larger (20MCM) 
Wadi Araba Dam, each storing 
winter floodwater for summer irri- 
gation in the valley, and worthy of 
further exploration. Turn right in 
N. Shouneh — left would strand 


you in that triangle of land, leased 
by the Israelis, where the Yarmouk 
meets Jordan River — and enter 
the spectacular Yarmouk gorge. 
Look out for the broken pan of the 
railway bridge, blown not by T.E. 
Lawrence and Emir Feisal in the 
winter of 1917 but in a later Arab- 
Israeli conflict, cutting the branch 
of the Hijaz Railway from Deraa’ 
through Nazareth to Haifa and the 
Mediterranean. You're nearing the 
kilometre-long tunnel where the 
tapping of the Yarmouk for the E. 
Ghor Canal begins. Further up, 
Muslim forces inflicted a crushing 
defeat on the Byzandme army on 
August 20, 636, allowing 

Umayyad sovereignty till 750 A.D. 

On your* left is Himma. Roman 
Hammath Gader. sub-tropical in 
this sheltered valley still below 
sea-level, its public pools filled 
with thermal water. Much nicer is 
the private Mukheibeh pool, a nat- 
ural jacuzzi fed by hot, bubbling 
spring water, steaming in winter. 
As you swim amongst the basalt 
capitals, it's easy to imagine luxu- 
rious life as lived by rich Romans. 
Count your blessings that you’re 
saved their walk up to Gadara, 600 
metres higher up. You reach this 
second Decapolis city by a zigzag 
road to arrive in Umm Qais. 

Walk through the abandoned Cir- 
cassian! black stone town for the 
monumental buildings also in 
basalt. Stop by the museum for a 
guide who'll show you the under- 
ground water tunnels and lend you 
a key to the mausoleum on the 
Decumanus leading west On the 
way there, visit the octagonal 
church (12) and the complete the- 
atre (11), before viewing Lake 
Tabariya (Sea of Galilee) and the 
Golan Heights from the resthouse 
terrace. Return via the stoneless 
North Theatre (10) to find the 
Roman tomb-caverns (2,3) one 
convened into machine-gun nest. 

For more details, see Thomas 
Weber, “Umm Qais," Ai Kutba 
Quide, 1989. c 

Return towards’ Amman across” 
the Northern (Gilead). Highlands,: 
through Beit Ras — Capitolias, 
Number 3 — Irbid and Husn, 
which may be Dion, Decapolis 
Number 4, where you can refresh 
yourself at Rewaq al-Husn under 
the great tell. Continuing south, 
highway 35 bypasses Jerash — 
Gerasa, Decapolis 5 — to cross the 
Zarqa River and climb through 
Sweileh for Philadelphia, Decapo- 
Us 6, now reverted to its Armaic 
name, Amman. 

Extra information can be 
obtained from Rami Khouri. 
"Antiquities of the Jordan Valley," 
Al Kutba, 198S. 


Netanyahu readies for showdown with 
Clinton over peace proposal 


(Continued from page 1) 

negotiations, an Israeli 
newspaper reported Mon- 
day. 

The Haaretz newspaper 
said Washington offered 
to form the committee 
with the Palestinians in 
exchange for dropping its 
oft-repeated demand for a 
freeze in Jewish settle- 
ment building from the 
emerging peace initiative. 

It would be the first time 
the United States sets up a 
joint committee with the 
Palestinians to monitor 
Israeli activity and the 
Haaretz called the move 
“an extraordinary devel- 
opment in the Middle East 
peace process.” 

The U-S. plan, expected 
to be announced follow- 
ing a visit here later this 
week by U.S. peace envoy 
Dennis Ross, centres on a 
demand that Israel with- 


draw from an additional 
13 per cent of the West 
Bank in exchange for 
Palestinian action against 
anti-Israeli activists. 

The joint U.S.-Palestin- 
ian committee would 
monitor the extent of set- 
tlement activity and land 
confiscations, including 
Arab east Jerusalem, to 
ensure Israel is honouring 
the agreement, the news- 
paper said. 

Meanwhile. Palestinian 
officials said Monday 
they had serious misgiv- 
ings about a new U.S. 
peace initiative, but 
unlike Israel did not reject 
it outright. 

Israel appeared to be 
headed for a showdown, 
with the United States, 
perhaps one as serious as 
in early 1990s when the 
U.S, government withheld 
$10 billion in U.S. loan 
guarantees over Israel’s 


refusal to stop expanding 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

A senior Israeli official 
was quoted Monday as 
threatening to use Israel’s 
allies in the U.S. Congress 
to thwart any move by 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton to go public with a 
new Mideast peace plan. 

The unnamed official 
told Israel Radio that Mr. 
Clinton’s intention to call 
publicly on Israel to with- 
draw from an additional 
13 per cent of the West 
Bank would unleash the 
Jewish state’s formidable 
lobbying machine. 

“If the Clinton adminis- 
tration goes public with a 
plan calling for a with- 
drawal of this scope, we 
will reject it outright and 
call on our friends in Con- 
gress” and Jewish- Ameri- 
can groups to pressure the 


government, the official 
said. 

He added however that 
if the United States pre- 
sents its confidence- 
building proposals as sim- 
ple “suggestions" for 
breaking the year-long 
deadlock in the peace 
process, the government 
here would react with 
flexibility. 

A public opinion poll 
released Monday showed 
that 49 per cent of the 
Jewish public favours the 
U.S. proposal, while 42 
per cent oppose it. 

Palestinian officials said 
Monday that the U.S. pro- 
posal fell short of expec- 
tations because it allowed 
Israel to scrap one of three 
phases of a troop pullback 
to which it had committed 
itself in a U.S. -backed 
agreement last year. 

“We welcome any U.S. 

initiative that will push 


the peace process for- 
ward, but our position is 
that any initiative has to 
include three phases of 
redeployment,” said 
Ahmed Abdul Rahman, 
the secretary general of 
the Palestinian Cabinet. 

Palestinian Cabinet min- 
ister Hanan Ashrawi said 
a U.S. initiative should 
hold Israel to agreements 
already signed. 

“The Palestinians have 
major problems with 
American ideas because 
they adopt the Israeli 
views.” Ms. Ashrawi told 
The Associated Press. 
“We insist on three stages 
of redeployment." How- 
ever, Palestinian officials 
were careful not to reject 
the American plan out- 
right. The Palestinians 
believe that they can only 
win Israeli concessions 
through U.S. intervention. 


Cyprus to renounce missiles if settlement is achieved Israeli warplanes attack guerrilla bases in southern Lebanon 


(Continued from page 1) 

The envoy, who was in 
Athens Monday, discussed 
Denkiash’s recognition 
demand with Greek For- 
eign Minister Yannos 
Kranidiotis before heading 
to Ankara. 

Mr. Cordovez said he will 
discuss Denktash’s position 
with U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Kofi Annan and that the 
UJN. Security Council 


should take up the matter as 
the Turkish-Cypriot leader 
insists on changing the sta- 
tus of the interlocutors to 
the intercominuna] negotia- 
tions sponsored by the 
United Nations. 

Mr. Kranidiotis said “we 
cannot go beyond U.N. res- 
olutions which are for a bi- 
zonal bi-communal state in 
Cyprus.” 

The TRNC proclaimed 
independence in 1983 but is 


recognised only by Turkey, 
which has 30,000 soldiers 
stationed in the north. 

Cyprus’s announcement 
in January 1996 that it had 
purchased S-300 ground- 
to-air missiles infuriated 
Turkey, which is 64 kilo- 
metres north of the island 
and has threatened to 
destroy the weapons if they 
are deployed here. 


(Continued from page 1) 

which is used by Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas as a 
launching pad for attacks 
on Israeli troops and 
their allied Lebanese 
militiamen in the occu- 
pied zone. 

Six Israeli soldiers 
were wounded in a 
Hizbollab attack in the 


zone last Friday. 

Monday’s air raids 
came two days after 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan ended a visit 
to Beirut during which 
he held talks with 
Lebanese leaders on 
Israel’s offer to with- 
draw its troops from the 
south in exchange for 
security guarantees. 


Mr. Annan told 
reporters in Damascus 
on Sunday that Syrian 
leaders had expressed 
scepticism about the 
withdrawal offer. 

Syria is the main power 
broker in Lebanon. 

Lebanese Foreign Min- 
ister Faris Bweiz on 
Monday described 
Israel's" offer as a “clear 


political manoeuvre.” 
Speaking before his 
departure for an Arab 
League meeting in 
Egypt, Mr. Bweiz said 
Israel “has no serious 
intentions” to pull its 
troops out of Lebanon, 
as called for in U.N. res- 
olutions. 

Hizbollah is leading a 
guerrilla war to try to 


oust some 1,500 Israeli 
soldiers and 2,500 mem- 
bers of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon 
Army militia from 
southern Lebanon. 

Israel set up the securi- 
ty zone in 1985 to try to 
protect its northern set- 
tlements from guerrilla 
attacks. 
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Anani reveals latest developments 
on restructuring RJ and attracting 


strategic partners to major firms 


By Tareq Avyoub 

Special io lhe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development 
Affairs Jaw ad Anani said 
Monday that two interna- 
tional firms had submitted 
"serious proposals" to buy 
40 per cent of the profit- 
making Jordan Telecom- 
munications Company 

fJTC). 

But Dr. Anani declined to 
name the companies, pan 
of four firms that submitted 
proposals to become a 
strategic partner in the 
state-run JTC. 

industry' sources said last 
month that an American, a 
British, a Greek and an Ital- 
ian firm made their offers in 
line with Jordan's long- 
delayed privatisation 
process launched in 1992 
under an IMF-agreed eco- 
nomic reform plan. 

"Two of these firms have 
submitted serious propos- 
als." Dr. Anani told 
reporters during a weekly 


briefing. 

He said a technical com- 
mittee discussing the offers 
will submit its decision to a 
ministerial committee 
which will decide on the 
winner. 

He declined to say when 
the results will be 
announced. 

Dr. Anani. also minister 
of foreign affairs, said sev- 
eral international financial 
institutions had submitted 
requests to act as financial 
advisors to help selecting a 
strategic partner for the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories 
Company (JCFC). 

"The one that will be cho- 
sen has to submit a study on 
the company's situation and 
to evaluate its assets, real 
value and gains.” he said. 

Dr. Anani said a World 
Bank expert arrived in 
Amman recently to help 
privatise Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) airlines, facings a JD 
450 million debt. 

He has already submitted 
a report on-RJ’s overall sit- 


uation. 

‘‘We are about to invite 
international firms to study 
how to restructure RJ.” Dr. 
Anani added. 

He said the government 
was discussing plans to set 
up a new aviation company 
with various subsidiaries to 
rum it into a profit-making 
operation ahead of RJ's pri- 
vatisation. 

"The new firm will shoul- 
der the responsibility of 
operating the RJ flights and 
the airline's legal responsi- 
bilities.” he added. The 
subsidiaries will look after 
the airport's duty free 
stores. RJ's hotel, and air- 
port maintenance. 

Dr. Anani 's statement 
came amid speculation that 
Saudi multi-billionaire 
Prince AJ Waleed Bin Talal 
had expressed interest in 
buying a large share of RJ. 

"The government wants 
to reduce RJ's debts before 
selling its shares to foreign 
investors", one official 
source said. 


Cutback announcement 
drives up oil prices 


WASHINGTON CAFF) — 
World oil prices surged on 
Monday following producer 
pledges io make deep cues in 
output, but analysts predicted 
the price trend would be short- 
lived. 

After Singapore and London 
reported sharp increases. U.S. 
crude oil prices for May deliv- 
ery leapt $2.39 to $17 a barrel. 

But by mid-morning in New 
York trading they had fallen 
back to $16.33. 

Prices in London gained 12 
per cent, with Brent, the refer- 
ence North Sea crude, addins 
S1.63 a barrel io SI 4.90. 

In earlier trading in Singa- 
pore. Brent at one point was 
selling for SI 5.05 a barrel. 

But industry watchers said 
that given current oversupply, 
an acute economic slowdown 
in Asia and warmer weather in 
the United Stales and Europe, 
the effect of cutback pledges 
announced over the weekend 
could be limited. 

"What you saw in the mar- 
ket's quick response is that 
apparently there's some com- 
mitment there." noted Edward 
Murphy of the American 
Petroleum Institute. 

"But I think the market is 
going to wait and see if the 
cutbacks actually occur and 
how significant they are.” 

Faced with oil prices that 


have plunged to their lowest 
levels since 1988. Saudi .Ara- 
bia and Venezuela, both mem- 
bers of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC), joined with non- 
OPEC member Mexico in a 
campaign to slash global out- 
put by up to two million bar- 
rels a day. 2.7 per cent of 
world production. 

The three countries said 
Sunday they had so far 
secured pledges from other 
producers to cut back by 1.1 
million barrels a day from 
April 1 and that more contacts 
were underway to reach the 
target of between 1.6 million 
and two million barrels. 

Iran. Algeria. Kuwait. Libya 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
all OPEC producers, followed 
suit in announcing cuts, as 
well as Oman which is not a 
part of the 1 1-nation cartel. 

The energy ministry in 
Qatar, an OPEC quota-buster 
like Venezuela, backed the 
cuts and said Monday it would 
also announce reductions 
before the start of April. 

In the aftermath of the 
announcement, industry atten- 
tion was drawn to Venezuela 
and non-OPEC Norway. 

"It is interesting that the 
Venezuelans arc in there 
because they're the ones who 
have been overproducing.'' 


Mr. Murphy said. 

Depite the recent fall in 
prices. Venezuela had refused 
to abide by its OPEC quota 
and had been pumping out an 
excess of between 800.000 
and 900.000 barrels a day. 

Norway, a major North Sea 
producer, on Sunday declined 
to follow suit and reduce out- 
put but did not rule out cut- 
backs at some future date. 

At Texas-based research 
firm Hornsby Company. 
Nizam Sharif foresaw only 
‘■short-term” price hikes — 
perhaps lasting one to two 
months. 

“Once the prices go back up. 
there's always the inclination 
to ratchet up production 
again." he said. 

“But if the cutbacks are con- 
firmed. and particularly if 
Norway joins in. they might 
go up a bit more." 

Working against the produc- 
ers. according to Mr, Sharif, is 
a sharp slump in Asian 
demand — by about half a 
million barrels a day ftom nor- 
mal levels — and prospects 
for a pronounced increase in 
Iraqi volume. 

Iraq has been authorised by 
the United Nations to double 
the value of its overseas oil 
sales to S5.2 billion every six 
months, using the proceeds to 
meet social needs. 


Fears Asian economies will export 
their way to health overblown — WTO 


GENEVA (AFP) — Fears 
that limping Asian 
economies will export their 
way back to health, harm- 
ing business in developed 
economies, are unjustified, 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) said in a report 
issued Tuesday. 

But a slowdown in Asian 
and U.S. economic growth 
rales could lead to a" cut in 
global trade of two to three 
percentage points in vol- 
ume terms in 1998, the 
WTO report on 1997 trade 
developments warned. 

Exports of goods globally 
jumped by 9.5 per cent in 
volume terms last year, the 
second-best result in 20 
years and above WTO fore- 
casts. 

Many pundits worry that 
the recent round of Asian 
currency devaluations will 
lead to a flood of cheap 
imports into rich countries, 
damaging some of their 
industries, slowing eco- 
nomic growth and boosting 
unemployment, the WTO 
said. 

"These fears would seem 
to be largely unjustified as 
far as countries outside the 
Asia region are concerned." 

The WTO concluded that 
exports from Malaysia, 
Thailand. Indonesia. South 
Korea and the Philippines, 
countries battered by the 
turmoil, would grow this 
year but not as rapidly as 
might have been expected 


given the massive falls of 
their currencies against the 
dollar. The five countries as 
a whole account for just 3.6 
per cent of global gross 
domestic product (GDP), 
around seven per cent of 
world trade, and six per 
cent of global foreign direct 
investment. 

Asia as a whole accounts 
for 8.6 per cent of U.S. 
imports and five per cent of 
West European imports. 
Japan, in contrast, takes 16 
per cent of the region's 
imports- 

Thus, even if Asian 
exports to the West rise by 
20 per cent, "this would not 
cause a significant prob- 
lem" for the trade or current 
account ledgers of foreign 
countries, the study said. 

The study acknowledged 
that excess capacity due to 
slack domestic demand 
could be switched to pro- 
ducing exports. 

Other factors, such as 
healthy export track records 
in the most seriously hit 
Asian economies and the 
fact that multinationals 
played a big role in their 
foreign trade, supported a 
strong export-led recovery. 

But a financial liquidity 
crunch, the high costs of 
financing trade, expensive 
imports and the fact that 
Asian countries transacted 
the bulk of their trade with 
each other all undermined 
export prospects. 


External factors could 
also limit Asian export 
growth, the study said. 

North America’s GDP 
growth would probably 
slow this year, implying 
slower import demand 
growth while uncertainty 
hangs over economic 
prospects of the two biggest 
Asian import markets. 
Japan and China. 

Japan, which recorded 
sluggish import growth last 
year, is mired in recession, 
according to the latest fig- 
ures, and a slump could fur- 
ther cut Japanese purchases 
of Asian goods. 

Japanese imports last year 
grew by a meagre 2.5 per 
cent, barely higher than the 
1996 level. 

If the Asiaa financial cri- 
sis is a largely confined to 
the five countries in ques- 
tion. the repercussions 
“should not result in more 
than a small dent in global 
economic growth,” the 
report said. 

As slower growth in 
North and South America 
and Asia is expected to be 
offset partly by stronger 
growth in Europe, “a 
decrease in global trade of 
two to three percentage 
points may be expected." 

“This, however, would 
still leave the rate of global 
trade expansion above the 
rate recorded in the first 
half of the 1990s.” 


Israeli interest rates cut 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's central bank 
announced Monday that 
in response to falling 
inflation it would cut its 
key lending rate by 0.4 
percentage points to 12.2 
percent as of April 1. 

It was the latest in a 
series of interest rate cuts 
by the bank since the start 
of the year. It lowered the 
lending rate 0.8 percent- 
age points in February. 

"We have cut the inter- 
est rate in line with falling 
inflation.” said Yaakov 
Frenkel, governor of the 
Bank of Israel. 

"If the decline in infla- 
tion continues, we will 
continue our policy of 
lowering interest rates but 
in a cautious and mea- 
sured way because we do 
not want prices to 
rebound.” he said. 

The rate of inflation in 
Israel fell to seven per 
cent last year, the lowest 
level in three decades, 
reflecting a slight easing 
in monetary policy and a 
generalised slowdown in 
the Isareli economy. 

In February the con- 


sumer price index fell 0.1 
per cent, bringing the 
annualised rate of infla- 
tion down to between five 
and six per cent. 

Dan Propper, president 
of the Israeli Manufactur- 
ers Association, wel- 
comed the latest interest 
rate cut but said the fall in 
the cost of money "should 
be more rapid.” 

“Are current interest 
rates in real times are 
murderous, nearly eight 
per cent, which is slowing 
economic growth and 
worsening inflation.” he 
said. 

Israel’s gross national 
product (GNP) grew by 
only 1.9 per cent last year, 
down from 4.5 per cent in 
1996, while unemploy- 
ment rose to 7.7 per cent. 

A forecast issued Mon- 
day by the Israeli invest- 
ment firm Meitav predict- 
ed the economy would 
grow barely one per cent 
in 1998 "unless there is a 
breakthrough in the peace 
process” which has been 
stalemated for a year. 


Canada tops 
G-7 for GDP 
growth in ’98 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Cana- 
da has the fastest growing 
economy among the Group 
of Seven (G-7) leading 
industrialised nations, with 
its gross domestic product 
(GDP) expected to rise 3.2 
per cent this year, the Con- 
ference Board of Canada 
has said. 

The G-7 groups Canada. 
with Britain, France, Ger- 
many, Italy. Japan-and the 
United States. 

The Conference Board 
said aggregate growth of 
the G-7 nations should be 
2.1 per cent this year 
against 2.7 per cent last 
year as a result of the 
downturn in Japan. 

The business research 
group said Canada’s pro- 
jected 8.3 per cent growth 
in export of products and 
services is expected to fuel 
its GDP. 

Meanwhile inflation is 
expected to be 1.9 per cent 
this year and two per cent 
in 1999. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 Epsom 

6 Forgo eating 
TO Hand's breadth 

14 False alarm 

15 Teen follower? 

16 Sheet of glass 

17 Outfits with 
raste 

SO Conner/ of 
Bond films 

21 In addition 

22 Moves 
sideways 

23 Voucher 

25 Appropriate 

26 Struck with 
crushing blows 

29 Used tog*c 

34 Looking-glass 
girt 

35 Wooden pins 

36 In-person 

37 Actor O'Shea 

38 Foundation 

39 Temtole 
Russian name? 

40 Dracula Lugosi 

41 Picnic pests 

42 Baking 
chambers 

43 Moments 

45 Danish seaport 

46 Greek tellers 

47 Went fast 

48 Gives Itp 

52 Boozer 

53 Abrasive loof 
57 Casual outfit 

60 Semi-efemrty 

61 Charles Lamb's 
pen name 

62 Follows orders 

63 in the belfry 

64 Workout figs. 

65 Selling feature 
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By Louisa G. White 
SL Petersburg, FL 


Peanuts 


Andv end Oisf 

So. of course. 


never reached 

Mickey never 


Mickey Mouse 

sent the limo. 

waiting for them 

on the pr.cne. 


out on tne desert. 
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DOWN 

1 Fast ptanes. for 
short 

2 Heart problem? 

3 Dr. Zhivago's 
kwe 

4 Betted milrtary- 
st yte rainwear 

5 Visualize 

6 Feeble 

7 Added years 

8 Very dry, as 
wme 


9 Infringe 

10 Potato 

11 Bucket 

12 Starter chips 

13 Loch rn the 
Scottish 
highlands 

18 Bffl stamp 

19 Tends tots 

24 Country 
comedy senes. 

-Haw" 

25 Sponsorship 

26 Classic Disney 
movie 

27 Visitor on Earth 

28 Beverly, the 
opera singer 

29 Relaxes 

30 Green army 
uniforms 

31 'Separate 
Tables' Oscar- 
winner 

32 Roy Rogers’ 

wife Date 

33 Thick 

35 Trousers 

38 Handrail 

42 Poem of praise 



Andy Capp 



44 Impersonator 

45 Makes a 
decision 

47 Soft drinks 

48 Wild guess 

49 Sailing 

50 Worn out 

51 Moral 

rrtsjudgments 


52 CCp with 
scissors 

54 Top cards 

55 Scottish island 

56 Aaention- 
getting sound 

58 Beer choice 

55 Manna _ 
volcano 


Mutt’n’Jeff 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 24,1998: 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Ind : 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Handle business this 
morning. This evening, you’re going to want to relax at 
home. A nice meal, goal music and perhaps a soak in 
the hot mb will make this a memorable Friday night If 
your sweetheart bas other plans, let him or her go with- 
out you. An occasional absence does make the heart 
grow fonder. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’re able to learn 
more quickly than usual. Information just sticks to your 
brain. So study something your boss or professor has 
been trying to teach you. A loved one can help. He or 
she may not have complete mastery of the subject yet. 
but the insights will be priceless. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It’s a good afternoon to 
go shopping, if you can find the energy. It looks like 
you'd rather just take off eaiiy on your weekend jaunt 
That could prove more expensive than you’d planned. 
Better check on your motel reservations and other little 
details. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21.) It looks like you could 
pull off the deal of the century if you got insider infor- 
mation and tried something unusual. You might be able 
to wrangle an unconventional loan. If you don’t have 
somebody helping you with a real estate deal start 
investigating one. He or she will most likely be a Libia. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Your luck changes for the 
worse as your day progresses. There’s a whole lot to do. 
Scan over your lists first thing this morning. Sort out 
those little pieces of paper in your pockets, too. A cou- 
ple of hours spent getting organised this morning could 
really save your bacon later in the day. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Conditions are 
hectic this morning, but you’ll get the most creative 
work done then. Meet with friends later in the day. A 
party would be a good way to relax and renew your 
energy. In fact, it’s a good weekend to party, from tongi- 
ht clear through Sunday. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is easy, but 
don’t get lazy. You’re going to have to perform up to the 
standards you’ve already set for yourself. Better check 
your calendar again. If you miss this meeting, you’ll be 
in trouble. It looks like there might be quite 8 bit of 
money involved. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Conditions 
for travel look excellent through Sunday. How long has 
it been since you and your sweetheart had a romantic 
cruise? If you can’t afford the Princess line, a sailboat 
will do. If you can't even manage a rowboat, don’t let 
that stop you. There's some sort of cruising you can do 
this weekend. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
and your partner had better have a meeting this morn- 
ing. You're going to have to shell out some money later 
in the day, so you need to agree on priorities. If either 
of you spends the money without the other's approval 
it could make the mutual purchase impossible. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you 
push yourself hard this, .morning, you might get out 
early. It’ll definitely be worth the effort You work hard- 
er than three or four peoplemost of thetune; so why not 
allow yourself to relax harder than three or four people 
as well? Go for it. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’d like 
to spend the whole day in fascinating conversation. 
Instead, you're going to have to take care of business. 
Consider the possibilities and make the best decision, ft 
won't be easy, but it could bring you fame as_well as 
fortune. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This weekend 
you’ll be even more romantic than usual. If you don’t 
have a sweetheart, consider somebody you've always 
thought of as a good friend. There might be a difference 
in your ages, but that’s OK. It’s the level of communi- 
cation that counts. 




Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


Health and 
Beauty Aids 





"This stuff loosens dry skin for $16 
a bottle. A sheet of sandpaper does 
the same thing a lot cheaper.” 


Unscramble them four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 

tour onSnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by HMnf Arnold end MHce ArgWon 


LA GY 

n 


- 


•sassr* 1 - 


NARVE 


n 


n 


BiMTAG 


LI 


] 



REVABE 

txr 


WHAT THE NEW 
STEEL WORKS?. 
SAID HIS JOB WAS 


n 


Print answer hare: 11 


k A 


Now arrange (he efteted taturs w 
form (he surprise answer, assuff" 
(jested by the above cartoon. 


nmn 


. (Answers tomortW*) 

Yteterday's j ‘fombles: FRAUD CURVE DOUBLY ABDUCT 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Assets of provident funds, social security account 
for 30 per cent of market value of AFM shares 


** THE ASSETS of provident funds and 
those of the Social Security Corporation, 
estimated to total about JD 1.3 billion, 
account for more than one third of the market 
value of all shares listed in the Jordanian cap- 
ital market, the assistant director general of 
the stock exchange, known as the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM\ has said. 

Noting that the savings and pension sector 
represents the largest corporate investor in 
the Kingdom, AFM Assistant Director 
General Jalil Tarif expected the assets of the 
provident funds to increase by tenfold dining 
the coming 50 years to reach JD2,000 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Tarif, a member of the committee that 
drafted the saving funds law, said that, 
according to a study, the returns achieved by 
the funds during 1996 were only about two 
per cent with some funds even registering no 
returns at all. 

He attributed the low returns generated by 
the funds to many reasons including the lack 
of qualifications and capabilities of the per- 
sons managing the investments. 
Consequently, Mr. Tarif said, the savings are 
not directed to the proper investment chan- 
nels which fulfil the long-term requirement 
of the funds. 

According to Mr. Tarif. the study showed 
that the largest percentage of the provident 
funds, or 34 per cent of the total assets of the 
funds, were invested as deposits at banks. 
Investments in shares accounted for 30 per 
cent and in real estate the investments were 
the lowest at 12 per cent. The remaining 24 
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per cent of the funds’ assets were loans 
extended to employees or members of the 
various funds. 

Mr. Tarif compared the above-mentioned 
breakdown to other funds in developed coun- 
tries, highlighting the situation in the U.S- 
where 90i)er cent of the provident funds are 
invested in fixed-income stocks, bonds and 
shares with only three per cent invested as 
deposits and five per cent in real estate. “As 
such, most of the investments by the funds 
are directed towards long-term investments 
to counter the long-term obligations on the 
funds. 

The AFM assistant director general high- 
lighted the importance of saving funds by 
indicating that they cover nearly 150,000 
workers who represent around a quarter of 
the population. He estimated the total amount 
of the saving funds at JD250 million which 
represent about five per cent of the gross 
domestic product. 

“The draft law to regulate the saving funds 
focuses on giving those funds a legal identity 
to separate their assets from other assets of 
any entity,” Mr. Tarif stressed. He empha- 
sised that subjecting the saving funds .to gov- 
ernment supervision was to safeguard the 
national interests and the interests of the 
workers. “Mismanagement and misuse at 
some funds will have serious social and eco- 
nomic effects," he said affirming that the 
government will hot intervene in the inde- 
pendency and liberty that the funds enjoy ( A1 
Aswaq). 
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Trading in commodities will enable Jordan’s new 
Islamic bank to distribute dividends monthly 


By Mahmoud Masharqah 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab 
International Islamic Bank 
(AUB) Monday announced 
the introduction of 
“Commodity Investment 
Account" system whereby 
it makes it possible for the 
bank to distribute dividends 
to investors on a monthly 
basis. 

AUB General Manager 
Jamil Dasouqi who made 
the announcement at a press 
conference said that under 
the new system the bank 
will trade in particular com- 
modities like timber, petro- 
leum, iron, lead, copper and 
other materials and distrib- 
ute dividends to the 
investors and shareholders 
monthly. 

The new- system has been 
presented to a special sharia 
(Islamic) committee which 
controls Islamic-govemed 


operations at the bank and 
won its approval as con- 
forming to the provisions 
and rules of Islamic law. 
according to Mr. Dasouqi. 

He said the bank intends 
to open three branches in 
Jordan during 199S and is 
planning to open other 
branches later on in the 
Kingdom and abroad. 

Claiming that the bank 
has made many successes 
since its establishment late 
last year, he said the 
deposits of the clients have 
exceeded all expectations 
but he declined to give fig- 
ures. 

He said the AJIB is an 
independent bank and has 
its own board of directors 
and accounts separate and 
independent from the Arab 
Bank. 

The AI1B now employs 
1 16 employees, 35 of 
whom used to work for the 
liquidated Amman 
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Jamil Dasouqi addresses press conference on Monday 


Investment Bank. 65 from 
the Arab Bank and the rest 
recruited from the Arab 
Islamic banks. 


According to Mr. 
Dasouqi. the assets of 
Islamic banks in the world 
are estimated at $100 billion 


and the deposits at 
banks in Jordan are 
ed at S600 million. 


Islamic 


Israeli computer company to set up centre in Amman 


By Ghalia Alol 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli com- 
puter firms, facing a short- 
age in software engineers, 
are tapping the saturated 
Jordanian market to boost 
operations and diversify 
products. 

Malam Systems Ltd., a 
Tel Aviv-based computers 


and technologies company, 
is about to open a software 
development centre in 
Amman with a Jordanian 
partner. 

With an annual $40 mil- 
lion turnover and 350 
employees serving 4.000 
end-users, the company is 
banking on Jordan’s cheap- 
er software engineers to 
boost its profile. 


“The total cost of hiring a 
software engineer in Jordan 
is S5.000 a month — much 
less than in Israel” said a 
source representing the 
Jordanian partner who 
requested anonymity. 

The joint company, which 
plans to hire 20 employees 
after its first year of opera- 
tion. will send five of its 
software engineers to Tel 


Aviv for training. 

"Although Jordan has 
well-educared software pro- 
grammers, its engineers 
need further training and 
practical experience.” added 
the source. 

During its first year of 
activity, the company will 
attempt to tackle the dilem- 
ma of the so-caJled “millen- 
nium bug” — a nightmare 
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PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY’S NAME 
MICH Ear 


NO. OP 
SHARES 


VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
JD 


346.000 250.000 ARAB BARK 13.8 1 19 

2.340 1.660 JQR. RATIONAL 8X. E 0*00 

3.540 1.320 BANK OP JORDAN 4.2 0*00 

2.680 1.650 INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 10.3 6*07 

5.300 4.660 THE BOUSIMC HK. 29.3 i'oo 

4.180 1.820 JOR.XOWAZT BANK .9 0*00 

■920 .620 JOR.GtILF BARK 3.8 lo!s4 

4.020 1.960 JOR- ISLAMIC BARK 10.1 4 o 2 

1.400 .800 BEII.AL-MAL (BEITNA) .5 17.05 

BARE SECTOR T OTALS INDEX: 233.71 *CHG: *0.30 

2.400 1.590 JOR FRENCH INSUR. 5.5 12 63 
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INSURANC E SECTOR TOTALS INDEX I 121.73 ZCBG: *0.2« 

2-140 1.550 <« JOR. ELECTRIC PKR. 9.8 4 95 

5.500 2.450 H2MEH MINERALS 57.1 oloO 

X.SSO .930 BAIL. PORTFOLIO 41.9 0.00 

1.120 .850 REAL ESTATE IRV. 13.2 6 32 

.590 .370 JORDAN INTL.TRAO. 19.5 o!oO 

9.350 6.700 ALRA’X g.S 6 . 42 

1.480 1.150 MID. EAST HOTELS 17.2 0.00 

4.600 2.890 ARAB IHTL. INV.EDOC. 10.8 1.84 

1-090 .900 ZARKA EDUCATION q 0.00 

1.830 1.560 UNIFIED CO. 679 7.05 

•BIO -600 UNION LAND DEV. q q.qq 

SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118.98 *CHG: *0.45 
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8.43 

2.480 

1.100 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 

g 

0.00 

5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. KANT. 

14.2 

3.88 

4.750 

4.750 

JOR. PRINT E PACK. 

g 

0.00 

1.530 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES KAHTCT. 

14.9 

6.67 

1.420 

.770 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

g 

0.00 

6.350 

4.400 

DAR ALDAMA DV. INV. 

is:i 

4.07 

3.460 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

6.4 

9.09 

.590 

.400 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

10.4 

0.0 0 

1.110 

.660 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

22.3 

0.00 

1.100 

.640 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

g 

o.oa 

.630 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

g 

0.00 

.930 

.370 

INTERNED. PETRO.CHKM. 

g 

0.00 

2.250 

1.3BO 

UNXV.CHEM. INDS. 

12.6 

7.14 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE W1RE.KFAC 

27.7 

0.00 

.790 

.530 

JOR. SDLPHO— CHEN 

9 

o.oa 

1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

16.9 

5.30 

1.62U 

l.JM 

MAXb. UUAMU.NK 

1J.8 

4. /V 

1-080 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

18.7 

0.00 

1.880 

1.290 

EL -ZAY READY NEAR 

46.8 

0.00 

1.250 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

1.220 

.860 

ONION CH. 6 VEC. 

46.4 

0.00 

.850 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

36.6 

6.17 

.820 

.570 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 


2.75 

.01+ 

10.55 

.04+ 

1.15 

.02+ 

5.15 

.01+ 

4.51 

-24- 

1.20 

.02- 

.82 

— 

6.15 

.05+ 

2.75 

.04+ 

.49 

— 

.73 

- 

.62 

.02- 

.5S 

— 

.42 

- 

1.40 

.02- 

1.15 

.01- 

.60 

.01+ 

l.M 

- 

1.40 

.lu- 

1.02 

.01+ 

1.33 

- 

1.18 

— 

1.02 

- 

.81 

.02+ 

.62 

— 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 109.95 ZCHG: *0.16 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 167.02 ZCBG: +0.26 


335 284894 

S02 477719 


MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 


23/03/1998 


JOR. INT. INSURANCE CO 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

NATL . CONNER . CENTERS 
UNION INV. SO* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-DAMLIYAH 75* 

JOR. INDS . MATCH— JEMCO 
ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

ARAB ItnL.INV.TRD. 
NATL. MULT. ERG .MAKXCO 
READY MIX CONCRETE 
NAYZAK DIBS fi MOULDS 
MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 
RAZI PHARM. 

INDS. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 
ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 
RXTL. POULTRY 
NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 
NUTRXDAR 

EXBAL PRINT CO. 75* 


GRAND TOTAL 
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39200 

39200 

1.00 

1.00 
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0.00 

10 

13750 

5363 

.39 

.39 

_ 

0.00 

1 

100 

63 

.66 

.63 

. 03 - 

0.00 

12 

81000 

19430 

.74 

.74 


o.oa 

45 

893 S 0 

42664 

.47 

.48 

. 01 + 

0.00 

2 

567 

238 

.68 

.67 

. 01 - 

o.oa 

2 

2500 

300 

.12 

.12 

— 

0.00 

2 

1100 

529 

.48 

.49 

. 01 + 

0.00 

44 

139850 

51745 

.37 

.37 


0.00 

19 

50694 

19263 

.38 

.38 

- 

0.00 

5 

20700 

20743 

1.05 

1.05 

_ 

0.00 

1 

lOO 

39 

.41 

.39 

. 02 - 

0.00 

2 

2250 

1215 

.65 

.64 

. 01 - 

0.00 

2 

3450 

2460 

.71 

.72 

. 01 + 

o.oa 

18 

39550 

11958 

.31 

.30 

. 01 - 

0.00 

3 

5900 

3127 

.53 

.53 


0.00 

9 

9100 

5824 

.64 

.64 

— 

0.00 

16 

29250 

14150 

.48 

.48 

_ 

0.00 

5 

2077 

871 

.68 

.67 

. 01 - 

o.ao 

7 

4500 

4725 

1.06 

1.05 

. 01 - 

8.51 

4 

5500 

5440 

.89 

.89 
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543488 

249344 





for companies worldwide 
who have to grapple with 
computer problems when 
they start to blather inco- 
herently on January 1st 
2000. a date they will mis- 
take for 1900. 

In the second year, the 
centre will continue to 
focus on the bug but will 
also look at developing 
programmes and applica- 
tions. the source said. 

The joint venture, set to 
start operations in 
September, will be a leap 
for Jordan's software pro- 
duction since the new cen- 
tre will serve local, region- 
al and international mar- 
kets. 

However, the issue of 
Israeli investments in 
Jordan remains highly sen- 
sitive for many of the 
Kingdom’s 4.2 million 
population who are 
opposed to peace with 
Israel in the absence of an 
overall settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli question. 

Trade cooperation 

between Jordan and Israel 
is most evident at Irbid’s 
Qualifying Industrial Zone 
(QIZ) — a status that 
grants Iibid-based indus- 
tries duty free access in 
U.S. markets. 

Israel has recently set up 
a $100 million '‘facility - ” to 
protect Israeli companies 
investing in Jordan from 
“political and trade risks.” 

The insurance facility 
will help promote joint 
ventures between 

Jordanian and Israeli com- 
panies as well as other 
activities in the Kingdom. 

Jordanian and Israeli offi- 
cials believe this move will 
encourage more Israeli 
businessmen to shift opera- 
tions to the Kingdom or 
expand already existing 
ones. 

In addition to the eight 
Jordan: an-Israeli joint ven- 
tures based at QIZ, seven 
joint industrial companies 
are already operating in 
different parts of the 
Kingdom. Israeli officials 
said. 

Thirty Jordanian textile 
companies are also cooper- 
ating with 17 similar Israeli 
firms to reexport finished 
goods to U.S. markets, cre- 
ating an outcry among tex- 
tile manufacturers in the 
Jewish state. 
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Martina Hingis of Switzerland returns a sene from Joannette Kruger of South Africa 
in their third round match at the Lipton Championships. Hingis won in straight sets 
6-0 6-0 to advance ( Reuters photo) 


Ruthless Hingis crushes 
Kruger 6-0, 6-0 


KEY BISCAYNE (AFP) — 
World No I Martina Hingis 
blitzed South Africa's 
Joannette Kruger 6-0. 6-0 in 
just 35 minutes to reach the 
fourth round of the 
women's singles at the S4.6 
million Lipton 

Championships here 

Sunday. 

The Swiss teenager, who 
was able to take advantage 
of 35 unforced errors b> 
Kruger, said: "I played a 
good match. I wasn’t wor- 
ned — but when the other 
player on the court is ranked 
23rd. I know she is a dan- 
gerous player." 

~ Hingis, who won her sec- 
ond tide of the year a week 
ago at Indian Wells, has 


now won 17 of 19 matches 
so far this season. She also 
took her fourth Grand Slam 
title in two years at the 
Australian Open. 

“I can do more." said 
Hingis, who won 12 titles in 
1997. adding: “I .can be 
stronger physically and 
mentally." 

In other women's singles 
Spain's .Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vieario. the eighth seed, 
beat .Argentina’s Florencia 
Labut 6-0, 6-1 in 43 minutes 
while third-seeded Czech 
Jana Novotna struggled in 
patches but put out German 
qualifier Jana Kandarr 6-3. 
4-6. 6-3. 

Three-time champion 
Andre Agassi swept into the 


fourth round in the men's 
singles w’hen he bear fel- 
low-American Vince 

Spadea 6-4. 7-5. 

“I'm pleased.” Agassi 
said. “The idea is to win 
matches when you're not 
play ing great. 1 was playing 
solid, inside myself. I cer- 
tainly could have stepped 
up." 

Rain forced postponement 
of three night matches, 
including fifth seed Monica 
Seles against Russia's Anna 
Knumikovu on the women's 
side and fifth-seeded Bril 
Greg Rusedski against 
Swiss veteran Marc Ros«et 
on the men's side. 




Venus Williams returns a serve from unseeded Olga Barabanschikova of Belarus 
during the final game or the second match at the Upton Championships. W illiams 
defeated Barabanschikova 6-2 6-11 Reuters photo) 


Fairy-tale 
ends for 
Bourg 
part-timers 


LYON (AFP) — The fairy- 
tale run through the French 
Cup competition for ama- 
teur minnows Bourg- 
Peronnas ended here 
Sunday when they were 
beaten 1-0 in the quarter- 
finals by first division 
giants Lyon — reduced ro 
ten men from the 26th 
minute. 

Lyon, determined not to 
go the same way as other 
first division outfits Metz 
and Montpellier who 
crashed to Bourg-Peronnas 
in prev ious rounds, finally 
scored their winner on the 
hour when Patrice Carteron 
blasted home from close 
range after latching onto 
Christophe Delmotte’s 
header from Alain 
Caveglia's free-kick. 

But things looked bleak 
for Lyon when Hubert 
Fournier was show n the red 
card in the 26th minute 
after bringing down Didier 
Collet. 

Lyon, the “away' side 
who were playing inside 
their own Gerland Stadium 
where Bourg-Peronnas had 
sold most of the tickets to 
25.000 of their fans — 
joined three other first divi- 
sion sides in the semi- 
finals. Lens and Paris St 
Germain qualified on 
Saturday and Guingamp 
went through on Friday. 

The Bourg-Peronnas 
manager Pierre Mauron 
shrugged sadly after the 
final whistle. 

“One error — one goal " 
he said. "It’s obviously dis- 
appointing to have lost — - 
but I am proud of my play- 
ers and all that we have 
achieved." 

L> on coach Bernard 
Lacombe admitted : “We 
knew we were in for a 
tough match. Their victo- 
ries over teams like 
Montpellier and Metz 
showed just what a good 
side they are. 

“At half-time, when we 
were down to ten men, a lot 
of people were writing us 
off. But we managed to 
bounce back and it is very 
satisfying to go through to 
the semi-finals." 

Paris St Germain, who 
have ail but lost out in their 
league title challenge after 
a series of poor results this 
;.ear. kept alive their hopes 
of salvaging their season 
by beating Monaco 1 -0. 
Monaco, who eliminated 
English Premiership giants 
Manchester United from 
the European Champions' 
Cup ir. midweek, were 
sunk by an 'own-goal' by 
defender Franck Dumas 
with jot 12 minutes Jeft to 


High-ridir.g Lens, cur- 
rently chasing Metz for the 
League title, came away 2- 
i winners from second 
division Caen. The home 
?ide took the lead after just 
twelve minutes through 
Raphael Guerreiro but two 
second -half goals from 
Czech striker Vladimir 
Smicer saw Lens through. 

Guingamp beat second 
division Muihouse 1-0 — 
thanks to a goal from 
Anthony Bancarel in the 
u'. me seconds. 
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Adidas out to boot Nike into touCi 




HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
Adidas-Nike rivalry to sell sports 
shoes to the masses is set to reach a 
new peak with the market shrinking 
and a new corporate clash looming at 
football's World Cup. 

The European group is currently 
setting the pace. 

Having just announced a 48 per 
cent leap in annual profit, Adidas- 
SaJomon AG president Robert Louis- 
Dreyfus said in an interview here 
Sunday he expects further growth of 
between 20 and 30 per cent this year. 

Louis-Dreyfus is on an Asian tour 
to see the factories in Vietnam and 
China that produce 95 per cent of his 
company's footwear. 

In Tokyo he completed negotia- 
tions to make Adidas the official sup- 
plier for the Japanese football team 
from next year, taking the contract 
back from Asian rival Asics. 

Worldwide sales of sports shoes, 
shirts and equipment are contracting. 
Markets have been devastated in 
Asia and fashion trends have turned 
against sneakers in the Linked States. 
But Adidas and Louis-Dreyfus are 
currently the team that can do no 
wrong. 

When he took over the company in 
1993, Adidas had just announced a 
loss of SS2 million. 

Last week. Adidas and Nike of the 
United States announced starkly con- 
trasting financial figures. 

The German-based multinational 
said it made net profit of S255.5 mil- 
lion on sales of S3.6 billion in 1997. 

The profits were up 48 per cent and 


sales by 42 per cent over the year. 

Nike Inc., the world number one 
sports goods maker, saw third-quar- 
ter earnings for 1997 fell to 573. 1 
million, from S237.1 million in the 
same period of 1 996. It plans to fire 
1 .600 staff around the world- 
Adidas' sales growth was up 91 per 
cent in Britain, 53 per cent in 
Australia and 79 per cent in New 
Zealand. In the all-important 
American market its share rose from 
5.1 percent in 1996 to 6.2 percent. 

Louis-Dreyfus said the company 
was on course to reach its target of 
between 10 and 15 per cent of the 
U.S. market by 2000- 
Adidas bought ski and golf club 
maker Salomon last year to become 
the second largest in the industry. 
Analysts say that if Adidas keeps 
arowine at "its current rate it could 
overtake Nike in the next six years. 

“We try to be the best sports brand 
in the world." said Louis-Dreyfus. 
“if one day we are the biggest that 
will be good. But quite frankly I do 
not look at the results of my com- 
petitors. I look at their strategies.” 

Of Nike's current predicament, he 
added: “People are under-estimating 
them. They are a very good competi- 
tor. They are extremely competent." 

The Adidas chairman wants to 
improve its basketball product to 
crack the U.S. market. But football is 
preoccupying the industry this year. 

Louis-Dreyfus bought top French 
soccer club Olympic Marseille to 
stop it falling into Nike's hands. And 
he admitted that becoming official 


sponsor of the World Cup finals in'4 
France was also to keep out the ; 
American giant. 

He said Adidas had spent around 
$100 million on being the official, 
sponsor of France 98. It may not get ■ 
its money back selling merchandise 
but Adidas intends to make sure its 
name gets a star billing. 

It is organising a soccer village 
under the Eiffel Tower and a mini- 
World Cup for teams of impover- 
ished youths from around the world. 

Adidas has signed up the German, 
French. Spanish, Argentinian. 
Yugoslav and Romanian national 
teams at the finals. Louis-Dreyfus is 
wary of Nike though because be 
knows they are probably planning a 
counter-attack. 

“When we went for the World Cup, 
Nike was trying to take over the 
game and it was the right thing to 
do.” he said, adding that Adidas is 
also looking to be official sponsor for 
the 2002 finals in Japan and South 
Korea. 

The marketing industry is awash 
with talk however of Nike plans to 
spend tens of millions of dollars to 
ambush the World Cup. even though 
its village has been forced outside of 
Paris. 

It has already signed a $340 mil- 
lion long-term deal with the 
Brazilian national squad and also has 
Italy. Holland. Nigeria and South 
Korea on its books. 

Some industry analysts have pre- 
dicted the mother of ail marketing 
battles at the World Cup. 




Barcelona 



win 


4-0 to 

maintain 

lead 


Finland driver Tommi Makinen and co-driver Risto Mannlsenmaki leap in their 
Mitsubishi Lancer during the first stage of the Portuguese Rally March 23. 
Tommi Makinen ended the second section of the first stage in third place (Reuters 
photo) 


Tunisia lose midfield star for World Cup 


1 TUNIS < AFP) — Tunisia's World Cup hopes took a dive on Monday when they learnt 
midifield star Hassene Gabsi needed a knee ligament operation and would miss the finals. 
Gabsi. Tunisia's best player in last month's African Nations’ Cup in Burkina Faso, will be 
out for six months. Tunisia have been drawn in croup G with Romania. England and 
Colombia in France 9S. 


McRae shoots to front 


MATOSINHOS, Portugal l AFP) — Colin McRae opened up a 19sec lead after five spe- 
cial stages on the first leg of the Portugal Rally on Monday. The Scot posted the second 
fastest time in Monday's opening special and then set the scratch times in the next three 

specials in his Subaru Impreza. He was chased by a trio of former world champions 

Finland's Juha Kankkunen (Ford Escort) and Tommi Makinen (Mitsubishi Lancer) and 
Spain's Carlos Sainz iToyoia Corolla). Safari Rally winner Richard Bums of England was 
fifth in his Mitsubishi Carisma. France’s Didier Auriol. who won Sunday's opening spe- 
cial. had gearbox problems in his Toyota Corolla and lost lmin 26sec to drop to 13th. 


France call up Anelka 


j PARIS f AFP) — France called-up Arsenal striker Nicolas Anelka on Sunday to join their 
World Cup squad as a replacement for injured Monaco ace David Trezeguet.’ Anelka. who 
is uncapped, was called into the French squad for the first time by coach Aime Jacquet 
for a World Cup warm-up match against Russia in Moscow on Wednesday night. 
Trezeguet. whose goal put Manchester United out of the European Champions Cup last 
week, injured a knee in Monaco's I -0 French Cup quarter-final defeat at Paris St Germain 
! on Saturday night. 


De Bruijn sets shortcourse record 


GELSENKIRCHEN ( AFP) — Inge de Bruijn of the Netherlands set a new European 
mark of 26.90seconds in the women's 50ra butterfly here Sundav at the World Cup short- 


course championships. Germany's 
26.97sec. Barcelona in command. 
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MADRID (AFP) ' 
Brazilian striker Sonny 
Anderson scored twice as 
Barcelona ' swamped 
Athletic Bilbao +-0 on 
Sunday and maintained 
their seven-point lead in 
the Spanish League. 

Barcelona completely 
dominated the game and 
also got goals from 
Giovanni and Oscar. 

Second-placed Real 
Madrid, the defending 
champions, had to come 
from behind to win 2-1 at 
home to Compostela. 

Lubo Penev put 
Compostela ahead after 13 
minutes, but Real came 
back ro win with goals 
from Dutchman Clarence 
Seedorf and Yugoslav ace 
Piodrag Mijatovic. 

Fernando Redondo was 
outstanding in midfield for 
Real. 

Real Sociedad stayed in 
third place. 11 points off 
the pace, with a 2-0 win at 
home to Real Beds. Darko 
Kovakevic got both the 
goals — the first from the 
penalty spot. 

Celta Vigo slipped to 
fourth after a 4-2 defeat at 
Mallorca. 

Italian international strik- 
er Christian Vieri scored 
four goals on Satiirday but 
it was not enough to save 
Atletico Madrid from a 5-4 
defeat at Salamanca. 

Sporting Gijon, who 
drew 0-0 with Merida are 
already certain of being rel- 
egated. They have only : 
eight points to date. 
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LONG KISS GOODNIGHT,! 

Shows: 3:50, 6:30, S:30. 10:30 


;; titanic 

! Shows: 5:15, 8:30 

it 

•, The film is also on at 2:00 pm. Ji 
J 12:00 a.n r. nn Wednesdays. Thursdass 


TITANIC 

Shows: 3:30. 7:00. 10:30 

The film is also on at 12:00 n.m. on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and his group 


and Fr;da\s 


For reservations call: 4640153. 4623155 
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Miami Heat guard lim Hardaway (C) finds a bole 
between Portland Trail Blazers defencemen Rasheed 
Wallace (L) and John Crotty (R) during first half NBA 
action (Reuters photo) 

Jazz defeat Knicks 
in double overtime 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Utah Jazz gained their 50th victo- 
ry of the season, tying them with Seattle for the best record in 
the Western Conference, by outlasting the New York Knicks 
124-1 19 in double overtime. 

Karl Malone had 30 points and 14 rebounds, Adam Keefe 
scored a season-high 25 points, John Stockton had 22 points 
and 14 assists and Jeff Homacek scored 16. The Jazz have 
won 13 of 14. 

John Staiks scored 26 and Allan Houston had 25 for the 
Knicks, who blew several chances to come away with a cru- 
cial victory Sunday in tbeir quest to make the playoffs. New 
York blew an early 17-point lead and a seven-point lead late 
in regulation. 

Houston missed what could have been a winning free throw 
with 1.5 seconds remaining in the fourth, and Starks missed a 
finger roll at the buzzer in the first overtime. 

• Pistons 105,- Hawks 98: In Auburn Hills, Michigan, Joe 
Dumars scored nine of his 16 points during a key fourth -quar- 
ter stretch to lead Detroit to a 105-98 victory over Atlanta. 

Gram Hill led the Pistons with 24 points and 1 1 assists, and 
Brian Williams added 23 .points. Don Reid had four blocks, 
including two aa Dilcerplje 'Mutombo^^rnk' a^inpts, for 
-Detroit. A - ■. ?. * 

• Heat 112, Trail Blazers 80: In Miami, Mark Strickland 
scored a career-high 23 points off the bench on I l-of-14 
shooting, including a couple of highl%ht-reej dunks, as 
Miami routed Portland. 

Four of Miami's starters reached double figures, led by 
Alonzo Mourning’s 22 points. 

Tim Hardaway had 20 points and 1 3 assists, one off his sea- 
son-high. Voshon Lenard added 15 points and Dan Majerle 
had 13. 

The victory was the fourth in a row and the 21st in 25 games 
for the Heat, who swept the season series from Portland for 
the first rime in franchise history. 

• Bolls 102. Raptors 100: In Toronto, Michael Jordan hit a 
short jumper with 5.4 seconds left in regulation to give 
Chicago die victory. Jordan, who finished with 33 points, 
drove past Marcus Camby ar the top of the key before pulling 
up for the game-winning shot after the Bulls had let a 12-point 
lead with six minutes left slip away. 

The Raptors, who were out of timeouts, got the ball to 
Chauncey Billups, who heaved a desperation 3-pointer from 
□ear halfcourt that missed the rim and bounced out of bounds 
with one second left Scottie Pippen also had 33 points and 
Dennis Rodman grabbed IS rebounds for the Bulls (51-17). 
who moved a half-game ahead of Seattle and Utah in the bat- 
tle for the best record leaguewide. 

• Celtics 108, 76ers 90: In Boston, Dana Banos outplayed 
Allen Iverson, scoring 27 points, dishing out nine assists and 
grabbing nine rebounds to lead Boston over Philadelphia. 
Antoine Walker added 25 points and 10 rebounds for Boston, 
which snapped a season-high, six-game losing screak. 

Ron Mercer had'24 points. Theo Ratliff paced the 76ers 
with 27 points and Iverson finished with 21 points and three 
assists. 

• Magic 92, Warriors S3: In Orlando, Florida, Bo Outlaw 
had 22 points and seven rebounds and Derek Strong added 1 8 
points and 12 rebounds off the bench as Orlando, despite 
playing without Nick Anderson, defeated Golden State. 

It was the third victory in four games for Orlando, which is 
locked in a three-team race with New Jersey and Washington 
for tiie Eastern Conference’s final playoff spot. The Magic 
and Wizards are currently tied for the spot, a half-game ahead 
of the Nets. 

• Pacers 96, Backs 94, OT: In Milwaukee, Reggie Miller 
scored 32 points and Rik Srnits converted a key three-point 
play in overtime as Indiana defeated reeling Milwaukee. 

Ray Allen led Milwaukee with 25 points and Michael Curry 
added a career-high 21, but the Bucks lost their ninth straight 
and their 12th in their Iasi 13. 

Mark Jackson scored 15 points and Srnits had 15 points and 
seven rebounds as Indiana maintained its hold on the second- 
best record in the Eastern Conference. 

• Wizards 102, Nets 100, OT: In East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, Chris Webber converted a go-ahead three-point play 
with 27.6 seconds left in overtime, then gave the Nets the 
choke sign as he walked off the court. 

The victory not only moved the Wizards (35-33) ahead of 
New Jersey (35-34) and into a playoff position, but 
Washington also captured the season series 3-1, giving it the 
advantage if the teams finish the season tied. 

Keith Van Horn almost single-handedly carried the Nets in 
the fourth quarter and die overtime, scoring 15 of their final 
19 points. However, he turned the ball over on a traveling call 
with the Nets trailing 99-98 with 16.8 seconds left in over- 
time. 

• Spars 93, Sims 83: In San Antonio, Texas, 11m Duncan 
had 26 points and 21 rebounds, leading the San Antonio Spurs 
over the Phoenix Suns. David Robinson added 17 points and 
16 rebounds for San Antonio, which had lost its previous three 
games to Phoenix this season. 

Rex Chapman scored 30 points for the Suns. Antonio 
McDyess had 14 points and 10 rebounds. The Spurs trailed 
44-42 at halftime, but used four 3-pointers by Chuck Person 
to outscore Phoenix 23-1 1 in the first 6:38 of the third quar- 
ter. Person finished with 14 points. 


First Division Basketball Championship 

Second round begins with 
easy matches for top 3 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the second round of 
the country's top basketball event 
starts Tuesday, the top teams — 
Jazireh. Orthodoxi and AhJi — face 
relatively easy opponents before their 
more crucial encounters begin mid- 
week. * . 

Leaders AJ Jazireh. who ended the 
first round with an unbeaten streak, 
face newcomers A1 Jeel who defied 
expectations as they defeated A! 
Hussein and AJ Jalil to take fourth 
place. 

They only need one more win to 
secure their place in the Fast 
Division and seem closer to keeping 
their place in the prestigious group. 

A1 Jalil are more likely to avoid the 
relegation-threatened last place after 
scoring a first round 47-35 win over 
A1 Hussein. 

A1 Jeel. who lost 83-54 to AJ 
Jazireh in the first round, stand no 
real chance against the titieholders in 
the only match played in Amman. 

Throughout the preliminary round. 
A1 Jazireh displayed a fast attacking 
style in knocking out opponents 
including former champs AJ 
Orthodoxi 92-84. 

Their lineup is the most coherent, 
with impressive results during the 
West Asian Zone basketball quali- 
fiers which they hosted last month. 

Despite the rise of new stars like 
Yousef Abu Bakr, Husam Lutfi and 
Naser AJawneh. the team's scoring 
and overall performance is often 
hampered by the apparent inclination 


of their centres io fouJ early in the 
match. 

In Irbid. winless A1 Hussein meet 
A1 Ahli who are currently third after 
losing to AJ Orthodoxi and A1 
Jazireh. 

A1 Ahli’s last match against Al 
Jazireh, in which they lost 75-69 
after a 36-33 halftime lead, gave their 
fans and officials some breathing 
space as their performance continued 
to improve. They still stand a com- 
petitive chance with the introduction 
of the playoff system this year. 

Last year’s second placed AI Ahli 
had won the first round encounter 83- 
60 and their match against AJ 
Hussein will be a good chance for 
them to keep working on their physi- 
cal conditioning while trying to find 
the right combination led by veteran 
Yousef Zaghloul. 

AJ Ahli were unimpressive 
throughout the first round and lost 
74-49 to Al Orthodoxi. 

However, Zaghloul and younger 
teammates Faisal Nsour and 
Mohammad Al Shamali showed an 
unrelenting determination to improve 
their image despite eventually losing 
to Al Jazireh. 

Having had technical and manager- 


ial obstacles for the past two seasons. 
Al Ahli also started training late and 
missed out on serious pre-season 
friendlies while looking for a coach. 

The return of veterans Zaghloul and 
Marwan Ma’touq (nursing an injury) 
to the team has given their young 
incoherent lineup much needed con- 
fidence. This might be further boost- 
ed if and when veteran Naser 
Bushnaq joins the team. 

In the third match of the day, last 
years third placed Al Onhodoxi will 
meet Al Jalitin Irbid hoping to revise 
tactics before playing A I Ahli on 
March 28. 

Al Orthodoxi won their first round 
encounter 87-42 and their young 
lineup of rising stars Fadi Saqqa. 
Nasser Bassam and Ayman Du’eis 
will probably have no problem in 
scoring a comfortable win. 

Al Jazireh 's win last year ended a 
30-year domination by rivals 
Orthodox! and AJ Ahli. 

Al Orthodoxi had an undisputed 
reign from 1976-1989, but A! Ahli 
won the title in 1990. 1992, 1993 and 
1994 aided by the signing of 
Bushnaq. 

Al Orthodoxi came back to win in 
1991, 1995 and 1996. 


Standings before second round 
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P 

W 

L 

Si 1 

Sa 

Jazireh 

5 

5 

_ 

429 

309 

Orthodoxi 

5 

4 

L ' 

436 

293 

Ahli 

5 

j 

2 

351 

320 

Jeel 

5 

2 

3 

304 

39S 
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Hussein 
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Bayern inter win 3-0, close on Juventus 


win 
at last 

BONN (AFP) — Bayern 
Munich finally broke their 
dry spell Sunday evening 
with a 3-0 Bundesliga vic- 
tory away to VfB Stuttgart. 

The triumph shored up 
their second place on the 
table behind 

Kaiserslautern. 

Bayern, who went into 
the match without a goal 
for 545 minutes, again saw 
their strikers struggle. 

Midfielders Thorsten 
Fink and Mehmet Scholl 
set up the win with goals in 
the 2 1 st and 40th minutes 
respectively. 

Substitute Alexander 
Zickler drove the nail deep- 
er with a fine solo run 
down the right, drilling the 
ball home in the 78th 
minute with his first touch 
of the evening. 

German national team 
coach Berti Vogts and the 
national squad watched the 
game from the stands. 

Half a dozen of those on 
the field will join the 
national squad Wednesday 
fora friendly match against 
world champions Brazil, 
also in Stuttgart’s Neckar 
stadium. 

Bayern’s win took them 
to 5 1 points in the 
Bundesliga. six behind 
Kaiserslautern, who also 
have a game in hand. 


MILAN (AFP) — Inter 
Milan staked their claim to 
the Italian championship 
here on Sunday night when 
they trounced AC Milan 3-0 
in the derby to close within 
one point of leaders 
Juventus. 

Juventus, held 2-2 at 
Parma, n ow have 54 points 
while Lazio are in third spot 
two points off the pace after 
a 0-0 draw at Piacenza. 

Argentine Diego Simeone 
was Inter’s two-goal hero at 
San Siro, although arguably 
the killer blow. Inter’s sec- 
ond goal in the 76th minute, 
was delivered by Ronaldo. 
It was the Brazilian’s 1 7th 
goal of the season. 

A packed crowd of 80.000 
watched as Inter's indivdual 
skills eventually proved too 
much for AC Milan, who 
were later branded “ama- 
teurs" by furious coach 
Fabio Capello. 

Simeone was allowed to 
head in Youri DjorkaefFs 
4 1st minute comer. Ronaldo 
scored on a classic Inter 
counter-attack in the 76th 
minute. but it was 
Simeone’s second which 
made Capello’s blood boil. 

Milan pushed so far for- 
ward in search of a goal that 
no-one was left inside their 
own half, allowing the 
Argentine to take posses- 
sion from his own semi-cir- 
cle and steam through 
unchallenged to beat 
Sebastiano Rossi. 

"It’s been the story of our 
season. We're just gifting 
goals away." Capello 
lamented. 

“The first half was fairly 
evenly balanced, and we 
probably even tried more 
than they did. But in the 
second half the balance 


started to shift and they took 
full advantage. 

"What I don’t accept 
though, is that a player can 
score a goal after starting in 
his own half. That's what 
happens to teams in amateur 
football. And AC Milan 
cannot play like amateurs." 

Inter's league form is 
improving at a time when 
Juventus’ is beginning to 
look suspect after three con- 
secutive draws. 

Filippo Inzaghi. w'hose 
midweek hat-trick put 
Juventus into the 
Champions League semi- 
finals, notched a crucial 
equaliser as Juventus rallied 
from two goals down to 
earn a point earlier in the 
day. 

Parma’s Mario Stanic rose 
to head home a 35th minute 
free-kick from Enrico 
Chiesa, and five minutes 
later Massimo Crippa nod- 
ded in Chiesa’s comer to 
give the home side a com- 
manding lead. 

However, substitute 
Alessio Tacchinardi pulled 
one back for Juventus in die 
54th minute, when Parma 
keeper Gianluigi Buffon 
blocked but failed to hold 
the ball as Inzaghi closed in 
for the kill. 

And Inzaghi made it 2-2 
just five minutes later, rat- 
tling borne a left-foot shot 
to round off a memorable 
w-eek for ihe World Cup 
hope fill. 

The turning point was a 
pep talk from Juventus 
coach Marcello Lippi at the 
break of his 200th match in 
charge of the Turin club. 

“At half-time. I told the 
players it happens every 
Sunday, in every league in- 
the world, from the lowest 


amateurs to the Serie A, for 
a team to be 2-0 dow n at the 
break and to finish up with a 
draw. 

“For that reason, I told 
them, they have to try. If 
they hadn't have managed 
it. we’d just have to have 
thought about the next 
match." he said. 

Pamia coach Carlo 
Ancelotti said: “I'd have 
thought it w-as obvious to 
my players that despite 
being 2-0 in front, they had 
to make sure they didn’t 
ease up. or give Juventus 
even a yard of extra space. 

“Because if you give any- 
thing anyway to the big 
sides they always punish 
you for it: and that’s what 
happened. We probably 
took it easy a bit in the first 
15 minutes of the second 
half and Juventus punished 
us." 

Udinese stayed fourth in 
the table but closed on the 
top sides after beating 
Brescia 3-!. Udinese’s 
German ace Oliver Bierhoff 
headed his 1 9th league goal 
of the season, extending his 
lead in the scorers' charts. 

Fiorentrna drew 1-1 with 
Bologna with both goals 
coming from penalties. 
Brazilian-turned Belgian 
Luis Oliveira converted the 
first in the 36th minute and 
Roberto Baggio equalised 
for Bologna thfee minutes 
later AS Roma finished 1-1 
with Vicenza. while 
Sampdoria ended a ran of 
five consecutive defeats by 
beating straggling Bari 1-0. 

Down at the bottom of the 
table. Napoli rallied from 2- 
0 down to 2-2 with Lecce, 
only to lose 4-2. while fel- 
low stragglers Atalanta beat 
Empoli 1-0. 


2 Jordanian kids to be part of World Cup action 


IN THE DREAM of a lifetime, local youths will get the chance to 
come as close to a World Cup as it gets — short of actually being 
players themselves — thanks to an official Coca-Cola “ Ball Kids" 
programme announced today. 

More than 500 young people from around the world, including 
two from Jordan, will be selected by Coca-Cola to be on the official 
matches of the 1998 World Cup the greatest footballing eieru ever, 
being staged from 10 June to 12 July in 10 cities across France. 

The tournament will feature 32 teams playing before approxi- 
mately 2.5 million spectators and a cumulative tele\'isivn audience 
expected to exceed 3.7 billion. 

Applicants should be between 1 1 and 16 years old and befit. A 


VILLA FOR RENT 


Furnished villa, very good furniture. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, tele- 
phone, garden, etc. Near Macca Street. 


Please callTeL: 5527371, 5694765 


draw will be held to announce the winners by April 15. 

Application forms arc available in newspapers, many schools and 
major shopping outlets. 

The Bail Kids will wear official World Cup uniforms and be 
responsible for receiving and returning footballs that go out of 
bounds during the match. They will be under the directum of the 
official referee of the match. 

The Coca-Cola Company has been a major sponsor of each 
World Cup since I97S. 


Ff APARTMENT FOR RENT V 

II ■ ; •' 1 


Ground floor with 250 sq.m. area. Consists of 4 bedrooms 
(one is master), 3 bathrooms, 3 verandas, living room, 
salon and dining, Jwico kitchen, garage and garden, inde- 
pendent central heating and water well. Location: 
Abdullah Ghosheh street, behind McDonalds, 200 metres 
Cram U'hod Mosque — behind Esmat Pharmacy — near 
Suhail Supermarket. 

Tel.: 788336, 823771 
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U.N. officials open talks 
on inspections of palaces 


BAGHDAD (AP) — U.N. 
officials held talks with Iraq's 
deputy prime minister Monday 
about searching President 
Saddam Hussein's presidential 
compounds for weapons of 
mass destruction 
Chief U-N. weapons inspec- 
tor Richard Butler opened talks 
with Tariq Aziz after the Iraqi 
official met with Prakash Shah, 
the special envoy of U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 


Turkey offers two observers to U-N. 


Annan 

Mr. Aziz negotiated and 
signed the agreement with Mr. 
Annan last month that opened 
the way for the palace inspec- 
tions and averted a threatened 
U.S. attack on Iraq. 

His meetings with Mr. Butler 
are expected to work out pro- 
cedures for the U.N. arms 
inspectors to enter the palaces, 
which Iraq had earlier declared 
off-limits to inspections, call- 
ing them symbols of Iraq’s 
sovereignty. 

Also Monday, the 250-mem- 
ber Iraqi parliament unani- 
mously approved a resolution 
branding U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, his predecessor 
George Bush and other U.S. 
officials as war criminals for 
“their perpetration of immoral 
and inhumane crimes against 
the Iraqi people." the official 
Iraqi News Agency said. 

The resolution urged the 
international community "to 
take necessary measures to 
indict" the American leaders, 
the agency said. The action is 
in response to a U.S. Senate 
resolution urging that President 
Saddam be tried as a war crim- 
inal. 

Iraq has repeatedly blamed 
the United States for keeping 
crippling U-N. sanctions on the 
country. The sanctions, 
imposed after Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, cannot be lift- 
ed until U.N. arms inspectors 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey has offered the services of two 
diplomats to observe inspections of presidential sites in Iraq 
under a U.N. accord with Baghdad, foreign ministry 
spokesman Necati Utkan said Monday. 

'The Turkish ambassador to Bahrain. Engirt Turker. and the 
counsellor at the Turkish embassy in Baghdad. Ahmet Melih 
Ulueren. have been nominated by Turkey following a request 
from the United Nations. Mr. Utkan told reporters. 

“They will be observers in a special group set up to deter- 
mine whether Iraq hus weapons of mass destruction." he 
added. 

The Feb. 23 accord defused a crisis which could have trig- 
gered a military confrontation between Iraq and the United 
States. Under the accord U.N. weapons inspectors and 
International Atomic Energy Agency experts, accompanied 
by diplomats, are to inspect eight presidential sites which had 
previously been closed to U.N. inspectors. 

‘Turkey hopes the inspections can go ahead without inci- 
dent and will open the way for a lifting of international sanc- 
tions against Iraq." Kassem Utkan said. 


declare Iraq has eliminated its 
weapons of mass destruction. 

In the latest crisis, the United 
States and Britain had threat- 
ened to use military force 
against Iraq unless it agreed to 
give the weapons inspectors 
unfettered access to all sites. 

The two countries, which 
built up forces in the Gulf 
region in anticipation of puni- 
tive strikes on Iraq, have kept 
them in place pending inspec- 
tions of the presidential 
palaces. 

Mr. Butler said after arriving 
Sunday in Baghdad that the 
searches probably would start 
before the end of the month. 

. A frequent critic of Iraq in the 
past. Mr. Butler said he saw “a 
sense of new spirit now pre- 
vailing in our relationship. The 
degree of cooperation Iraq has 
been showing... is very high 
and very welcome." This is the 
first visit by Mr. Butler to Iraq 
since the Feb. 23 agreement 
accepted visits by his arms 
inspectors, who will be accom- 
panied by teams of diplomats 
whose presence is intended to 


protect Iraq's sovereignty. 

Mr. Butier will stay in 
Baghdad for five days to dis- 
cuss with Mr. Aziz the proce- 
dure for inspecting the sites, 
which occupy an area of 31 .5 
square kilometres and com- 
prise 1.058 buildings. 

Mr. Shah, the Indian diplo- 
ma: who is Annan's represen- 
tative. has said he expects to 
stay six months in Iraq. He will 
serve as a liaison between Iraq 
and the secretary-generaL 

Iraq. meanwhile, announced 
it will hold a graduation cere- 
mony for citizens given mili- 
tary training on light weapons 
to defend the country in case of 
a strike by the .Americans and 
British. 

A presidential order Sunday 
said each graduate will be 
given a certificate at a ceremo- 
ny expected on President 
Saddam's birthday. April 28. 

Iraqi officials said up to two 
million citizens took the train- 
ing and that the best of these 
will be chosen for a new 
reserve force, but the exact 
nature of the force is unclear. 


Yemeni secessionists get 


death sentences, jail terms 


SANAA (AP) — Five 
south Yemeni secessionists 
were condemned to death 
in absentia here Monday at 
the end of a treason trial 
arising from the 1994 civil 
war. 

Foremost among those 
who would face the death 
penalty should they return 
from exile are former Vice 
President Ali Salem A1 
Beidh. former Prime 
Minister Haidar A1 Attas. 
and the former governor of 
the southern city of Aden 
— which served as a capital 
for the secessionists — 
Saleh Munassar A1 Siyalli. 

The court convicted 13 
men of treason and war 


crimes, handing down sen- 
tences ranging from three 
years to death, and found 
two others innocent. 

The case arose from the 
May 1994 rebellion when 
southern Yemenis, led by 
Mr. A1 Beidh, tried to break 
the 1990 agreement that 
had united the formerly 
Marxist-ruled South Yemen 
with the conservative, trib- 
aJJy-hased north Yemen. 

Yemeni opposition 

groups here and abroad 
condemned the trial, wrhich 
lasted almost two years, 
saying the government 
should rather have sought 
to encourage reconciliation. 

The court sentenced the 


head of the current exiled 
Yemeni opposition. Abdul 
Rahman A1 Jifri, to a sus- 
pended jail term of 10 
years. 

The others condemned to 
death were former Defence 
Minister Haithara Qussem 
Taher and the former 
Labour Party official Saleh 
Obaid Ahmad. 

After the short war. 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh proclaimed an 
amnesty for the rebels, but 
excluded those convicted 
Monday w ho were regard- 
ed as leaders of the insur- 
rection. They* now live in 
Saudi Arabia. Oman. 
Britain and Egypt. 


Three Italians to face trial 


over pro-Kurdish action 


DIYARBAKIR (AFP) — 
Three Italians were sched- 
uled to appear before the 
state security court here 
Monday to face possible 
charges of instigation to 
violence, prefect Nafiz 
Kayali said. 

Police detained the three 
Saturday as they took part 
in Newroz celebrations 
marking the Kurdish new 


year. 

“A group of Italians 
including MPs and journal- 
ists chanted slogans in 
favour of the separatist 
organisation and tried to 
provoke the people." Mr. 


Kayali said. 

The separatist organisa- 
tion he referred to was the 
Kurdish Labour Panv 
tPKK). 

“We cannot allow public 
security to be disturbed and 
that fact that a person is an 
MP in no way gives him the 
right to instigate the peo- 
ple." the prefect said. 

The stale security courr 
prosecutor is to rule on 
whether the three should be 
committed for trial on 
charges of instigation to 
violence. They risk a three- 
year prison sentence. 

The three, part of a larger 


group of European pacifists 
and MPs. were arrested as 
police forcibly broke up a 
demonstration by about 
10.000 people who were 
chanting anti-government 
slogans. 

At least 12 protesters were 
injured. 

The PKK has been in 
armed rebellion against 
Ankara since 1984 and 
seeks to set up an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state in the 
area on the border with 
Syria. Iraq and Iran. 

At letM 20.000 people 
have died in clashes since 
that time. 


Israeli parliament puts Golan law 
on hold after Netanyahu opposes it 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's parliament on 
Monday postponed until 
further notice a draft law- 
aimed at preventing an 
Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, which 
the Jewish state seized 
from Syria in 1967. 

The parliament delayed 
a vole on the legislation 
for several months fol- 
lowing opposition to the 
bill from Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanvahu. 


The Israeli premier 
voted for the law during 
a preliminary reading in 
July Iasi year. 

Public radio said Mr. 
Netanyahu changed tuck 


so as not to aggravate a 
rumbling quarrel with the 
United States over the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians. 

The proposed law 
demands that any deci- 
sion on the future of the 
Golan must have a two- 
thirds majority in the 


120-seat parliament. 

The parliament voted in 
December 1 9$ I to extend 
Israeli civil law over the 
Golan, a move which 
effectively but illegally- 
annexed the plateau. 

Syria insists the Golan 
must be returned under 
any peace deal between 
the two countries. 
Around 15.000 Jewish 
settlers live on the 
plateau alongside 17.000 
Svrian Druze. 


Renee Forster surveys the remains of her mobile home which was demolished when it was blown off i ts 
in the tornado that swept through Northern Georgia. Her trailer was located in an area across the street from o 
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Hall High School where five people died. Workers and residents began cleaning up on Saturday m the waKe or me 
tornado that killed M people and caused more than 513-5 million in damage (Reuters photo) 


Upon his return from sick leave 


Yeltsin fires entire cabinet 


MOSCOW i AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin sacked 
his entire government Monday 
barely minutes after returning 
to the Kremlin from his sick 
bed. insisting that Russia's eco- 
nomic reform programme 
needed fresh impetus. 

In a dramatic move which 
took analysts by surprise and 
sent markets plummeting. Mr. 
Yeltsin dismissed Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and the rest of 
the cabinet and pledged to 
appoint a strong new executive 
to breathe new energy into the 
running of the country. 

“The Russian Federation 
government is hereby dis- 
missed." the president said in 
his decree carried by Interfax, 
adding that ministers would 
continue in their roles until a 
new cabinet is formed. 

But the Russian president 
who has made a habit of bold 
political initiatives after return- 
ing to the Kremlin from illness, 
quickly stressed that the move 
did not mean an end to reform 
but was rather intended to bol- 
ster and revitalise his team's 
economic policies. 

Mr. ChemomyTdin was 
awarded an order “For 
Services to the Fatherland" in 
recognition of his five-year 
stint as bead of the govern- 
ment. Mr. Yeltsin Later said in 
an address on Russian televi- 


sion that Mr. Chernomyrdin 
would now concentrate on 
preparations for presidential 
elections due in 2000. 

“For us the 2000 elections 
are very important. One can 
say that this is the future des- 
tiny of Russia." Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 

In a key sign that the Russian 
president remains committed 
to the path of market-oriented 
reform. Mr. Yeltsin appointed 
leading reformer Sergei 
Kiriyenko as acting prime min- 
ister. 

And in the television address 
explaining his shake-up. Mr. 
Yeltsin insisted it would bene- 
fit not hinder, reforms. 

‘The dismissal of the gov- 
ernment does not mean that the 
course of our economic policy- 
will change.” Mr. Yeltsin said. 
“It’s a move to give our eco- 
nomic reforms more energy 
and efficiency:'* 

“People do not feA any 
improvements, the govern- 
ment has in recent times dear- 
ly lacked dynamism, initiative 
and a new- look.” the head of 
stale said. 

Russian Presidential spokes- 
man Sergei Yastrzhembsky 
said a new government would 
be fanned before Mr. Yeltsin 
departs for Japan on April 11. 

T categorically reject the 
interpretation that this is a polit- 
ical crisis. This is all part of a 


normal political process. We 
must correct reforms, and we 
need people who can cany out 
a correction to reforms." 

T think the president has 
been mulling this decision fora 
long time." 

The markets took heart from 
Mr. Yeltsin's comments and 
expressions of business-as- 
usual from senior aides, with 
stocks arresting an initial free- 
fall slide on the news to trade 
some 3.5 per cedi off opening 
levels at 12^30 pm local time. 

“It's pretty disorganised out 
there but the market has 
bounced a bit from early lows 
and buyers are emerging to 
steady the market a little." said 
Brunswick's Gary Kinsey. 

A separate decree was issued 
announcing the. dismissals of 
Russian First Deputy 'hime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais — 
seen as a key reform figure by 
foreign investors — and 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov. 

Mr. Kulikovs interim suc- 
cessor was named as Pavel 
Maslov. 51, a general who was 
deputy commander of Russian 
forces in Chechenya during the 
failed 21 -month attempt to put 
down a secession drive. 

Outgoing Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
for his pan said foreign policy 
would not be affected by the 


shake-up. 

Mn Yeltsin’s decree was pub- 
lished shortly after the presi- 
dent returned to the Kremlin 
after spending last week recu- 
perating from an acute chest 
infection and cough. 

The- president has made a 
habit of reasserting his authori- 
ty after lengthy absences from 
tbe Kremlin due to ill health. 

In March last year, Me 
Yeltsin announced a new 
reform drive shortly after 
returning to die political stage 
after a long absence due to 
pneumonia. 

Alexei Venediktov, chief edi- 
tor of Echo Moscow Radio, 
said the move by Ml Yeltsin 
could be aimed at forcing early 
parliamentary elections by 
fasting an tire state Duma, a 
new premier whom deputies 
would object to. 

“ft’s a large shake-up and I 
think that it is a step towards 
early state Duma elections," 
Me Venediktov said, referring 
to die vote not due until 
December 1999. 

“This move benefits Yeltsin, 
and Yeltsin alone," he added. 
“He is still fee referee and he 
shows that even while lD. he 
can take a very important deci- 
sion and he shows that he is 
ready to run tire country u ntil 
presidential elections and 
maybe even further." 


Bowing to army 

Yilmaz announces steps against Islamists 


ANKARA '.AFP i — Turkish Prime 
Minister Mesa: Yilmaz. bowing to pres- 
sure from the country's generals, on 
Monday announced a series of mea- 
sures to be taken against Islamtsm. 

The government has the necessary 
determination to fight the fundamental- 
ism that is aiming to topple the secular 
redir.e of the country." Mr. Yilmaz told 


journalists. 

The move came three days after top 
army generals issued Mr. Yilmaz a 
tough warning, accusing the cabinet of 
“inefficiency” in fighting Islamism. 

Demonstration laws are to be tight- 
ened. and stifTer penalties imposed on 
violations of the dress code for public 
office. Mr. Yilmaz said. 

The construction of new mosques will 
be subject to authorisation from the 
Department of Religious .Affairs, a 
stare-run agency reporting to the prime 
minister, he added 


New legislation is to be adopted to 
control the activities of organisations, 
foundations, schools and other institu- 
tions suspected of supporting or financ- 
ing Islamists in Turkey. Mr. Yilmaz 
said. 

“Legal preparations to control the 
financial resources of these institutions 
have been made." he said 

"Preparations are also underway for a 
law to curb fundamentalist and subver- 
sive broadcasts on private radio and 
television stations." he added. 

Policemen involved in fundamentalist 
activities will be fired a policy which 
has been pursued in die army for years. 

The sale of pump-action guns is* to be 
restricted and subject to arms licences. 
A report prepared by the army last year 
had pointed out a considerable rise in 
the sale of pump-action guns, which 
was attributed to fundamentalists. 

Finally, the state monopoly on collec- 


tion of the skins of sheep slaughtered for 
tbe Muslim feast of sacrifice is to be 
strictly enforced Mr. Yilmaz said The 
skins, re-sold for millions of dollars 
each year, are strongly coveted by reli- 
gious organisations. 

“We think the struggle agains t reli- 
gious extremism should be conducted in 
cooperation with all institutions of the 
state in the framework of the democrat- 
ic principles of the rule of law and we 
deem the support of parliament and all 
other institutions to be necessary in this 
struggle,” Mr. Yilmaz said 
The government will take charge of 
coordinating the various institutions, 
Mr. Yilmaz said "A special commission 
charged with supervision and coordina- 
tion of these measures has been formed 
ai the prime ministry ” he added 
Similar commissions had been 
formed at provincial and regional levels, 
he said. 


Israeli ‘Analyser’ pulls 
the plug on exploits 


TEL AVTV tAFPi — The 
Israeli teenager arrested last 
week on suspicion of carrying 
out the most organised attack 
ever on the Pentagon comput- 
er system has stopped co- 
operating with U.S. and Israeli 
investigators, the Haarerz 
newspaper reported Monday. 

The newspaper said Ehud 
Tanenbaum. IS. invoked his 
right to silence Sunday after 
three days of intmogation 
during which he repeatedly 
briefed Lsrcdi and U.S. police 
on how he cracked the entry 
codes to a host of U.S. and 
Israeli government computers. 

A police spokeswoman 


declined to comment on the 
Haarctz reports, saving the 
police “arc not willing to 
respond to any leaks about this 
investigation." 

Tanenbaum was arrested 
Wednesday along with two 
alleged accomplices and was 
subsequently placed under 
house arrest. 

Following his arrest he ini- 
tially cooperated with Israeli 
police and a large U.S. team of 
investigator from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
other U.S. government agen- 
cies sent to Icam hou he broke 
into computers. 


Egypt bans Cairo Times 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian authorities banned 
the latest edition of the fort- 
nightly magazine Cairo Times 
because it interviewed an 
author who had books cen- 
sored on religious grounds, 
publisher Hisham Kassem said 
Monday. 

“On Saturday I was 
informed that the paper would 
not be distributed because of 
an interview conducted with 
Khalil Abdul Kerim." Mr. 
Kassem told AFP. 

“The censors told me we 
cannot publish because of the 
interview even when 1 argued 
that the government .AI Ahram 
weekly newspaper bad inter- 
viewed Abdul Kerim before 
us." Mr. Kassem said. 


Earlier this year the censor- 
ship authorities seized two 
books published by Abdul 
Kerim to the recommendation 
of AI Azhar, the mosque-uni- 
versity which acts as authority 
on Sunni Islam. 

AI Azhar charged that tbe 
68-year-old author expressed 
“contempt for religion” in vio- 
lation of Egyptian law in two 
books relating do aspects of 
everyday life during the times 

of the Prophet Mohammad. 

Mr. Kassem said tbe inter- 
view was one of several items 

in the banned edition which 
were considered offQKfing by 
the censorship authorities, 
including a review of atrans- 

lation of a boob by Ibrahim 
Abdul Meguid. 
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Binoche cancels 
appearance as 
Academy Award 
presenter 


LONDON (AP) — Actress 
Juliette Binoche hhs been 
forced to cancel her appear- 
ance as a presenter at the 
Academy Awards on 
Monday night after spraining 
her ankle. Binoche, who won 
the best supporting actress 
Oscar last year for “The 
English Patient,” suffered tbe 
sprain Saturday night at 
London's Almeida Theatre 
di*ring & performance of the - 
play “Naked.” She had been 
scheduled to fly to Los 
Angeles on Sunday, but her 
doctor advised bear to remain 
in London because of the 
potential swelling a fright 
could cause, according to a 
spokeswoman for the the- 
atre. 


‘ITie Postman’ makes 
grand sweep at the 
‘Razzies’ 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
“Tbe Postman,” directed and 
starring Kevin Costner, was 
chosen Sunday as tbe worst 
movie of the year in the 18th 
annual edition of the Golden 
Raspberry Foundation, best 
known as the “Razzies.” The 
Razzie “awards” are handed 
out each year on the eve of 
the Oscar ceremony. The 
Postman,” a box office flop 
that was savaged tty critics, 
had the distinction of win- 
ning the top prize in all the 
categories it was nominated; 
worst movie, worst ado; 
and worst director, as well'as 
worst screenplay adaptation 
and worst song. Never 
before in the “Razzie” com- 
petition had a single movie 
won in so many categories, 
organisers said. 


RAC denies it is 
planning to use Diana 
crash in campaign 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain’s 
Royal Automobile 

Association denied Monday 
that it planned to use tbe car 
crash in which Diana, 
Princess of Wales, was killed 
in a campaign to persuade 
people to wear seat belts. The 
Sunday Times had reported 
that the campaign would 
include a photograph of the 
princess wife a lute though it 
saying “a seat belt might have 
saved bet” But the ntetotihg 
organisation complained feat 
the paper had misrepresented 
its position. The RAC had 
merely said it was “aware of 
proposals by other safety 
organisations to consider such 
a campaign,” a spokesman 
said. Reports of such a cam- 
paign drew widespread criti- 
cism as being in bad taste. 


Alcoholic 
monkeys on the 
loose in New Delhi 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Monkeys in the Indian capital 
have been playing merry hell 
at a state-run laboratory for 
their daily fix of alcohol, fee 
Hindustan Times reported. An 
official said a group of seven 
monkeys bad become 
“addicted to alcohol sam- 
ples,” sent by drug manufac- 
turers and by the police, for 
tests. Another official at the 
laboratory said the monkeys 
last week “jumped” into his 
room, tore files and “ran- 
sacked tbe entire office” 
because “alcohol was not 
available to them." 


Cookie gang 
robs unwitting 
Amsterdam tourists 
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AMSTERDAM *<R) — 
Dutch police said they had 
anested two men suspected of 
robbing tourists after drug- 
ging them with spiked cook- 
ies. The men preyed mainly 
on Japanese mid Taiwanese 

tourists, approaching them on 
the streets of Amsterdam and 
plying them with free soft 
drinks and cookies, police 
spokesman Cees RarafiW 
said- The vic tims became & 
and were subsequently 
robbed, he added. The sus- 
pects woe carrying abori 
$8,710 and 20 cookfcs- 
Ramean said “ 
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